
St. Alphonsus Catholic Church 

607 S. Jackson St. ~ Mt. Pleasant, IA 

  

PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR AUGUST 27 2021 

ATTENDEES:  Fr. Paul Connolly, Tim Lohmann, Ron Clouse, Ben Bly, Barb Brown, Marcia Kentner, Doug Slobodnik, Carla 

Maher, Stan Holtkamp, Susan Smith, Joseph Tansey, Kelley Tansey, Bitrus Gwamna. Missing Samantha Holtkamp and 

Kent Metcalf. 

The meeting was called to order by the President, Ben Bly at 6 P.M., followed by an opening prayer by Susan Smith.   

MINUTES:  Approved without any changes. 

OLD THRESHERS REUNION:  Carla Maher gave the update to preparations for the Old Threshers Reunion.    Set up would 

be at the grounds on Saturday beginning at 8 A.M.  The semi-truck would arrive on August 31 and would be un-loaded 

by men from the scripture group.  Food would be hauled to the grounds that Tuesday evening. Tear down would be 

done on Monday September 6.  She said people have been generous with Pie donations. 

PASTORAL COMMENTS:  Fr. Connolly thanked everyone who have volunteered for Old Threshers and the Autumn 

Festival. He said parishioners were encouraged to wear masks but not mandated to do so. 

SOCIAL ACTION:  Nothing to report.  However, Tim Lohman said there would be a meeting the 2nd Tuesday in 

September. 

LITURGY:  Kellie Tansey said new Eucharistic Ministers had been trained.  Fr. Connolly added that there would not be 

congregational singing for a while in view of the increase in Covid19 numbers. He asked for more involvement by the 

parish in parish duties. 

FAMILY LIFE:  It did not meet. 

CHURCH LIFE:  Bitrus Gwamna said an article on a parishioner was published in the bulletin.  More articles are expected 

to help parishioners learn about each other. FINANCE:  Fr. Connolly said the parish’s net income was in the hole by 

$3000 Expenses have been saved, as some committees have not needed to be financed.   

FAITH FORMATION:  Kelley Tansey said there would be an NCYC event in Iowa city where kids will meet their peers from 

different parishes.  This is in lieu of the event in Indianapolis which would have ten thousand attendees who may not be 

masked.  The Iowa event is also cheaper, as it would cost $250 compared to between $550 AND $600 FOR THE NCYC 

activity in Indianapolis.  According to Kelley Tansey, fundraising ideas are being considered to defray the cost for the trip 

to Iowa City.  In answer to a question, Kelley Tansey said 26 families have registered for classes.  Parent presenters are 

needed to discuss topics that have already been chosen. 

BELL TOWER:  Fr. Connolly said options for a bell tower have been discussed including the construction of a new one.  

However, the committee has asked that the discussion be put on hold.  The council asked Fr. Connolly to report this 

decision to the congregation.   

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN:  Fr. Connolly said the Bishop was looking for feedback on the proposed diocesan campaign.  

Parishes do not have to meet a goal set for them.  

FLOOR:  Doug Slobodnik reported on the plans for new flooring in the Gathering Space and Kitchen.  

WINDOWS: the council approved a motion by Joseph Tansey to replace the two windows in the Gathering Space at 

$1,059.00. 



FALL FESTIVAL:  Joseph Tansey said the Autumn Festival would September 19.  He said he accepted to take charge of the 

Festival as Kathy Holtkamp had resigned from the position.  There would be no Country Corner and no snack shack.  

There will be a silent auction and live auction. Dinner will be a carry out or drive up. 

DOOR LOCKS:  Marcia Kentner said she had discussions with Dave’s Lock and Key and Jim’s Lock and Safe.    After some 

discussion, it was agreed that the parish staff should work out details for replacing the locks and at a cost of not more 

than $2000.  

Roof:  Fr. Connolly said there was progress on roof replacement. 

NEW BUSINESS:  Fr. Connolly said nothing has been decided on the old rectory, in answer to a question by Marcia 

Kentner. 

HOSPITALITY AND WELCOME COMMITTEE:  It was agreed that all parish council members would form part of this new 

committee. 

IOWA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY:  St. Alphonsus parish was on hand to welcome in students arriving for the fall semester.  

According to Kelley Tansey, the parish will also be present at the college on Tuesday August 31 to be part of the 

university’s community day. 

Chairs:  The discussion on chairs was tabled for discussion at the next parish council meeting. 

Closing Prayer:  Tim Lohmann 

ADJOURNMENT:  The next meeting has been scheduled for September 28 at 6pm.  Maureen Walsh would offer the 

opening prayer while Stan Holtkamp would offer the closing prayer.   

Respectfully Submitted, 

Bitrus Gwamna. 


