
A Little Light: 

 Monday Musings with Mary Sue 

 

Welcome to December 27! 

Our neighbor’s niece (Sofia) is in town visiting from Spain. On Thursday, I stopped 

over to drop off a Christmas gift and had a lovely conversation with her. One of our 

conversations centered on both Christmas and New Year’s Eve traditions. Sofia 

shared that in her village (and most of Spain) the common New Year’s Eve tradition 

is to eat 12 grapes at midnight. The 12 grapes represent the hope that eating one 

grape for each month will bring prosperity and good luck. Sofia became teary and 

shared a beautiful story how the grapes came as a miracle. In her heart, Sofia 

believed her grandmother helped her mother from heaven. Here’s her story…. 

Each New Year’s Eve Sofia’s family would go to Mass and afterwards they would 

stop by their grandmother’s home for dinner and stay for grapes at midnight. It 

was a family tradition that was filled with many memories and rituals. However, in 

October of that year her Grandmother died. It was a painful time for their family, 

especially her mother. Her mother’s grief was heavy and she became withdrawn 

and deeply sad. As the family was quite worried, they decided to skip Mass and the 

grapes celebration that year. Sofia shared how sad she was, as she had never 

known a New Year’s Eve without these traditions.  

However, that New Year’s Eve, about an hour before Mass, the priest at their local 

parish called her parents and asked if they could come to the church immediately 

as a package was left for their grandmother at the church and he had no place to 

keep it. They were so confused, but decided to go and sort this out. When they 

arrived at the church, there was a large crate of grapes. Apparently, their 

grandmother, unbeknownst to them, purchased grapes for 20 families in the area 

who could not afford them and dropped them off each year before Mass! The priest 

knew the names and gave them the addresses. They delivered the grapes and at 

each home, the families talked about her wonderful and generous grandmother. 

This experience slowly but surely brought her mother to life again! From then on, 

each New Year’s Eve her family would deliver grapes to these families and a few 

others as well. It is what she called the “Grandma Grapes Miracle.” God’s creativity 

never ceases to amaze and inspire me! 

 



Fact: According to tradition, it is believed that whoever eats their 12 grapes as the 

bells chime (one for each of the twelve chimes) will have a lucky and prosperous 

year. A quick word of advice: Although it may seem an easy task – after all, it is 

only twelve grapes. However, it is tricky getting them all in your mouth before the 

bells stop chiming is difficult. To improve your chances of success, make sure to 

choose small grapes! 

Link: Dan Fogelberg - Same Auld Lang Syne 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwtkZ7oTv1o 

 

May the New Year bring hope, a deepened faith, and great joy! 

 

Mary Sue 
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