
 

 

 

 

 

In 2016 I greeted the new year in Mexico. It was a wonderful experience to 

see how my/our North American-Mexican neighbors celebrated the 

Christmas season. One way that is very different from the U.S. is Christmas 

day is not when the big gift exchange occurs. Rather, it is Día de Los Reyes 

(Three Kings' Day), the feast of the Epiphany. The children receive the 

majority of their gifts from the Three Kings on January 6, rather than from 

Santa Claus on Christmas day. Before going to bed, the children put out 

their old shoes for the Magi. In the morning, the shoes are filled with toys 

and gifts from the Three Kings.  

I will never forget the message from a small child while I was in a market on 

January 5, the eve of the Three Kings. The child was getting his picture 

taken with one of the actors from a Three Kings play being held in the 

market. He was so excited! I was in the audience and standing next to his 

mother. When he saw me, he said (in Spanish), “Do the Three Kings bring 

gifts to people with yellow hair?” His mother was mortified and started to 

apologize but I loved it! I replied, “Yo espero que sí”- I hope so. He said, 

"Está bien si se olvidan porque Jesús no lo hará, ¡se acuerda de todos!" - 

It’s Ok if they forget to because Jesus won’t- he remembers 

everyone!”  I can still see his face and the beauty of his simple truth. From 

the mouth of babes comes much wisdom.  

 

Link:  We Three Kings: Jerome Silva and his daughter Lily 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bjGSCLw5cs 

 

Fact: In Spain and Mexico, one of the most important elements of 

“Día de los Reyes” is the “Rosca de Reyes”, or the Wreath of the 

Kings. A large, oval-shaped cake filled with sweetened dried fruit, 

the Kings Cake symbolizes a crown. A small white figurine 
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representing Baby Jesus is hidden inside the cake, commemorating 

the hiding of Jesus from Herod. Whoever gets the slice with the 

figurine has to host a party on February 2nd or “Día de la 

Candelaria” (specifically in Mexico, the family gets together on “Día 

de la Candelaria” for a tamale dinner, the person who found the 

baby Jesus figurine in the rosca has to buy the tamales). 

 

Jesus came to reveal the light within us. May we shine brightly for 

Christ in 2021! 

 

Peace, 

 

Mary Sue 

 

 

 

 


