
 

 

 

 

 

Last year I was at a New Years Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas with my family 

in West Lafayette, Indiana (home of Purdue University 😊). The priest 

shared this parable and I have returned to it many times this year. It is an 

insightful reminder that we often get more of what we focus on in one 

another. May 2021 bring us new eyes to see and ears to hear! Jesus 

is within us all.  

A Parable for 2021 

Chris pulled up to a gas station out in the country, and asked the gas station 

attendant, “What are the people like in the next town up ahead?” 

The attendant said, “What were the people like in the town you just came 

from?” 

“Awful people,” Chris responded. “Rude, cold, hostile, abrupt, unfriendly. 

They wouldn’t give me the time of day.” 

“Well,” said the attendant, “I’m sorry to say it, but you’re going to find 

exactly the same sort of people in the next town up ahead.” 

A bit later, another driver pulled in, heading in the same direction as the 

first. 

“What are the people like in the next town up ahead?” the second person 

asked. 

The attendant said, “What were the people like in the town you just came 

from?” 

“Wonderful people,” the person responded. “Friendly, warm, helpful, patient, 

kind. They went out of their way to help a stranger.” 

“Well,” said the attendant, “I’m happy to tell you that you’re going to find 

exactly the same kind of people in the next town up ahead.” 

A Little Light: Monday Musings with Mary Sue 

Welcome to the last days of December-2020! 



Link:  Patti LaBelle - New Attitude 1986 LIVE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0zdyTbavp6c 

 

Fact: According to Psychology Today, if you feel surrounded by lots of bad 

or at best neutral qualities in others, and only a sprinkling of dimly-sensed 

good ones, then you naturally feel less supported, less safe, and less inclined 

to be generous or pursue your dreams. Plus, in a circular way, when another 

person gets the feeling that you don't really see much that's good in him or 

her, that person is less likely to take the time to see much that's good in 

you. 

Seeing the good in others is thus a simple but very powerful way to feel 

happier and more confident, and become more loving and more productive 

in the world. 

 

New year Blessings, 

 

Mary Sue 

 

 

 

 


