
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING FOR SEPTEMBER 28 2021 
 
ATTENDEES: Fr. Paul Connolly, Ron Clouse, Ben Bly, Joseph Tansey, Kelley Tansey, Barb Brown, Marcia 
Kentner, Susan Smith, Tim Lohmann, Maureen Walsh, Samantha Holtkamp. Stan Holtkamp, Doug 
Slobodnik, Kent Metcalfe were absent. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by council president Ben Bly at 6 P.M., followed by an 
opening prayer by Maureen Walsh. 
 
MINUTES: Marcia Kentner wondered which committee recommended that the bell tower bee 
suspended, and Fr. Connolly informed her that this was done by the buildings and grounds committee.  
The minutes were then approved. 
 
PASTORAL COMMENT:  He commended everyone who participated at the Old Threshers and church 
festival adding that visitors were delighted with how the tent was run.  He also expressed happiness at 
knowing that those who caught Covid during Old Threshers recovered quickly because they were 
vaccinated.  Fr. also said the hard work and dedication by parishioners made for a very successful 
festival.   
 
SOCIAL ACTION:  Tim Lohmann said the month of October will be devoted to a campaign against 
abortion, with flags to be raised in honor of the unborn child.  $100 had been donated towards a water 
project by the Sisters of St. Francis. In November, there will be a food drive for the Community Action 
Center. 
 
LITURGY:  Mass attendance is yet to be fully attended.  The highest attendance was at the Saturday 
Mass at Old Threshers which had 327.  Fr. Connolly said more volunteers were needed for the masses., 
and added that only the cantor was allowed to sing in view of the high Covid numbers.  Joseph Tansey 
said he would have a table set to sign up volunteers using a computer. 
 
FAMILY LIFE:  Marcia Kentner said it had not yet met. 
 
CHURCH LIFE:  It did not meet.   
 
FINANCE:  Fr. Connolly said there was not a complete report on money raised at both Old Threshers and 
church festival.  He said church revenue had gone down due to low mass attendance.  The diocesan 
appeal would soon begin.  The diocesan capital campaign will also begin.  833 surveys were returned 
regarding the need for the campaign.  Money raised would help retired priests, seminaries and 
churches.   
 
CHURCH ROOF:  Roof has been completed, and according to Fr. Connolly, people are happy with the 
work done. Some money was returned to St. Alphonsus for supplies returned. 
 
FAITH FORMATION:  Kelley Tansey said 28 families had registered.  43 kids were gathering on Sunday 
October 3rd. Youth ministry would be every Wednesday.  An invitation has been extended to students at 
Iowa Wesleyan college to be part of the parish.  Some committee members would have lunch every 
Tuesday with students. The parish would have a float during Iowa Wesleyan’s home coming parade. 
Doug Slobodnik and Kellie Tansey will accompany youth to the NCYC event in November. 
 



HOSPITALITY: Joseph Tansey moved and Ron Clouse seconded that the Hospitality committee be 
renamed the Evangelization committee.   
 
BUILDING AND GROUNDS:  Pictures were shown depicting areas of the parking lot that need repairs.  
Wesley Barton Construction will do the repairs. 
 
WINDOWS:  Some windows will be replaced in the Gathering Space.  Bids for replacing floors in the 
kitchen are being sought.   
 
OLD THRESHERS:  Our participation was very successful. Barb Brown said all bills were yet to be 
received. 
 
AUCTION:  This went off well but no number was available as to how much money was raised. 
 
DOOR LOCKS:  Dave’s Lock would replace the locks while Fr. Connolly and parish staff would work with 
organizations to decide those who would have new keys. They would report back to the council as to 
their decision. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: Doug Slobodnik was not present to report on his assignment.  Discussion on new bibles 
for the youth was tabled to next month. 
 
Susan Smith talked about the poor state of the church cemetery.  The council recommended taking this 
to the Cemetery Committee. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Before the meeting was adjourned, Joseph Tansey agreed to do the opening prayer 
while Samantha Holtkamp accepted to do the closing.  The next meeting was scheduled for October 26. 
Tim Lohmann said a closing prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Bitrus Gwamna. 


