
 

 

 

 

              

The Ascension of the Lord 

Graduation Mass; Sunday, May 16; 11 AM 

May 15 & 16 2021 .. ST. ALPHONSUS CHURCH  MT. PLEASANT, IOWA ..  REV. PAUL CONNOLLY 

     Please note:  Due to COVID pandemic  precautions,  all hymns will be sung by the Cantor only. 

 

                                     INTRODUCTORY RITES               

 

OPENING HYMN                             HAIL THE DAY THAT SEES HIM RISE   Sung by Cantor 

             Hail the day that sees him rise Alleluia!   To his throne beyond the skies, Alleluia! 

        Christ, the Lamb for sinners giv’n, Alleluia!    Enters now the highest heav’n!  Alleluia! 
 

        There for him high triumph waits: Alleluia!  Lift your heads, eternal gates, Alleluia! 

        He has conquered death and sin, Alleluia!   Take the King of glory in. Alleluia!             
   

    Text: 77 77 with alleluias; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt 
    Music: LLANFAIR; Robert Williams, 1781-1821 

 

  
 
GREETING 

PENETENTIAL RITE 

GLORIA   Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will.                                                      
   We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,                                                                   
   we give you thanks for your great glory,          
         Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.  
   Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God,                                                                 
   Son of the Father, 
   You take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;                                                                       
   you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
   You are seated at the right hand, the right hand of the Father,                                                              
   have mercy on us.  
   For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,                                                                      
   you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,                                                                                                                                      
   with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 
         
 

 



 LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                                                                               Acts 1: 1-11    

In the first book, Theophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught until the day he was taken up, 

after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. He presented 

himself alive to them by many proofs after he had suffered, appearing to them during forty days and 

speaking about the kingdom of God. While meeting with them, he enjoined them not to depart from 

Jerusalem, but to wait for “the promise of the Father about which you have heard me speak; for John 

baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  

When they had gathered together they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” He answered them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father 

has established by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 

you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” When he had said this, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from 

their sight. While they were looking intently at the sky as he was going, suddenly two men dressed in 

white garments stood beside them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing there looking at 

the sky? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will return in the same way as you 

have seen him going into heaven.” 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                                                                                                              Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 

R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:  a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

All you peoples, clap your hands, 

    shout to God with cries of gladness, 

For the LORD, the Most High, the awesome, 

    is the great king over all the earth. 

R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:  a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy; 

    the LORD, amid trumpet blasts. 

Sing praise to God, sing praise; 

    sing praise to our king, sing praise. 

R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:  a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

For king of all the earth is God; 

    sing hymns of praise. 

God reigns over the nations, 

    God sits upon his holy throne. 

R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:  a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

SECOND READING                                                                                                                     Ephesians 1:17-23 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a Spirit of wisdom and revelation 

resulting in knowledge of him. May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened, that you may know what 

is the hope that belongs to his call, what are the riches of glory in his inheritance among the holy 

ones, and what is the surpassing greatness of his power for us who believe, in accord with the exer-

cise of his great might, which he worked in Christ, raising him from the dead and seating him at his 

right hand in the heavens, far above every principality, authority, power, and dominion, and every 

name that is named not only in this age but also in the one to come. And he put all things beneath his 

feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of the one who 

fills all things in every way.  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                                     Matthew 28:19a, 20b 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Go and teach all nations, says the Lord; 

I am with you always, until the end of the world. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                                              Mark 16:15-20 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every creature. 

Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever does not believe will be condemned. 

These signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will drive out demons, they will 

speak new languages. They will pick up serpents with their hands, and if they drink any deadly 

thing, it will not harm them. They will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

So then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to them, was taken up into heaven and took his seat at the 

right hand of God. But they went forth and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with 

them and confirmed the word through accompanying signs. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 THE PROFESSION OF FAITH 

 I believe in  one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth,                                                   

 of all things visible and invisible. 
 

 I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

 the only Begotten Son of God, 

 born of the Father before all ages, 

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us men and for our salvation                                                                      

 he came down from heaven, 

 (BOW)                                                                                                         

 and by the Holy Spirit                                                                  

 was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 

 he suffered death and was buried, 

 and rose again on the third day, 

 in accordance with the Scriptures. 

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 And his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified;  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

 I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

 I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 

 and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead                         

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL        Response:  Lord, hear our prayer. 



                  LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR AND GIFTS 

 Priest: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for through Your goodness      

  we have received the bread we offer you,, fruit of the earth and work of human hands,    

  it will become for us the bread of life. 

 People: Blessed be God for ever. 

 Priest: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for through your goodness      

  we have received the wine we offer you: fruit of the vine and work of human hands,    

  it will become our spiritual drink. 

 People: Blessed be God for ever. 

 Priest:    Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father, 

 People: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name, 

  for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 

 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS   

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER                         

 PREFACE DIALOGUE   

  The Lord be with you.  And with your spirit. Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 

     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right and just.                                                                                                       

  It is truly right and just……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

  And so, ……………………….as we sing the hymn of your glory, as without end we acclaim: 
 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Hosts. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

  MYSTERY OF FAITH     

                 After the words of Institution of the Eucharist, the Priest sings or says: 

 

  The mystery of faith: 

              All:         Save us, Savior of the world, or by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.        
         

  The Eucharistic Prayer culminates and concludes when the Priest sings:                                                                         

  Through him, and with him, and in him,  God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

  all glory and honor is yours, for ever and ever.    All: Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name……………………….……...but deliver us from evil. 

 Priest: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our days, that,    

  by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress,    

  as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 All: For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours  now and forever. 



 RITE OF PEACE 

 Priest: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 People:  And with your spirit. 

               The people exchange a sign of peace.  

 

LAMB OF GOD 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  have mercy on us.     

  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  have mercy on us.       

  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  grant us peace.     

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 Priest:    Behold the Lamb of God,  

      Behold him who takes away the sins of the world.  

       Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

  All:         Lord, I am not worthy  that you should enter under my roof,  

                but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION—ST. ALPHONSUS LIGOURI 

(For those who are unable to  receive Communion with us.) 

  My Jesus,  I believe that You are present  in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

  I love You above all things,  and I desire to receive you into my soul. 

  Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,                                                                 

  come at least spiritually into my heart. 

  I embrace You as if You were already there  and unite myself wholly to You. 

  Never permit me to be separated from You.   Amen.    

 

 COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

 ALL: Behold, I am with you always, 
  even to the end of the age, alleluia.              Matthew 28:20  
 

COMMUNION PROCESSION 

 



 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

     

CLOSING HYMN                     GO MAKE OF ALL DISCIPLES                               (Sung by Cantor) 

    'Go make of all disciples:' 

    We hear the call, O Lord, 

    That comes from you, our Father, 

    In your eternal Word. 

    Inspire our ways of learning 

    Through earnest, fervent prayer, 

    And let our daily living 

    Reveal you ev'rywhere. 

 

    'Go make of all disciples:' 

    We welcome your command; 

    'Lo, I am with you always:' 

    We take your guiding hand. 

    The task looms large before us' 

    We follow without fear. 

    In heav'n and earth your power 

    Shall bring God's kingdom here. 

 

                                        Text: Matthew 12:19-20; “Go Make of All Disciples” words by Leon M. Adkins, 1896-1986, alt. 

                                       © 1964, Abington Press. All rights reserved. International copyright secured. Used with permission. 

 

     

 

   

 

                             Music from GIA and OCP reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net  #A-725228 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Elizabeth Ballard daughter of Lewis and Dawn Ballard 

Samuel Carrasco son of Lisa Carrasco 

Sawyer Carrasco son of Lisa Carrasco 

Jacob Fry  son of Jason and Kathleen Fry 

Joseph Holtkamp son of Stanley and Darcy Holtkamp;  

                 Melanie Anderson  

Claire Jones  daughter of Brian and Patricia Jones 

Grace Kelley  daughter of Michael and Linda Kelley 

Reed Kempker  son of Joseph and Brenda Kempker 

Katherine McCormick daughter of Colin and Lea McCormick 

Molly McLaughlin daughter of Jeremy and Amy McLaughlin 

Luke Pfeiffer  son of Nick Pfeiffer 

Makenna Schinstock daughter of Matt and Emily Schinstock 

Thomas Schnicker son of Martin and Mary Schnicker 

Kaylee Shelman  daughter of Brad and Tina Shelman 

Heather Sutherland daughter of Nels and Ruth Sutherland 

Avery Sutter  daughter of Lamont and Jodi Sutter 

Ella Walters  daughter of Bill Walters             

    

 Congratulations to our Graduates                  


