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Monday Musings with Mary Sue 

 

Memorial Day- 2021 

Last week I was taking a walk at St. Catherine of Alexandria on a sweet path 

that winds through the cemetery right behind the church. It is a beautiful 

stroll as the Stations of the Cross also line the path so it is a great place for 

prayer. Just as I was getting ready to head back to the office, I noticed an 

elderly woman trying to carry flowers to one of the graves. I quickly walked 

over to help her and of course, we started to chat. Edna, 92 years old, told 

me this story,  

“When I was a child, living in Iowa, we decorated graves on what you call 

now Memorial Day. It used to be called Decoration Day. In fact, for years we 

did it every Sunday.  

I remember, I was only 8 years old and one of our neighbors lost her 

husband and two sons in the war. I had never seen someone so sad; she 

was all alone. Every Sunday she would decorate their graves. However, she 

became ill and could not live in her home alone. She had to move and live 

with a cousin who could care for her. I recall her being very worried no one 

would decorate her boy’s graves. My mother promised she would never 

forget. And that was it, every Sunday we would go to the cemetery and 

decorate their graves. After my mother died, I decorated them too. My sister 

still lives in Iowa, she decorates the graves, and her daughter helps her. My 

husband and I moved to Wisconsin many years ago. Nevertheless, I never 

forget to decorate graves. It gives me a place to remember to be thankful.”  

I was deeply thankful to meet Edna. God puts so many beautiful people on 

my path. May I never forget the lessons they teach me. Remembering 

gratitude, whether by decorating a grave, sending a letter, or making a call 

to a loved one, matters and God is in the midst! 



Fact: In 1869, the head of an organization of Union veterans, Maj. Gen. 

John A. Logan, established Decoration Day. This was a way for the nation to 

honor the graves of those who died in the Civil War with flowers.  

Link: Pete Seeger, Where have all the Flowers Gone? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1y2SIIeqy34 

 

Have a beautiful week! 

 

In peace, 

 

Mary Sue 
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