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Blessed Trinity Parish Pastoral Council 

Meeting Minutes for March 21, 2022 

 

Date March 21, 2022 

Time 7:00 PM 

Location Virtual Meeting via Zoom 

Attendance Pastoral Team:  Fr. Peter Quinn, Fr. Joe Rossi 
PPC Members in attendance:  Mihran Keoseian (chair), 
Carole Prest (co-chair), Wes Baker, Tom Emberley, Peter 
Fidrych, Lori Haupert, Rachel Hepp, Karen Duggan 
McNamara, Joyce O’Donnell, Bob O’Neill 
Ex Officio Members:  Deacon Bill Dwyer, Sue Gormley, 
Debbie Rhodes 
Guests: Jeffrey Gottschalk, Robert Stall from FINCOM 
Regrets:  Rita Biagiano, Shaun Driscoll 

Facilitator  
 

Carole Prest 

Recording of Meeting Minutes Joyce O’Donnell 
Next Recorder will be Bob O’Neill 

Welcome & Opening Remarks Mihran called the meeting to order at 7:05 and welcomed 
everyone. 

Opening Prayer Fr. Peter “Thoughts in Solitude” 

Here & Now 
Roundtable 

All members shared news and happenings of personal 
and family matters.  

Reading of Meeting Minutes Moved, Seconded and Voted to approve the minutes of 
February 7, 2022. 

Guests: Jeff Gottschalk and Robert 
Stall from FINCOM 
 

Jeff shared a memorandum itemizing expenditures 
required over the next 2-3 years to address maintenance 
and improvement items through the next 5 years.   
FINCOM is recommending a capital campaign to raise 
approximately $1MM.  
 
The current cost estimate is approximately $856,000 but 
does not include several capital improvements.  For 
example, the estimate does not include any 
improvements to the rectory which needs updates to the 
bathrooms and kitchen.  A recommendation was made to 
include these costs in our request for funding so that we 
don’t have to organize a future fundraising campaign.    
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The expenditures are to cover long term repairs that have 
a time frame of 20+ years.  Some items have been 
deferred several times and need to be addressed and 
includes improvements to both St. Anne and St. 
Catherine’s.  
  
The current state of the supply chain will likely extend the 
schedule of completion for some of the larger projects. 
 
FINCOM has asked Bob Garside from the town of Groton 
to help develop the capital improvement plan.   
 
There was discussion around prioritizing projects that are 
critical such as St. Catherine’s roof leaks.   A 
recommendation was made to review how to develop a 
“music space” used during worship at St. Anne’s.   

Sue Gormley, Liturgy Committee Discussed upcoming Holy Week and Triduum.  Triduum 
masses will be at St. Catherine’s so that they can be live-
streamed.  One person is expected to receive the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist. 
 
Another mass was added for Easter Sunday  at St. Anne’s 
at 7am.   Thus, for Easter there will be a 7:00 and an 8:30 
Mass at St. Anne’s and a 10:30 at St. Catherine’s.  
Bringing up of offertory gifts and passing baskets will 
resume on Easter.  Assistance from young altar servers 
will also resume.   
 
Attendance of Stations of the Cross reported to be 20 or 
so people.  Confirmation classes will begin helping during 
these events.  Confirmation class is holding a gathering 
on Sunday, March 27, in support of Ukraine, located in 
the parking lot next to the rectory at 7pm.    

Debbie Rhodes, Easter Journey of 
Joy to Pentecost 

Debbie shared the weekly events from April 17 through 
June 5.  The planning committee is enthusiastic and 
excited about the program. Individual events will be 
promoted via social media.  The program will finish up 
with a Parish picnic on Sunday June 5 at St. Anne.  Both 
Sunday masses that week will be at St. Anne’s.    

Delegation Sent to Kansas Suggestion to have one of them share what they learned 
with the PPC.   
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Adoration Schedule & Prayer 
Challenge 

Deacon Bill reminded us of the 24 hour veneration/ 
adoration prior to Palm Sunday.   

Bob O’Neill, Karen Duggan 
McNamara - Synod Update 

Karen McNamara has been busy promoting the Synod via 
notices in the bulletin and the parish website.  She has 
scheduled several tentative meetings and sent emails to 
leaders of faith groups -requires some follow-up.   
Karen plans to meet with ministry groups as well.  She 
acknowledged that many people in the parish are still 
uneducated about this program.  Karen reported that the 
next Parish newsletter has a half page dedicated to this 
topic.  
Karen acknowledged that the process may need several 
meetings.  We want to highlight how our parish has been 
successful with parish outreach and has numerous 
successful ministries.   
The schedule of the process requires all meetings be 
completed by the end of May.  A report to the diocese 
will need to be drafted and needs to address all ten 
sections of the Synod program.  A request was made that 
all of the PPC members be part of a group, and then help 
to pull the information together. PPC members agreed.   
The draft document will need to be reviewed prior to 
submitting to the diocese. 
Mihran suggested that anyone that volunteers to 
facilitate sessions be given some training.  
Sue Gormley offered to use one of her groups as a test 
session.      

Youth Ministry   Bob O’Neill and Karen met with Mary Collins about what 
is currently being done with the youth including the 
Confirmation Program and SVDP Youth.  They reported 
that the church has not been able to engage the newly 
confirmed students as much as was planned due to the 
pandemic (Beyond Confirmation ministry). Mary would 
like to be supporting students after confirmation and 
after high school and college.  She suggested emails, 
cards, treats via more structured program.   
Mary could use more administrative help and support to 
re-engage parents and students, and to re-establish a 
support structure to backfill resources as years progress 
and students and parents move on. 
Bob O’Neill knew of an Office Young Adult Ministries 
when he was a young adult.  Mary agreed to find out if 
that ministry is still active.  The PPC discussed 
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collaborating with other parishes or getting ideas of what 
other parishes are doing.   
Tom Emberley noted the difficulty in engaging the young 
adults during pandemic when only Zoom was available.  
Tom described the “Sleep in Heavenly Peace” program 
that was successful in engaging the youth SVDP as it was 
a safe activity.   
Mission Trip discussions are starting – parents of high 
school students are trying to “re-start” this program.    
Discussed the “Catholic Heart” workcamp to jump start 
the mission trip program, however it was noted that 
there is a substantial down payment that is challenging.   
Current ideas for mission trips are focusing on local 
programs until the momentum can be built again but 
requires significant commitment from parents. 

Final Comments Father Joe and Father Peter asked the PPC and FINCOM 
to conduct an analysis regarding the proposed capital 
campaign to cover maintenance repairs for the two 
churches.  The analysis needs to consider our vision for 
the future of the Parish and potential options.  Requested 
that we pray about this.  A suggestion to include this as 
part of the Synodal discussions.    Carole suggested doing 
“scenario planning” to prioritize the capital expenditures 
for each scenario.  It was noted that expenditures that 
affect safety need to be prioritized. 
Father Joe echoed the need to get parents involved in 
youth programs.  The availability of youth ministers is 
extremely limited and our financial situation deters hiring 
a new staff member to lead this.   Father Joe favors the 
model of doing local mission work to re-start the 
program. 

Closing Prayer Peace and support to the people of Ukraine. 

Adjournment:  9:00 PM 

Next Meeting Monday May 2, at 7:00 PM 
PPC voted on to meet in person on May 2.   

 


