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Monday Musings with Mary Sue 

 

Valentine’s Day- 2022! 

“My neighbor wants to help too.” These were the words of Lynn, one of our dear 

parishioners from St. Joan of Arc. Several of our parishioners, from both parishes, 

have been donating warm blankets and other necessities to help some of our 

Hispanic brothers and sisters in the Whitewater area. However, Lynn’s friend 

(though not a parishioner at either parish) contributed a beloved comforter and this 

story touched my heart. 

Lynn’s neighbor has been ill with cancer. However, she wanted to be part of this 

effort and was moved to hear how many children and families were without 

warmth. As Lynn’s neighbor was gathering her extra blankets and sweaters, she 

was struggling with giving away her favorite comforter. This lovely down comforter 

was beloved and one she used. At first, she told Lynn she could not part with it 

(and Lynn encouraged her to keep it), but then she said, “Please take it as I could 

not use it tonight knowing people who are cold really need it.” Of course, we would 

never have wanted her dear neighbor to part with something she was using, and 

she is ill! However, that wasn’t the point. Lynn’s dear neighbor needed to share, to 

feel useful, and to know that her contribution was needed.  

I had the privilege of dropping that comforter off to a family that was sleeping in a 

very cold tiny space (only space heaters to rely upon) just outside of Whitewater. 

The relief and joy I saw in the mother’s face as I gave her the comforter and other 

treasures of warmth, was one I will never forget. She had been embraced by Jesus 

through the sacrifice of a stranger. I tell you what; life just doesn't get any more 

wonderful than that!  

We are hosting a sock and blanket drive at both parishes at the end of February! 

Collections will take place after each Mass. Check out our webpage for more details: 

www.scsjcluster.org 

Fact: Article on the Importance of Making Sacrifices: 

https://www.theatlantic.com/family/archive/2021/02/why-lent-and-other-

sacrifices-make-us-happy/618053/ 

http://www.scsjcluster.org/
https://www.theatlantic.com/family/archive/2021/02/why-lent-and-other-sacrifices-make-us-happy/618053/
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Link: You Raise Me: Westlife 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bxc9hbwkkw 

Have a great week! 
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