
   A Little Light: Monday Musings with Mary Sue 

 
   

          Welcome to May 17, 2021 
 

 
Yesterday, my husband and I were talking with our son Jeremy, a junior at DePaul University in 
Chicago. We were discussing the joy of being back in person next fall. You know how 
conversations go, one thing led to another, and we were on the subject of the importance of 
class attendance. My son asked my husband Tim, a recently retired professor at UW-
Whitewater, did you have problems with your students not showing up for class or tests? Tim 
got a big smile on his face and said, “I always shared this story with my students at the 
beginning of the semester. It seemed to assist in dodging that problem.”   After hearing it, we 
laughed and certainly knew why it helped!  

Here’s the story: 

One-night four college students were out partying late night and didn’t study for the test which 
was scheduled for the next day. In the morning, they thought of a plan. They made themselves 
look dirty with grease and dirt. Then they went to their professor and said they had gone out to a 
wedding last night and on their way back the tire of their car burst and they had to push the car 
all the way back. Therefore, they were in no condition to take the test. 

The professor thought for a minute and said they would have the re-test in 3 days. They 
thanked her and said they would be ready by that time. On the third day, they appeared before 
the professor. She said that as this was a “special condition test”, all four were required to sit in 
separate classrooms for the test. They all agreed as they had prepared well in the last 3 days. 

The test consisted of only 2 questions with the total of 100 Points:                                               
1) Your Name?  (1 Point)                                                                                                                   
2) Which tire burst? __________ (99 Points)                                                                                 
Options – a) Front Left (b) Front Right (c) Back Left (d) Back Right 

Fact: If you tell the truth, you don’t have to remember anything. - Mark Twain 

Link: Jack Johnson - Anything But the Truth from To the Sea with lyrics 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NnjU9urbPY4 

Have a great week and keep it real!  

Mary Sue 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NnjU9urbPY4

