
Parish Council November 26, 2021 Minutes 

ATTENDEES:  Fr. Paul Connolly, Doug Slobodnik, Tim Lohmann, Stephanie Holtkamp, Stan Holtkamp, Kelley Tansey, Joseph 

Tansey, Marcia Kentner, Bitrus Gwamna, Maureen Walsh, Susan Smith, Ron Clouse, Ben Bly. 

BUDGET:  While discussing the budget, Fr. Connolly said the Annual Diocesan Appeal was 65% of the parish’s goal, expressing 

the hope that the parish would meet this goal.   

FAITH FORMATION: Kelley Tansey said Bibles had been purchased.  There are Jesus stories for K-1, Children’s Bible for 2-6 and 

Youth Bible for middle and high school kids.  The aim was to encourage bible reading.  She added that the youth who now own 

the Bibles for keeps will be encouraged to bring the Bibles to church.  Sarah Johnson and Amy Bly meet on Sundays for 

children’s literature.  Thirty families registered for participation.  There is Family Formation meeting on the first Sunday of each 

month.  13 of the 33 youth, are in Confirmation. 

Doug Slobodnik and Kelley Tansey led youth from the parish to the NCYC 2.0 at the High Lander hotel in Iowa City.  The team 

came away with ideas for a retreat in March.  Kelley Tansey also reported that three people were in the RCIA program this 

year, one of whom was bilingual.   

COLLEGE OUTREACH:   Kelley Tansey and Rosemary Peck were on the Iowa Wesleyan University campus from August through 

the end of October, but have not been able to engage with the students meaningfully.  She and Rosemary Peck will take a 

break. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATIONM:   There has been minimal response from adults so the Faith Formation program for January is 

being canceled. 

EVANGELIZATION:  No new members, so members of the parish council are advised to keep spreading the word. 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS:   Inspectors have advised that a leak on one of the boilers needs to be corrected.  The company 

does not make parts any more, neither are there parts for the second boiler which has controls that need to be worked on.  

The Building and Grounds committee would have to explore the possibility of new boilers. 

SOUND SYSTEM:  Fr. Paul Connolly said he has tried to slow down his speaking to help with the assistance of hearing.  Also, 

working on wireless hearing devices for those that need the extra help will soon be available.  

OLD RECTORY:  Further discussion on this issue was tabled to the next meeting. 

KITCHEN FLOOR:  Doug Slobodnik moved and Bitrus Gwamna seconded that the kitchen floor be purchased with a Rubber 

cushioning if the Finance Council says yes. 

DOOR LOCKS:  These are completed.   

DOUGHNUTS:  Bitrus Gwamna and Ben Bly informed the Council that the Knights of Columbus declined to provide Doughnuts, 

handing it back to the Parish Council.  The Council tabled the issue for discussion at the January meeting. 

CHRISTMAS PARADE: The Council voted down Participation in the Christmas parade down town. 

NEW BUSINESS:  In answer to a question, Fr. Paul Connolly informed the Council that funds for statues came from memorial 

money donated by bequests. 

PARISH RETREAT:  Council members were given a sheet explaining various retreat formats that could be adopted by the parish 

if it so wished.    Fr. Connolly answered questions from council members, and after some deliberations, it was decided that we 

should host a retreat for the parish and that the council should attend the one-day retreat during the Lenten season. Fr. 

Connolly would inform the council by email as to when the retreat would be held. 

POSADAS:  the Parish Council voted against holding a Posadas after concluding that the diocesan rule on singing would prevent 

the parish from conducting this event. 

ADJOURNMENT:  Before the meeting was adjourned, Doug Slobodnik offered to do the opening prayer while Bitrus Gwamna 

said he would do the closing pray. Fr. Connolly gave the closing prayer and the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully Submitted, Bitrus Gwamna   


