
 

PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 20, 2022 

Attendees: Father Paul Connolly, Ryan Harvey, Barb Brown, Ben Bly, Bitrus Gwamna, 

Maureen Walsh, Sheldon Richie, Dr. Joe Tansey, Samantha Holtkamp. Absent: Stan Holtkamp, 

Ron Clouse, Doug Slobodnik, Dr. Kent Metcalf and Bob Donnolly. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00, followed by the opening prayer by Father Connolly.  

The August minutes were read and approved by the council.  

Pastoral Notes: Old Threshers was wonderful. Thanks to everyone who helped and made it successful. Father 

Connolly received many positive comments about the friendliness of the Saint Alphonsus community. At the 

time of the meeting, there were no final numbers for Old Threshers. Fall festival was a success.  

Social Action: The flags will be in the grassy area across from Father Connolly’s home. October is “Right to 

Life” month. There will a display in the Gathering Space. In November, there will also be a food drive for 

Community Action.  

Liturgy: Many thanks to Father Connolly’s substitute during his absence. Father Connolly appreciates those 

who checked on him during his illness. Children’s Liturgy has started.  

Family Life: The committee is asking that people commit to the program. The families involved are busy with 

various activities.  

Church Life: No report.  

Family and Faith Formation: A sponsor couple training for those willing to work with engaged couples will 

be help on November 20 after the 11 a.m. mass until 3 p.m. Thanks to the Knights of Columbus who made a 

delicious breakfast for the first meeting of the year. The children met with their respective catechists. Another 

classroom has been added. NOTE: Since the Parish Council meeting, another Family Formation meeting has 

concluded. The October 2nd, meeting provided a lot of laughs and learning, thanks to Kelley Tansey and her 

famous Jeopardy style game.  

Evangelization: The auction brought many good vibes and good times. Thank you to all.  

Finance Committee: Numbers look fantastic. They did not include the festival numbers.  

Old Business: Building and Grounds could not reach the sound company. The Eco-Traps have been ordered. 

The new canter mic is great. We will try to stick to having doughnuts after Mass every 3rd Sunday of the month. 

Building and Grounds will explore the next steps to taking down the building formerly known as the rectory.  

Fall Festival: The committee needs more people to join and help plan. Tom and Cathy Holtkamp are the main 

chairs.  

Iowa Wesleyan Parade: Sheldon will drive his truck, there will be a sign up sheet for those wanting to ride or 

walk in the parade and throw candy on October 1st.  We had a great turnout, young & old! Our new St. 

Alphonsus signs looked great! 

Prayers for the next meeting: Stan will open and Sheldon will close.  

The next meeting will be on October 25th, at 6 p.m. All are welcome to attend.  

Closing prayer was conducted by Father Paul.  

Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, Ryan Harvey 



 


