
                                   Confirmation 

 

Social Justice – Christian Works of Service 
Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy 

 

           Gifts of the Spirit 

  

                 

    

The Spirit confers on each baptized person 

the gifts needed to carry on the ministry of 

Jesus.  These gifts are to be used for the 

common good.  Common good assumes a 

respect and dignity for each human person 

and for those basic rights needed for a truly 

human life: food, clothing, shelter and 

healthcare. Jesus himself showed us what it 

means to be a servant and to minister to those 

in need.  As his disciples, we protect these 

basic rights by ensuring that people have 

what they need to sustain life and freedom; 

by speaking up for those who have no voice 

of their own; by teaching self-sufficiency; by 

standing up with people against those who 

would deny them their basic human right. 

 

          Justice evolves toward Love 

 

Justice involves giving to another person 

whatever that person has a right to.  Justice 

respects the basic rights of others.  It gives as 

much as it receives.  Love goes above and 

beyond justice.  Love gives more than the 

other has a right to.  Real love, the kind Jesus 

taught, gives especially to those who haven’t 

“earned” the giving.  Love goes looking for 

the lonely, the needy, the poor, the hungry, 

the unpopular, and ministers to their needs. 

 

         Who is our neighbor? 

 

Social Justice and Christian works of service 

are the Christ-like responses to the needs of 

others.  Often times these people and their 

needs are very near us every day but we do 

not even notice.  Jesus himself especially looked 

for and cared about those people no one else 

counted as important.  Jesus taught us about 

breaking down barriers between us and them, 

about caring for people we wouldn’t usually even 

notice.  This point is beautifully illustrated in the 

story of the Good Samaritan from Luke 10:25-

37.   

 

A call to action 

 

The connection between Confirmation and 

service is this: that each confirmed Christian has 

a calling and a responsibility to serve as a living 

example of Jesus teachings – to serve one another 

with a grateful heart.  God calls us to serve and 

we say, “Here I am, Lord!”  Social justice and 

Christian works of service start in the 

community of your family and ripple out to 

your school and church community and on to 

the community at large.  These are the places 

where we, as disciples, truly become His hands 

and feet and share that Christ-like response we 

are called to provide.  These are the places where 

we draw upon the spiritual gifts received at our 

Baptism to carry on the ministry begun by Jesus. 

 

“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says 

he has faith but does not have works?  Can that 

faith save him?  If a brother or sister has 

nothing to wear and has no food for the day, 

and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, keep 

warm, and eat well,” but you do not give them 

the necessities of the body, what good is it?  So 

also faith of itself, if it does not have works, is 

dead.”  James: 14-17 

 

 

 

 



WORKS OF MERCY 
 

“If someone who has worldly means sees a brother in need and refuses him 

compassion, how can the love of God remain in him?  Children, let us love 

not in word or speech but in deed and truth.”  1 Jn 3:17-18 

 

 

 

The Corporal Works of Mercy 
 

1. Feed the hungry. 

2. Give drink to the thirsty. 

3. Clothe the naked. 

4. Shelter the homeless. 

5. Comfort the imprisoned.   

6. Visit the sick. 

7. Bury the dead. 

 
 

 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy 
 

1. Admonish sinners. 

2. Instruct the uninformed. 

3. Counsel the doubtful. 

4. Comfort the sorrowful. 

5. Be patient with those in error. 

6. Forgive offenses. 

7. Pray for the living and the dead. 
 



My Journal of Social Justice – Christian Works of Service 
 

When journaling your Christian works of service, keep in mind the Corporal and Spiritual 

works of mercy, which can be found in the back of your books. 

 

The purpose and vision of family, church and community service is to 

fulfill our calling as Catholics to do as Christ tells us in the Gospel of 

Matthew.       “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for 

me, in prison and you visited me…whatever, you did for one of these least brothers of 

mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 25:35-40) 

 

Please journal your works of service in narrative format.  Describe the experience as well 

as your encounter with Jesus within the experience.  Remember to include your name, 

the date and location of your service experience.  Once you have completed this sheet 

please continue your journal on notebook paper, remembering to include the information 

requested above. 
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