
PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR JULY 26, 2022 

Attendees: Fr. Paul Connolly, Maureen Walsh, Ron Clouse, Kent Metcalf, Ben Bly, Bitrus Gwamna, Sheldon 

Richey, Ryan Harvey, Maria Mellado (Non-voting Member), Leo Hunting (Visitor) 

The meeting was called to order at 6:01, followed by the opening prayer by Bitrus Gwamna. 

Elections: Three positions were up for discussion. Ben Bly was re-elected as President, Kent Metcalf was elected 

as Vice-President, and Ryan Harvey was elected as Secretary. 

Sound System: Leo Hunting gave the report. The microphones and acoustics were evaluated by Rexroat. They are 

based in Colona, IL. It was concluded that the issue was due to sound echoing off the walls. The council suggested 

that a representative from Rexroat attend a weekend Mass in order to fully understand the sound issue. This can be 

done for a small fee for the time of the representative. Rexroat suggested that St. Alphonsus start out with smaller 

purchases to help improve quality. A motion was granted to purchase six “eco trap” pieces from Amazon.    

The Building Formerly Known As The Rectory: A vote will be open to the members of the church during the 

Masses on August 20-21, pertaining to the destruction of the building, or repairing it for a different purpose. In the 

upcoming weeks, there will be additional information provided to the parish on the costs associated with both 

options. The council feels that the parish should have all available information pertaining to the issue before the 

vote occurs. Barb Brown will publish this information on other platforms such as Facebook and the parish website. 

The conclusion of the vote will need to be approved by the Diocese before any action is taken.  

Pastoral Comments: Fr. Connolly stated that attendance is fantastic. There seems to be an issue with the organ’s 

pipes. They are slightly bent. Some have expressed that the sound from the organ may be slightly loud.  

Social Action: Ryan Harvey has joined Stan Holtkamp for Social Action.  

Liturgy: No report.  

Family Life: As of July 26, there had been 121 people signed up for the picnic. Doug will grill hot dogs and 

hamburgers. Ben will help with handing out root beer floats. It was expressed that more social events need to take 

place.  

Church Life: Joe Tansey would like to move to Faith Formation.  

Family and Faith Formation: No Report.  

Evangelization: No report.  

Finance Committee: A meeting will be held on August 17 at 6:30 to discuss a financial campaign to raise money 

for retired priests and seminary education. St. Alphonsus will provide finger foods. Other parishes in the Diocese 

will attend. The campaign will be three years long. However much money is donated to this cause, St. Alphonsus 

will recover 20% of money donated. The financial reports show contributions doing well. Actual expenses are 

below our projected expenses. The stock market is not doing well.  

Strategic Parish Planning: This was suggested by Barb and Maureen. Objectives and timelines need to be set for 

the Parish. Establishing a presence in the community is vital. Hosting more activities at the parish may increase 

attendance overall. One suggestion was St. Alphonsus sponsor other events or organizations.  

Other News: Alice Training with Mount Pleasant PD will be offered to the parish on August 8th at 7 p.m. All are 

welcome to attend. With the increase in gun violence around the United States, the need for situational awareness 

pertaining to firearms has increased.  

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on August 23rd. Prayers for the August meeting will start with Bob 

Donnelly, and end with Kent Metcalf.  

Closing prayer was conducted by Kent Metcalf.   Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ryan Harvey 


