
PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR MARCH 22 2022 

ATTENDEES:  Susan Smith, Ron Clouse, Kent Metcalfe, Samantha Holtkamp, Fr. Paul Connolly, Ben Bly, Doug Slobodnik, Maureen 
Walsh, Barb Brown, Tim Lohmann and Bitrus Gwamna.  Apologies sent by Joseph Tansey, Kelley Tansey, Marcia Kentner, Stan 
Holtkamp. 
Council President, Ben Bly, called the meeting to order at 6 P.M. 
 
MINUTES:  February minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
PASTORAL COMMENTS:  Fr. Paul Connolly thanked the council for its work for the parish.  He expressed delight with the 
participation of parishioners in the Synod listening sessions convoked by Pope Francis.  According to Fr. Connolly, sessions were 
held not just by the parish council, but by the Knights of Columbus, the men’s group and the parish as a whole.  He had no 
information on how individuals were conducting themselves in the 58 thousand cups of Coffee, but said information gleaned 
from the sessions was being sent to the diocese. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 Social Action:  Tim Lohman said members of the committee would attend the dinner hosted by the Cradle of Hope on April 12, 
2022. 
Liturgy:  Fr. Connolly said church attendance was now up beginning on Ash Wednesday.  The choir was starting up again with 
choir practices to begin on Wednesday March 23.  Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Vigil services will be held with the 
choir singing.  As soon as we get more Eucharistic Ministers to sign up we will be able to have the Blood of Christ at Mass. 
The parish council would lead the Stations of the Cross on March 25 to be followed by the Knights of Columbus Fish fry.  The 
Ecumenical Way of the Cross would begin from St. Alphonsus Church and conclude at the United Methodist Church on Good 
Friday. 
Family Life:  No Report 
Church Life:  No report 
Finance:  Commenting on the church’s finances, Fr. Connolly said expenses were high as money was being spent on repairs to 
and remodeling of church facilities.  The stocks were down, but there was no need to trade them in for cash, as money was 
being donated by parishioners.  The parish was in the second wave of the capital campaign, which was yet to begin. 
Faith Formation: RCIA members went with their sponsors to the Rite of Election in Davenport. Confirmation teens had a retreat 
this month and will be confirmed at St. John’s in Houghton on March 27. Family Formation parents and the Confirmation teens 
participated in a Synod Listening Session.  CLOW continues to meet during the 8:00 Mass each Sunday. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Building and Grounds:  Fr. Connolly reported that the bishop had approved the purchase of two boilers for the church. Council 
members then inspected corners of Manning Hall which were leaking, and were shown parts of the church’s roof that need to 
be repaired.   
Parish Retreat:  Council members expressed delight with the just concluded retreat titled the Joy of  
Forgiveness led by Ms. Hoenig which occurred on the 19th of March.  Some felt that it should have been called a work shop as it 
was not accompanied by much prayer.  It was also felt that much time should have been allowed for questions and discussion. 
Seder Meal:  Speaking on behalf of Joseph Tansey, Doug Slobodnik said the meal would be on Tuesday, April 12 beginning at 
6:00 p.m.  The Knights of Columbus had provided 20 pounds of meat for the event, while Hy-Vee would furnish the rest of the 
meal. 
Gathering Space:  As for the gathering space, Doug Slobodnik said the new floor would be installed after the Easter celebrations. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
Chamber of Commerce:  Maureen Walsh reported that the parish was now a member of the Mount Pleasant Chamber of 
Commerce.  Consequently, parish activities would be published by the chamber.  The council voted to send eight members to 
the chamber dinner on Thursday the 31st of March. 
Church Direction: Samantha Holtkamp canvassed for work to be done to improve the aesthetics in Manning Hall.  Council 
members felt that the improvements would appeal to those who would need it for special gatherings. 
ADJOURMENT: Before the meeting was adjourned for a closing prayer by Kent Metcalfe, it was decided that Samantha and Stan 
Holtkamp would provide the opening and closing prayers at the next Parish Council meeting on April 26, 2022. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Bitrus Gwamna.     


