
PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR JANUARY 24, 2023 

Attendees: Father Paul Connolly, Ryan Harvey, Barb Brown, Ben Bly, Bitrus Gwamna, Maureen Walsh, Ron 
Clouse, Bob Donnolly, Stan Holtkamp, Samantha Holtkamp, Sheldon Richie, Kent Metcalf & Joe Tansey.  
Absent: Doug Slobodnik 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00, followed by the opening prayer by Bitrus. 

The November minutes were read and approved by the council.  

Opening Remarks: The council is considering having one Mass on Sundays. Parish Council will consider all 
options, if decided, the change will not occur until July. This will be tabled until the next meeting.  

Pastoral Notes: Thank you to Parish Council for your dedication. Welcoming and Belonging, Youth and 
Family, and Church Teachings and Traditions are three of our focus groups.  

Social Action: The Rice Bowls will be in the bulletins for the February 18 and 19 Masses.  

Liturgy: Planning for Lent and Holy Week has begun. Communal Penance will be on Monday, March 20 at 7pm   

Family Life: Looking into setting up a date for the bowling alley. Game night is back. There will be a game night 
one Saturday in March and one movie night on a Friday in April. Will donate $100 to the “Mom Cafe” to buy 
gift cards.  

Church Life: No report.  

Family and Faith Formation: First Penance has come and gone. The retreat went well and the kids enjoyed the 
experience. It was engaging and fun. Kelley needs help with planning a reception after the Easter Vigil. The 
Youth Ministry are still raising money for November’s NCYC. 

Evangelization: Very impressed with greeter and livelihood of the church.  

Finance Committee: Stock market is not doing so well. Our spending is less than last year.   

Old Business: No contract with the sound system company.  

New Business: May 20th is the date for the “Fun Run/Walk”. More details next month.  

We have renewed the Chamber Membership.  

Chamber banquet is March 30. We will decorate a table.  

Volunteers are needed at all Masses. (Usher, Lector, Eucharistic Minister, & Greeters contact the office) 

2024 Eucharistic Conference: February 28th we host the Deanery of Keokuk for a workshop about the 
conference. Starts at 12 to 4. Lunch provided. Deanery will pay for it. That night is also parish council. National 
conference is in Indianapolis on June 17-21, 2024. Needs volunteers. We need 4 volunteers. Cheaper now as 
opposed to next week. Transportation, food, lodging, need to be paid for.  
 
Bids will be sent out for a camera system. 
 
Prayers for the next meeting: Maureen to open and Sheldon to close.  
The next meeting will be in January. All are welcome to attend.  
Closing prayer was conducted by Ben Bly.   
Meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, Ryan Harvey 


