
A Little Light:                                                                                                                                                                     

Monday Musings with Mary Sue 

 

Welcome to August 30, 2021 

The world is full of hard stories right now. We have many who need our prayers. However, 

every once in while a story of hope comes my way and it renews my faith in humanity and 

reminds me God is within and among us. This is a story of a determined woman who found 

hope through the kindness and creativity of others, her faith, and a knack for making scones. 

Meet Mary O'Halloran-here’s her story:  

“We got shut down two days before St. Patrick’s Day (2020) due to the pandemic. Always the 

biggest day for an Irish bar. My husband is a dockworker, so he was trapped in the Aleutian 

Islands for nine months—no flights out. It was just me and six kids that needed homeschooling. 

Everyone had so much faith in me to survive. Maybe because I keep the tough side out—

everyone assumed I was OK. Nobody knew I was full of worries. Month after month, I’m falling 

further behind on the rent. It felt like the walls were closing in.” 

“But my regulars kept showing up. They ran errands for me. Sometimes they’d take the kids on 

walks to give me a break. There was a group of Irish musicians who would play here every 

Thursday night. They helped me set up an online store, so that I could sell scones to the music 

people. Soda bread scones with homemade blackberry jam. My mother’s recipe from back in 

Ireland. Really, it’s the simplest thing-- but all six of us kids used to line up for them.” 

“In January, a reporter named Roger Clark from NY1 came to do a story on the bar—about how 

I’ve been running it all alone, with my kids. And that angel, he had the anchors taste a scone live 

on TV. It created big scone hype for a few months. It wasn’t a ton of money. I was only making 

$1800 for 100 boxes of scones. It wasn’t paying rent or anything. But it was something to do, 

you know? I finally found something that was working. People were writing notes, saying: ‘I 

gave these to my grandmother, and she loved them.’ It was the little bit of light that I needed. It 



pulled me forward. I didn’t feel alone anymore. It was like: ‘Oh My God, there’s something out 

there.’” 

“Then, Brandon Stanton, from the Humans of New York, added this to his post about me and my 

Irish scones: ‘For $30, you can get an order of scones, and a limited-edition drawing from Mary’s 

daughter Erinn. (Depending on the amount of orders, the drawing might not be highly intricate. 

A lassie’s gotta do her homework.) Each box will also include an invisible Irish blessing that will 

be passed down through the generations to all of your descendants until the end of the time. 

You can find the link to the magical HONY scones online here: https://maryos.nyc/   ‘So if you 

are also in a tough spot, but want to try the scones, do not worry. The $18 non-magical scones 

are still available through her website.’ 

“My business took off. I have now sold over $1,000,000 worth of soda bread scones! I use my 

son’s high school kitchen a few evenings a week. I could not have done this alone. It took my 

family and a community that cares!” 

Fact: Human of New York (HONY), now has over twenty million followers on social media, and 

provides a worldwide audience with daily glimpses into the lives of strangers on the streets of 

New York City. ... Over the past five years, it has also expanded to feature stories from over 

twenty different countries. 

Link: NPR’s Scott Simon speaks with Mary O'Halloran: 

https://www.npr.org/2021/08/21/1029957359/soda-bread-scones-bonanza 

 

Have a beautiful week! 

 

Mary Sue  
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