
A Little Light:                                                                                                           

Monday Musings with Mary Sue Reutebuch 

 

Welcome to October 25, 2021 

My husband Tim and I decided to make our annual visit to the Apple Barn. It is not 

far from our house, a fun autumn outing, and great apples! As we entered the 

parking lot, it was packed. We saw two women were getting into their car, so we 

decided to pull to the side and wait so we could snag their spot. However, little did 

we know, God had other plans for us (Tim tells me these situations only seem to 

happen when I’m around). Here’s the story…. 

As we waited for them to pull out, we saw the younger woman trying to help an 

older woman (we soon learned was her mother) out of a wheelchair and back into 

the car. It became clear to us that the daughter was having a difficult time and was 

very frustrated. I got out of the car to offer assistance. However, as I approached 

the car it was clear the younger woman was upset. She began to cry and walked 

away. She left the car door open and her mother sitting in the wheelchair.  

I quickly and loudly said to the daughter, “We can help mam. Would you like us to 

assist?”, but she just kept on walking. Yikes! Tim and I did not feel comfortable 

leaving the older woman alone in the wheelchair and she too was weeping. We 

introduced ourselves and asked if we could visit for a few moments until her 

daughter returned. She immediately assured us she was fine; however, as we 

better assessed the situation, it was clear she had soiled herself.  

Tim and I quickly talked. He went to get the daughter, and I stayed with the mom. 

She told me she was a burden to her daughter and said, “I want to be with my 

husband, he’s with Jesus.” I asked her to tell me about her husband and she lit up. 

So, as we waited, she told me about Earl, how they met, their family dairy 

business, and their children.  

As Tim walked back with the daughter, he too learned a few things. He was able to 

give her the name of an agency that one of his students was interning with that 

might be of help for home services. In addition, some ideas for emotional support 



for her. As we helped them get the mom into the car, it became clear we were 

meant to connect. God is rarely subtle with me!  

As their car backed out, another car was waiting, and took the spot. We could not 

help but laugh! And our car needed to move because it was blocking two other 

cars. We decided to skip the orchid and head home for a glass of wine! It was 

definitely 5 pm. somewhere.   

  

Fact: Caregivers of the elderly need extra support and built in breaks every day. 

Here’s an article on six ways to assist. https://dailycaring.com/6-ways-to-make-it-

easier-for-caregivers-to-take-a-break/ 

Link: This is Love, Mary Chapin Carpenter 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfY9KtnEB6Y 

  

Have a beautiful week. 

 

With joy, 

 

Mary Sue  
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