
PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR AUGUST 23, 2022 

Attendees: Father Paul Connolly, Ryan Harvey, Barb Brown, Ben Bly, Bitrus Gwamna, Ron Clouse, Doug 

Slobodnik, Maureen Walsh, Sheldon Richie, Dr. Joe Tansey, Bob Donnolly, Stan Holtkamp, Samantha 

Holtkamp, Maria Mellado (Non-Voting Member) Excused: Dr. Kent Metcalf 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00, followed by the opening prayer by Ben Bly.  

The July minutes were read and approved by the council.  

Pastoral Notes: The attendance for the parish has increased. This is a good sign because we need help with Old 

Threshers. The festival has many items and food. Committees should meet more consistently. We want to see 

reports from every committee.  

Social Action: They did not meet in August, but will have a meeting on September 13th.  

Liturgy: Catechetical Sunday will be September 11 at the 11 a.m. Mass. The Bishop would like to see more 

workshops aimed toward liturgy. There have been comments from the visitors that the church is very 

welcoming.  

Family Life: There were 148 people served at the picnic. Everyone was happy and enjoying the community 

spirit. Many commented that the church needs more similar community activities.  

Church Life: No report.  

Finance Committee: The comparison report shows that we are doing much better in various areas. Compared 

to last year, we have more income and less expenses. The new budget, previously approved by the Finance 

Council, was looked by the Parish Council. There was a motion to approve, which was seconded. Passed.  

Faith Formation: Kelley Tansey sent a detailed report on all of the happenings in Faith Formation. There were 

7 couples that attended marriage prep. On August 19th, they went to Iowa Wesleyan and handed out water and 

information on our church for IWU Move In Day. There is an idea to have a truck with church members in the 

back throwing candy for the Iowa Wesleyan homecoming parade. Perhaps a float or banner, but we need 

members of the church to help decorate and participate. Kelley is asking volunteers to speak at Faith Formation. 

There are currently four out of eight spots taken. Maria will help seek someone to translate for Spanish speaking 

church members during the Bi-lingual RCIA class.  

Evangelization: Strongly urged everyone to help new members feel welcome. There was a suggestion to 

specifically welcome new members during Mass.  

Building and Grounds: The company rep had COVID and could not revisit the church. There is concern that 

the previously approved sound dampers would hurt the sound of the organ. We will move forward with the 

purchase. “The building formerly known as the Rectory” vote is the weekend of August 27 & 28. Doug 

provided the parishioners with a more accurate estimate as to how much money was needed for both options.  

Active Shooter Training: Great turnout. There was question as to if the ushers should carry wasp spray. 

Locking the doors was discussed but not confirmed. The Parish Council strongly felt that having someone carry 

a firearm was unnecessary. Doug brought up having a security camera system. Barb commented that a few have 

been found but need to see if they work. Building and Grounds will discuss this before the next meeting.  

Strategic Planning Committee: The council came up with a few suggestions for improvement. Some would 

like to see the classrooms and Manning Hall be renovated. There was a motion to have the first annual, “St. 

Alphonsus Arthritis Fun Run” (Official name TBD), in the spring. Motion was seconded. Passed.  

Stained Glass Windows: The suggestion was to sell them at the Autumn Festival. The number of stained-glass 

windows is unknown. There was a motion to sell three total window pieces at the Autumn Festival. The motion 

was seconded. Passed.  

Autumn Festival Committee: The same people have been hosting the committee for a number of years. There 

is a need to fill their roles. Please urge members of the church to assist with committees.  

Donuts: There was a motion to bring donuts back after every Mass. Seconded. Passed.  

 

Prayers for the next meeting: Stan Holtkamp will open and Samantha Holtkamp will close.  

Closing prayer was conducted by Dr. Joe Tansey  

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, Ryan Harvey 


