
A UNIQUE CROSS 
 

Soon after the Statue of Brigid was installed, a child asked me, “Why is she holding a 

ninja throwing star?”   

 

Brigid is in fact holding a very unique Cross 

 

The origin of the Cross goes something like this. It is said 

that St. Brigid was called to the deathbed of an old pagan 

chieftain. He was suffering greatly and those around him 

believed Brigid could bring him peace. She arrived at his 

bedside and tried to console him with her words. While he 

was still restless, Brigid picked up a few rushes that were spread on the floor and began 

to weave a cross. 

 

The chieftain was interested in the cross and began to ask her questions about it. Brigid 

explained to him the life of Jesus Christ and his death on the cross. This greatly consoled 

him and brought peace to his soul. He subsequently converted to the Christian faith and 

was baptized before he died. 

Ever since, Christians in Ireland have made crosses out of straw or rushes and placed 

the cross on their doorways (traditionally on February 1st, her feast day and the first day 

of Spring in the Celtic calendar) after getting them blessed by the parish priest. It is 

believed that the cross will protect the home from evil spirits, fire, and hunger. It’s the 

first bit of greenery brought into the home and so points to Spring, Resurrection and 

New Life) 

This belief reflects the spiritual power of the cross, as it is similarly stated in this ancient 

blessing of a cross found in the Roman Ritual. 

Lord Jesus Christ, bless + this cross by which you snatched the world from Satan’s 

grasp, and on which you overcame by your suffering the tempter to sin, who rejoiced 

in the first man’s fall in eating of the forbidden tree. May this cross be hallowed in the 

name of the Father, + and of the Son, + and of the Holy + Spirit; and may all who 

kneel and pray before this cross in honor of our Lord find health in body and soul; 

through Christ our Lord. 

 

The weaving of the St. Brigid’s cross is a beautiful tradition, one that is hinged on the 

saving action performed by Jesus Christ on Mount Calvary. 

Since we are all confined and looking for projects to keep our children occupied 



Here is how you make one (God Bless YOU TUBE !!!!!) I remember making these as a 

child 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS854US854&q=materials+to+mak

e+a+brigid%27s+cross&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjsyMf19LDoAhXSm-

AKHXnkDLcQ1QIoBXoECAsQBg&biw=1229&bih=578#kpvalbx=_YNh4XqCLJeaMggf

brqfACg65 
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