
A Little Light: Daily Musings with Mary Sue 

 
 

Welcome to January 18, 2021! 
  

I was so excited Malika was coming! I was 25 years old (yep-many moons 
ago), days from being married, and one of my dear college friends, Malika, 

was coming from Seychelles-Africa to attend the wedding! I could not have 
been more grateful as Malika was one of my favorite people in the world.  

  

Malika had a sister, Laura, who lived in the Chicago area and she was to 

spend a week with her prior to the wedding. Laura was a Benedictine sister 
who worked with inner city youth in the Chicago area. Both Tim and I 

admired her deeply and her ministry. Malika was so excited as she was very 
close to Laura and all the sisters in the Benedictine monastery. Malika also 

knew Laura had been ill, but thought she was recovering. So, she was 
devastated to find Laura was declining rapidly. Laura was only 31 years old 

and suffering from a rare form of cancer. Within three days of her arrival, 
Laura died. It was so tragic.  

  

Of course Malika was unable to be at the wedding as both her pain and 
responsibilities to the details of her sister’s death were enormous. However, 

during that week, Malika drove to see us and gave Tim and I a treasure. 
Laura had dedicated her life to serving all of God’s people, but had a special 

call to those who were often at the margins of society. In Laura’s room she 
had a sketch of Martin Luther King Jr., Dorothy Day, and Mahatma Gandhi-

her hero’s. This was, without doubt, our most treasured wedding gift. Tim 
and I knew we too needed to help in keeping Laura’s dream, the call of 

Christ to serve those on the margins, alive. It still hangs in the front 
entrance of our home. 

  

Today, as we honor the life of Martin Luther King Jr., I think of Laura. I 

continue to turn to Laura in her heavenly home and ask her to help guide 



me in the work of Jesus in this world. This MLK quote is the one I hold 

dearest, "We must develop and maintain the capacity to forgive. He who is 
devoid of the power to forgive is devoid of the power to love. There is some 

good in the worst of us and some evil in the best of us. When we discover 
this, we are less prone to hate our enemies." Our Christian call and 

challenge! 

  

Fact: Religion gave meaning and direction to the lives of Mahatma Gandhi 
and Martin Luther King, Jr.; it inspired their belief in the unity of life and 

commitment to the way of love. Service to humanity was part and parcel of 
their religion.  

  

Link: The Maccabeats and Naturally 7 - Shed a Little Light - MLK Jr. Day  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=crKDDS5D_os 
 

I pray your week is filled with courage and peace, 

  

Mary Sue 
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