
PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 22, 2022 

Attendees: Father Paul Connolly, Ryan Harvey, Barb Brown, Ben Bly, Bitrus Gwamna, Maureen Walsh, Ron 
Clouse, Doug Slobodnik, Bob Donnolly, Maria Mellado (Non-Voting Member) Absent: Dr. Kent Metcalf, Stan 
Holtkamp, Samantha Holtkamp, Dr. Joe Tansey 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00, followed by the opening prayer by Maureen.  

The October minutes were read and approved by the council.  

Pastoral Notes: Thanks to Parish Council and committees for doing what they do. Thanks to the “Upon This 
Rock” callers for reaching out to parish members. Numbers are good for the parish. We are rebounding well 
from Covid numbers. “Welcoming and Belonging” is the priority of our church.  

Social Action: We have donated $500 to the “Cradle of Hope” for their Mothers/Maternity Home. In January, 
we will be helping “Family Connection” of Henry County with their traveling basket. We will be collecting 
various items needed for children from birth to age five. Next meeting is in January.   

Liturgy: Season of Advent has started. Sacrament of the Sick will happen third week of Advent. Parish 
Communal Penance is on December 12th at 7:00. 

Family Life: No report. 

Church Life: In charge of doughnuts in December.   

Family and Faith Formation: The number of Faith Formation are still strong. Parents and children are very 
active and enthusiastic about the program. Youth ministry will have a fundraiser to sell coffee to help with 
costs associated with traveling to NCYC next year. Have tabled discussion on the church paying for costs of 
travel if all children attend NCYC.  

Evangelization: New members have entered the church. Truong Phung, son of Su and Thu Phung has arrived 
from Vietnam.  

Finance Committee: Numbers are great. Slight increase in expenses due to new management. Stock market is 
not doing well. We would like to bring trivia night back to the parish. May ask “Keelys” to do it. Money will go 
to “Upon This Rock”.  

Old Business: We are still on the waiting list to get the building formerly known as the Rectory torn down. The 
Christmas Parade has since passed as of the release of this report. Thanks to Doug for the trailer and Ryan for 
the Nativity Scene.  

New Business: New evening Holy Day Mass times are at 6:30pm. New Year’s Eve Mass is at 5:30.  New Year’s 
Day mass time is 9:00am. 

It was brought to the Parish Council’s attention that some members are curious about having one Mass on 
Sundays. This was discussed and has been tabled for further discussion in January.  

Window maintenance has been motioned and approved to have Doug Slobodnik’s company to clean the 
outside windows of the church each month. 

“Las Posadas” is a religious festival traditionally held in Mexico and parts of Latin America. This tradition 
illuminates Mary and Joseph’s search for an inn on the night of Jesus’s birth. Please call the office to hold a 
spot if you wish to attend this celebration on December 18 at 4:30.   

Prayers for the next meeting: Bitrus to open and Bob to close.  

The next meeting will be in January 24, 2023. All are welcome to attend.  

Closing prayer was conducted by Ben Bly.   

Meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, Ryan Harvey 


