
 

A Little Light: Monday Musings with Mary Sue 

 
Welcome to the week of October 19, 2020 

It was an honest mistake. OK, as you all know, grocery shopping in a mask is a little tricky. Not 

to mention, keeping at least 6 feet distance at the same time. These are my excuses for what at 

first seemed like a mistake that turned into a true moment of grace. 

I was trying to move through the store quickly, efficiently, and keeping in mind all the new safety 

measures for shopping with others. Consequently, when I wandered from my cart to look at the 

wine selection (very important item these days), I did not look closely when I placed the wine in 

“my cart.” I was ready to check out when I heard an announcement that someone had lost their 

cart. I, sadly, was still clueless. Of course, as I started to unpack the cart and saw unfamiliar 

items (including a teenager’s backpack), I realized, I was the culprit; I had taken someone else’s 

cart! The young man at the register was kind and he immediately connected me with the other 

customer who was looking for her groceries. And it was at that moment that I was speechless. 

And for those of you who know me well, this takes a lot!  

When I was a principal at a school in Janesville, I had the privilege of working with amazing 

teachers. One of our teachers, quite sadly, had a tragic family situation to deal with and had to 

leave abruptly. This was so hard on all of us as she was a beloved colleague and friend. In fact, 

she and I often found time to share fun stories about growing up in Catholic grade schools. One 

of the gifts she gave me when she left was a beautiful rosary from her home in County Cork, 

Ireland. She moved back to Ireland and we lost touch, but I thought of her often. Now, after 15 

years, she and her daughter were standing right in front of me; I had her cart!  

Even in a mask, I recognized her long dark hair and bright blue eyes. After righting our groceries, 

we stood outside and caught up as if time had never passed. She was touched as I pulled out of 

my purse the rosary she gave me so many years ago. We exchanged cell numbers and I could 

not help but feel deeply amazed and blessed. What a treasure God gave me in reconnecting me 

with a kindred spirit! 

FACT: A 2009 survey of people affiliated with the University of Missouri-Columbia found that “the 

most strongly endorsed explanations for coincidences were God and fate” (Coleman, Beitman, & 

Celebi 2009: 269). 

LINK: Gathering of Spirits- Carrie Newcomer: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1WrNisRhDU 

Have a great week! 

Mary Sue 
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