
PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR MAY 24, 2022 
 
ATTENDEES:  Ron Clouse, Maureen Walsh, Samantha Holtkamp, Ben Bly, Susan Smith, Kent Metcalfe, Tim Lohman, Fr. Paul 
Connolly, Marcia Kentner, Doug Slobodnik, Bitrus Gwamna, Barb Brown 
Two guests were present, Marc Linden and Laura Westfall.  Stan Holtkamp and Joseph Tansey sent apologies.  
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by the President, Ben Bly at 6 P.M, Susan Smith said the opening prayer. 
MINUTES:  After a correction was made to the April Minutes “Our Life Conference” to be held in Des Moines was noted, Ron 
Clouse moved, and seconded by Samantha Holtkamp for approval of the minutes. 
MUSIC COORDINATOR: Marc Linden and Laura Westfall, members of the search committee for Carmen Heaton’s replacement 
announced that the committee had recommended Grant Lenz from Lone Tree for employment.  A Roman Catholic, Lenz is a 
senior studying organ music at the University of Iowa, and currently plays the organ in Muscatine.  He is open to playing at our 
Sunday Masses.  Ron Clouse moved, seconded by Bitrus Gwamna and Lenz’s appointment was approved unanimously. 
PASTORAL COMMENTS:  Fr. Connolly said the parish has been complimented for work done to the Gathering Space and the 
kitchen.  He commended the search committee for the manner leading to the hiring of Grant Lenz.  He announced that Susan 
Smith, Marcia Kentner and Tim Lohman were going off the council, but Kent Metcalfe and Bitrus Gwamna had asked to serve 
another term.  A paragraph on each candidate would be placed on the bulletin on the week-end of the June 4 with elections to 
be held on the week-end of June 11. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Social Action:  Tim Lohman reported that the Cradle of Hope “Baby Bottle” campaign was continuing with donations ending on 
Father’s Day. There was no meeting for the month of May; there will be a Food/School Drive this summer. 
Liturgy:  Fr. Connolly reported that there would be a Eucharistic revival on June 19.  It is opened to all parishes but the diocese 
would decide on the number of persons to be represented from each parish. He also said that May 31st would be devoted to 
vocations as there was a need for more priests. The event would be in West Point.  More parishioners are being encouraged to 
be ministers.   
We will be hosting Totus Tuus this June. The 7th through 12th Grade will be begin in the evening of Sunday, June 19th and go 
through the evening of Thursday, June 23rd and the 1st through 6th grades will begin on Monday, June 20th and run through 
Friday, June 24th. 
Kelly Bergmeier is starting a women’s group, while the marriage prep will be August 20.  Kelley Tansey sent results of family 
surveys to members of the parish council   
Family Life:  No report. 
Church Life:   No report. 
Finance:  Commenting on the church’s finances, Fr. Connolly said parishioners have continued to be generous.  He said the ADA 
and Diocesan Capital Campaigns will begin on the weekend of the 8th and 9th of October. Twenty percent of the money raised 
from the Capital Campaign will be returned to the Parish for Parish use. The diocese hopes to raise between $28 and $30 million 
to meet the church’s needs to include caring for retired priests and seminarians. The first wave has been successful Father said.  
St. Alphonsus parish is participating in the second wave of the capital campaign. 
Evangelization:  there was no report. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Buildings and Grounds:  Rexroat a company in Illinois will be asked to investigate the parish’s sound system. 
Bids are being sought to tear down the old rectory, Maureen Walsh suggested that the rectory should be looked at to see if 
anything could be salvaged.   
Alice Training:  Doug Slobodnik moved and Marcia Kentner seconded that an active shooter training ((Alice) be conducted at the 
church by the   pleasant police. 
Ribbon Cutting: Doug Slobodnik moved and Samantha Holtkamp seconded that there should be a ribbon cutting to mark the 
renovation of the gathering space after the 11 o’clock Mass on July 31st to celebrate the Feast Day of St. Alphonsus.  Family life 
will organize the event. 
Adjournment:  Tim Lohmann agreed to do the opening prayer, while Ben Bly will conduct the closing prayer at the next meeting 
scheduled for June 28, 2022. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Bitrus Gwamna. 


