
A Little Light:                                                                                                          

Monday Musings with Mary Sue 

 

Welcome to January 10, 2022! 

This past week I had a routine doctor's appointment and as I was waiting at 

the Madison clinic, I met an amazing woman (Annika) from South Africa. You 

know me, in spite of masks and social distancing; I still manage to connect 

with people. Sometimes it's a curse, but most the time it's a gift. This is 

certainly a time of gift and a true "God moment" in my life.  

As Annika and I were talking, she asked me about my work. I shared a bit 

about the cluster parishes and my ministry within them. She was very quiet 

and then said, "I was never a Christian until I heard this woman’s story at 

my neighbors church in South Africa. It changed my life and it’s true. It is 

amazing grace.” I was very curious and asked her if she would tell me the 

story. In fact, the receptionist at the desk could also hear and she too was 

moved. Here is her story… 

There was a court where the Truth and Reconciliation Commission were 

bringing an Officer, Van de Broek, who tortured and killed both the husband 

and the son of this South African woman during apartheid, to justice. The 

officer admitted his crimes which were brutal beyond belief.  

The judge asked this woman, “How should justice be done to this man who 

has so brutally destroyed your family?” She asked to be taken to the site 

where she witnessed her husband’s murder so she can gather the dust for a 

burial. She tells the officer that she wants him to visit her twice a month so 

she could be a mother to him and share her love. Finally, she asks to hug 

him so he can know that God has forgiven him through Jesus.  

I was ready to ask questions, but her ride was there to pick her up from the 

clinic. She winked at me and said, “We Christians have a lot of forgiving to 

do and ask for. Jesus needs us.”  I am still pondering and reflecting on her 

story and words. Another teacher along my path. 



Fact: The South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) was set 

up by the Government of National Unity to help deal with what happened 

under apartheid. The TRC effected its mandate through 3 committees: the 

Amnesty Committee, Reparation and Rehabilitation (R&R) Committee and 

Human Rights Violations (HRV) Committee. 

Link: Eva Cassidy- Time is a Healer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ttl-W-hVDpQ 

 

Have a beautiful week.  

 

In Peace- 

 

Mary Sue 
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