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There is something about the Apostle Peter with which we can relate - we share a 
common humanity with him in our imperfections! In the midst of our own faith 
formation, we can see from the Gospels how Peter in his myriad manifestations 
evolved through his own faith formation. In our joys and triumphs, the Gospels 
show us Peter in his. In our doubts and inconsistent behaviors, we can empathize 
with Peter as he also endured his own. 
 
Beginning on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, Peter and his brother, Andrew, 
immediately dropped their fishing nets when called by Jesus, “Come with me and I 
will teach you to catch men.” (Mt 4). While the Gospels vary in detail regarding 
this encounter, Peter, in Luke’s Gospel, is said to have exclaimed, “Go away from 
me Lord! I am a sinful man!” Peter had just realized his nets were bursting with 
fish where Jesus had said to cast them! (Lk 5). And so right from the start, there 
was an aspect of Peter which was spiritually prescient concerning Jesus’ identity. 
 
When Jesus later asked His apostles, “Who do people say I am?” it was Peter who 
answered, “You are the Messiah!” (Mk 8). Jesus’ response back to Peter was 
equally emphatic, “…this truth did not come to you from any human being, but it 
was given to you directly by my Father in Heaven.” (Mt 16). This was a remarkable 
statement for Jesus to make. 
 
But electric as Peter’s spiritual insight might have seemed, his humanity and clay 
feet were never too far away! In Matthew, when Peter ‘rebuked’ Jesus after 
hearing Him say He was going to suffer, die, and rise again after three days, Jesus 
snapped back, “Get away from Me, Satan! Your thoughts are men’s thoughts, not 
God’s!” (Mk 8). And when Jesus was teaching about what makes a person 
‘unclean,’ Peter unabashedly asked Him for further explanation, this was too 
much for Jesus to bear, “You are still no more intelligent than the others! Don’t 
you understand?” (Mt 15). 
 
Yes, indeed, Peter was wired into the Revelation of God, but could oscillate back 
and forth just as we do…In the Gospel of John, some of Jesus’ followers started to 
grumble and leave Him, because they felt His teaching was becoming too hard 



and difficult. Jesus then asked the twelve apostles, “Would you like to leave also?” 
It was Peter who replied, “Lord, to whom would we go?” And then, “You are the 
Holy One from God.” (Jn 6). The pendulum had swung back! 
 
But the yo-yo effect was never far away! Whether it was Peter’s being unable to 
stay awake and to pray with Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, or impulsively 
severing the right ear of the High Priest’s slave, or infamously denying Jesus three 
times in the High Priest’s courtyard near where Jesus was on trial, Peter can be 
seen in all his frailty, weakness, and human imperfection. 
 
One time in the midst of a great storm on the Sea of Galilee, the terrified disciples 
saw Jesus walking towards them as they cowered in their boat. Peter got out of 
the boat and tried to walk on the water as the Lord was coming towards them. 
“Courage,” Jesus said. “It is I. Don’t be afraid!” But as Peter took a few steps, he 
began to sink and cried out, “Save me, Lord.” And Jesus reached out and grabbed 
him. “How little faith you have! Why did you doubt?” (Mt 14). Poor Peter! He was 
the ONLY ONE to get out of the boat, but Jesus, nevertheless, criticized his lack of 
faith! Perhaps Jesus was preparing him and holding him to a higher standard than 
the rest of the other apostles. 
 
Yet in the face of all these repeated missteps, Jesus would still say, “Your name 
will be Cephas,” which means rock. (Jn 1). Jesus saw something in Peter which He 
liked.  
 
Remember, Peter had witnessed much during the brief period of Jesus’ ministry. 
His own mother-in-law had, in fact, been healed by Jesus when she was sick in 
bed with a fever! Peter had been at the Transfiguration, “Lord…I will make three 
tents here, one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah,” and had seen Jesus 
feed the crowd of 5000. And by the way, how did Peter know it was Moses and 
Elijah at the Transfiguration!? (Lk 9). 
 
It was Peter who asked Jesus the fundamental question, “Lord, how many times 
can my brother sin against me, and I have to forgive him? Seven times?” And then 
the answer from Jesus down through the ages, “No, not seven times, but seventy 
times seven.” (Mt 18). And yet again in the Upper Room at the Last Supper when 
Jesus was washing His apostles’ feet, Peter could not suppress himself and blurted 



out, “You will never at any time wash my feet!” To which, Jesus reacted 
vehemently, “If I do not wash your feet, you will no longer by My disciple.” (Jn 13). 
 
But then, a complete collapse and loss of courage…! As already stated, Peter 
denied knowing Jesus three times while in the courtyard of the High Priest, on the 
third occasion saying, “Man, I don’t know what you are talking about!” (Lk 22). 
With that, the Lord turned and looked straight at Peter…and Peter wept and 
wept, and went into hiding, and did not witness the crucifixion of Jesus. In short, 
Peter, who had been everywhere with Jesus, disappeared! 
 
That is, disappeared until the day of the Resurrection, when Mary Magdalene 
rushed to tell him and the Apostle John that the stone had been rolled away from 
the tomb’s entrance, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb…” Peter and John 
ran to the tomb and Peter was the first to enter… (Jn 20). 
 
In the following days, Jesus made various appearances to His disciples and 
apostles. According to John, the last was at the Sea of Galilee, where Peter had 
first met Jesus years before. Peter and some of the apostles were in a boat, when 
John noticed that a person talking to them from the shoreline was actually Jesus, 
“It is the Lord!” (Jn 21). Peter instantaneously jumped overboard into the water 
and either waded or swam to shore!  
 
After a sunrise meal, Jesus asked Peter three times, “Simon, son of John, do you 
love me?” Peter answered in the affirmative each time, the last time saying, 
“Lord, You know everything; You know that I love You!” And Jesus’ final response, 
“Take care of My sheep.” Then said, “Follow Me!” (Jn 21). There was absolutely 
not one word of recrimination to Peter about his behavior in the High Priest’s 
courtyard, but just “Follow Me!” Jesus knew Peter was agonizingly sorry. 
 
And thus is a snapshot of the complicated, beautiful heritage we have of Peter, 
the fallible, likable disciple and apostle. In choosing Peter, Jesus was telling all of 
His followers through the millennia that He knew failures would occur with us.  
The important thing was to never give up, and to keep trying. The very thing 
which so often causes us to despair and to lose hope – seemingly endless relapses 
– was what particularly distinguished and endeared Peter. He always got back up! 
And so can we! That is the ultimate lesson for our faith formation.  


