
A Little Light: Monday Musings with Mary Sue 

 

Welcome to April 5!  

 

Our family loves riddles- actually all kinds of brainteasers. Not only does it 

keep our brains engaged, it provides some healthy competition (well, most 

of the time). Below are a few riddles my nephew shared with us. They are 

from his “fowl” collection. He’s 11 and quite the connoisseur of tricky riddles! 

You will probably figure them out, but I did Google them so you could check 

your answers. The links are below! Have fun and share with your family.  

1- A duck was given $9, a spider was given $36, a bee was given $27. 

Based on this information, how much money would be given to a cat? 

https://www.greetingcardpoet.com/math-riddles-easy-hard-tricky/ 

2- If a hen and a half lay an egg and a half in a day and a half, how 
many eggs will half a dozen hens lay in half a dozen days? 

https://www.rd.com/list/math-riddles/ 

3- A farmer has a wolf, a chicken, and a bag of grain he needs to get 

accross a river. He has one boat to take them all across. He can only 

take one at a time. He can’t leave the wolf alone with chicken or the 

chicken alone with grain. How does he do it?  

https://www.riddlewot.com/riddles/IBgUHFuiTz 

 

Fact: A brain teaser is short, often just a few sentences long, but to arrive 

at the correct answer, you must use lateral thinking skills. Lateral thinking is 

a form of problem-solving that utilizes a more creative, less direct approach 

https://www.greetingcardpoet.com/math-riddles-easy-hard-tricky/
https://www.rd.com/list/math-riddles/
https://www.riddlewot.com/riddles/IBgUHFuiTz


to the problem. Analytical, logical problem solving encourages vertical 

thinking, which is an approach we’re often taught when dealing with math 

equations. Lateral thinking is the indirect approach. It helps us view 

problems in an entirely new light. It helps us find unique, creative solutions 

we might never have before imagined. 

 

Enjoy and have a great week. 

 

Mary Sue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


