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Nominee for Open Arms Award: Elliot Ritter & Diane Reinhard
Parish of nominee: All Saints Parish, New Riegel

Brief biography of nominees including nature of disability and their involvement:  

  

  On behalf of All Saints Catholic Community we would like to recommend Elliot Ri;er and his 

grandmother, Diane Reinhard for the 2021 Open Arms Award. Elliot was diagnosed with 

duchenne muscular dystrophy at six months of age. Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (DMD) is a 

geneHc disease carried through the mother. Those who inherit it have a defecHve gene related 

to a muscular protein called dystrophin. This protein keeps muscle cells intact. Its absence 

causes rapid muscular deterioraHon as a child with DMD grows. The mother is not affected with 

the disease; it typically affects the boys in the family. Since DMD affects the muscles it is 

becoming hard for Elliot to walk long distances. Elliot is just 9 years old and now almost 

exclusively uses a motorized wheelchair as his means of mobility.  Life expectancy for those with 

DMD is in their early 20’s because it affects their muscles, which eventually weakens their 

respiratory system. Elliot is very creaHve, and he loves to read and write. He has a good sense of 

humor and is very sweet. Elliot’s grandmother, Diane Reinhard is the sacristan at our parish. 

Elliot helps his grandmother set up for Mass. While at Mass he loves following the prayers and 

readings with her in the missal.  He enjoys a;ending the parish VacaHon Bible School and our 

BLAST (Building Lives Around Solid Truth) programs where he learns about his faith. Elliot was in 

the 2nd-grade religion class last year eagerly absorbing all that was taught as he prepared to 

receive his First Holy Communion. One of the lessons that Elliot seemed to connect with in a 

special way was the teaching of the Good Shepherd who searches for the lost sheep and carries 

it home. In almost every class session, during the students' independent work Hme, Elliot 

chooses to work with the Good Shepherd and His sheep. Our Religious EducaHon Classes are 

held in a building that is far from handicap accessible, which this year has le[ Elliot learning 



from home, and has le[ our parish with the task of finding creaHve ways to include Elliot and his 

family in our mission and our ministries.   

   Elliot’s grandmother, Diane Reinhard plays a big part in Elliot’s life. Diane had a son Lucas, 

(Elliot’s uncle) who lived with DMD unHl his death in 2012. When it became evident that Elliot 

would be transiHoning to a wheelchair, Diane invited Elliot’s family to move in with her, since 

her home had already been made accessible for Lucas. Diane has rearranged her home and her 

life so that Elliot and his family can live with her, and so she can help provide care for him. Diane 

bought a new car for herself so that Denise, Elliot’s mom, could have her SUV which was 

wheelchair accessible.  

   As I menHoned above, Diane is our parish sacristan. Diane does a wonderful job preparing our 

worship space so that all may be drawn into the experience of the presence of God. She has a 

very calm and peaceful demeanor with everyone she meets, and this shows in her work as well. 

Diane is a highly acHve parishioner. She helps organize the monthly EucharisHc AdoraHon, she is 

an Extra-Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion, Mass Coordinator and server for regular 

Masses and for Funeral Masses, Wedding Coordinator and is always willing to help where 

needed.  

   The unending love, faith and service surrounding Elliot’s family, is a strong witness to our All 

Saints Catholic Community. Our fellow parishioners see Elliot as a very loving and quiet young 

boy. SomeHmes it is the simple things that touch our hearts the most. We feel that Elliot and 

Diane are well-deserved recipients of the Open Arms Award. 
Elliot’s parents are Jeremy and Denise Ri=er. Denise is Diane’s daughter. 

Denise Ri;er’s address and phone number are: 23 East Tiffin Street, New Riegel, Ohio 44853. Phone 

419-721-9298


