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Monday Musings with Mary Sue 

 

Welcome to May! 

We had a group of old and new friends for dinner. One of the couples had not heard 
this wonderful story, and I typically ask Hassimi to tell it when we have new friends 
around the table! He is such a good sport and shares the story with a twinkle in his 

eye! Every time I hear it, I have a good laugh, and I am amazed at Hassimi’s 
creativity! Here’s the story, and here’s the question: What would you have 

done? 

Hassimi is 6’10,’’ and his shoe size is 16 EE. Yes, he’s a tall guy with very long feet! 
Several years ago, he was coming to the University of Wisconsin - Whitewater to 

interview for a position as a Chemistry Professor. He was finishing his doctoral work 
in Iowa and had done lots of studying and interviewing. While juggling all those 
pieces, he realized he had arrived in Whitewater, Wisconsin, with his suit and only 

one dress shoe! It was Tuesday at 8 pm. His interview with the entire Chemistry 
dept. was at 9 am the following day. The only store open was Walmart, and he 

knew they would not have size 16 EE dress shoes. He did not have enough time to 
drive back to Iowa for the other shoe. So, what would you do? Well, here’s what he 
did! 

Hassimi went to Walmart, bought several adhesive bandages, and wrapped his 

other foot. As soon as he walked into the interview, they all assumed he had a 
basketball injury. He said, “I just smiled and nodded my head.” Most importantly, 

he got the job! I am not sure what I would have done. However, I love that he was 

“thinking on his feet.” Yes, pun intended.  

Fact: There are several tools to encourage creativity in the workplace. Creative 
problem solving is one of them, which facilitates the development of innovative 
solutions to complex problems.    See Harvard Business School 

Insights: https://online.hbs.edu/blog/post/what-is-creative-problem-solving 

https://online.hbs.edu/blog/post/what-is-creative-problem-solving


Link: Mumford and Sons – Below my Feet 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVVXGuurXbA 

Have a great week! 

Peace- 

Mary Sue 
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