
   A Little Light: Monday Musings with Mary Sue 
 

 
          

Welcome to June 14, 2021 
 

I was talking to my good friend Melissa last week and she shared the story 
of Karunia. I share it with you as an inspiration. We tend to think (at least I 

do) that my “cross in life” is too much, or too big. But then I meet those who 
teach me, by their life example, why a cross in life never needs to define us. 

Here’s Karunia’s story….. 
 

Karunia, from Indonesia, was born with Apert syndrome, a congenital 
condition in which the bones fuse together too early in the womb. It affects 

the skull, hands, and feet. While treatment is available, there is no cure. 
Rather than becoming discouraged by the bullying she has experienced, she 

is standing tall and helping her whole community learn the beauty and worth 

of people who are born different. 
 

When Karunia’s parents saw their baby girl for the first time, they looked 
upon her precious face, the dreams and hopes they had mentally built came 

crashing down.Their baby waved her hand. But where there should have 
been five tiny fingers, and nails as small and perfect as seashells, her fingers 

were fused together into a club. There was a sunken dip in her forehead and 
her dark eyes protruded. Her parents did not have the money needed to get 

Karunia the medical help she needed. 
 

However, through several organizations, especially the Compassion Survival 
Program, she was able to get the medical help and support she and her 

family needed.  
 



Perhaps her greatest accomplishment is one she may not even be aware of 
yet. Karunia lives in a small community in east Indonesia, where physical 

differences are rare. She’s the first to be born with Apert syndrome in her 
area, and her condition still attracts stares and hurtful comments. But with 

the support of her parents, family members and program staff, Karunia is a 
confident young girl who not only accepts her condition but is changing 

community mindsets. 
 

“’You are God’s gift’,” Karunia’s mother firmly tells her. And most 
importantly, Karunia knows it! 

 
Fact: Apert syndrome is a rare birth abnormality caused by a gene 

mutation. This can occur in babies with no family history of the disorder, or 
they can inherit it from a parent. 

 

Link:  Beautiful Boy (Darling Boy) – John Lennon 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1BZkYfqa4Fs 

 
Have a great week! 

 
In faith, 

 
Mary Sue 
 

 
 


