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Monday Musings with Mary Sue Reutebuch 

 

Welcome to November 8, 2021 

It has been my privilege to meet many lovely and exceptional people. However, my mother in law will 

remain as one of the best. Although she had many exceptional traits, what I valued most was her rare 

spiritual gift of contentment.  

I met Viola 36 years ago (that is hard to believe- but it is so).  As I share some of her story, it is important 

for you to know that not once did I ever hear her complain, or want anything she did not have! She lived 

her life with joy, acceptance and a gratitude for what was before her.  

She and my father in law lived on a small piece of land in the middle of Indiana. They raised 7 children 

who were all living in various places throughout the United States and New Zealand. Although they 

never made more than $10,000 a year, their children did not know poverty. Joe, my father in law, built 

their houses and worked as a custodian. Viola grew most of their food, made clothes, rugs, quilts, pies, 

noodles, used a wringer washer, roofed houses, made her own bread, and never had a “store bought 

dress” until our wedding. The wedding dress she is wearing in this picture, she made. 

She encouraged her children to study hard and all seven of their children were valedictorians of their 

class, earned full scholarships, and went to college. She knew that they would not be returning to live in 

their rural Indiana town; there were no jobs. This choice to push for an education would mean letting 

them go, and she did. Viola did not have a selfish bone in her body.  

Last week my dear mother in law died. She died as she lived, no complaining or wanting more, an 

acceptance and faith in God’s love. I will always be grateful for what she taught me and I experience this 

same gift in my husband Tim. I have learned that contentment is not only a choice and a spiritual gift; it 

is a healthy way to live.  

As we move towards the holidays, often filled with “wants”, let’s remember Viola’s wisdom of 

contentment. It is where happiness can be found- to know we are enough and have enough.  

Fact: Contentment is not a feeling of well-being contingent on keeping circumstances under control, but 

instead it promotes a joy in spite of circumstances, looking to God who never varies. It is not based on 

external circumstances, but rather on an internal source 



Link: Enough // Elias Dummer // New Song Cafe  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OD-wdytFVz4 

 

Have a beautiful week filled with an awareness of God’s love!          

Mary Sue                                                                                                                                                                                                 
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