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Dear Immaculate Conception Parishioners, 

Peace to you. We are in the process of completing our Certification for restarting Weekend 

Masses, however, we are bound by strict guidelines from the Diocese of La Crosse.  

We have acquired the necessary cleaning supplies and have established a protocol for all Masses. 

We are in the process of recruiting teams of volunteers and providing their training. The key 

factor is having enough volunteers to make the entire plan smooth and effective. The past weeks 

have been hectic with meetings at various levels: at the Diocesan and Deanery level; with the 

Parish Pastoral Council, the Finance Council, the current team of Ushers and the maintenance 

staff, all on the topic of resuming weekend Masses at our Parish. 

I eagerly desired to have the weekend Masses begin on Pentecost Sunday, but we did not get 

enough volunteers to complete the Certification Process with the Diocese. Our hope now is to 

begin Masses starting on Holy Trinity Sunday, the weekend of June 6 and 7. 

 

With Summer upon us, many people’s weekend schedules will change. To continue our open 

Masses, we will need more people from the 20-60 age group to fill in for those who will be gone 

on vacation. So, once again, I am asking parishioners of that age group to volunteer. Please 

contact the Parish office immaculateconceptionec@gmail.com or 715-835-9935 if you are 

willing and able to help out. 

 

As Sunday Masses Begin: 

 

1. Since the Sunday Obligation remains dispensed, attendance at Mass is still optional. Those 

who are ill, who are elderly or who are in a vulnerable population should not attend Mass in 

church, but should instead continue live-streamed or recorded Masses at home. 

 

2. Seating in church will follow social distancing guidelines, using alternate pews. This 

arrangement leaves us with a capacity of 150 people for each Mass. 

 

3. We will be using a “first-come, first-served” method of admitting people into the church. 

Please understand there will be struggles as we adapt. 

 

4. Ushers are required to follow an established protocol for seating people. Kindly follow their 

lead and direction. They are there to assist all those who come. 

 

5. To reduce the movement of everyone during Communion, please remain in your pew. Father 

Francis and Deacon Power will come to you, moving along the empty pews. This method is 

preferable to people lining up for Communion six feet apart (which would take longer than 

usual). The Diocese of La Crosse strongly encourages people to receive Communion only in 

the hand for the health and safety of both the priest and deacon and the faithful. 
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6. Since the entire church and restrooms must be sanitized after each Mass, entry to the church 

will not be permitted until 30 minutes prior to each Mass. 

 

7. The church provides hand sanitizers at all entry/exit areas. People are encouraged to have 

their own hand sanitizer for personal use. 

 

8. Use of masks is optional. The church will not provide masks for the public. 

 

In Brief: 
 

Currently, when you come to church, here is what you can expect: 

 

1. The Ushers will assign you a seat. You do not get to choose where you will sit. 

2. Seating will begin from the front of the church. 

3. The Ushers will dismiss you by rows to exit the church after Mass, beginning from the back. 

4. Social distancing must be followed in the church, at the entry/exit areas, and outside the 

church. 

5. You can expect some delay both at the entry and the exit time. 

6. Members of a household will be seated as a group. The next person or group will be seated 

at a distance of six feet from the family group.  

7. Entry is permitted only through two doors: Highland Avenue and the Sherwin Avenue circle. 

8. Entry and Exit lanes will be marked for effective handling of the crowd. 

9. The Ushers are present to attend to any situation. They will be at the service of all who 

come to church. Refer to an Usher with any needs or concerns you may have. 

10. Please be conscious of these Guidelines and appreciate the efforts of our Parish Volunteers at 

this challenging time, respecting the well-being of everyone. 

 

—Father Francis 

 

 

 


