
Saint Katharine Drexel Parish & School 
503 S. Spring St. 
Beaver Dam, WI 53916 

FOOTBALLMANIA - 10 WEEK SEASON IS BACK!  
 

The advantage of 10 weeks is the potential to award MORE WINNERS! 
Tickets cost just $20—(That’s just $2 per week.) 
Each week there is the potential to award 30 winners and $1,400! 
Last season we awarded 130 cash prizes in just 10 weeks. 
 

FOOTBALLMANIA has helped St. Katharine Drexel raise over $275,000 in profit in the past 9 seasons. 
SKDS profits $14 for every ticket sold.  This is a fantastic fundraiser for St. Katharine Drexel! 
This year we hope to raise over $25,000 in this fun, entertaining sweepstakes raffle.  
Profit is directed straight to the daily operation of our school.  
 

Please consider buying a ticket for yourself and as gifts!  They make excellent graduation, birthday, and anytime gifts. 
 

Thank you so much for your support!  Your generosity has made a real impact on the ability for SKDS to continue providing a Quality, 
Faith-filled Catholic Education to the children of St. Katharine Drexel Parish.   
 

If you need more information, want to buy or are willing to sell tickets, contact: Mike Kaul 210-3212, Beth Jewell 763-4963,  
Jill Kaufmann 344-1352, the Parish Center 887-2082, the School Office 885-5558 or any SKD School Family. 

 

An exciting sweepstakes based on  
professional football! 
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Saint Katharine Drexel School 
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin 

Alumni and Friends 

Upcoming Events 

Dear Friends of SKDS: 
We love our volunteers and we 

hope they know it!  The introductory 
letter to our Volunteer Handbook 
states:  Volunteers enrich school 
programs by furnishing human  
resources from the community.  
They provide an “extra pair of hands” 
which contributes to a more person-
alized and meaningful education for 
our students.  They help extend the 
reach of our professional staff.  
“Many hands make light work.” 

Volunteering is a two-way street.  
The time, abilities, skills, and human 
caring that are shared with our stu-
dents and staff are compensated by 
warm relationships with children, 
teachers, and peers.  There is great 
satisfaction in seeing students  
develop. 

Volunteer assistance is invalu-
able.  When professionals use time 
for planning, training, and supervis-
ing volunteers, the result enables the 
professional to extend his/her effec-
tiveness rather than simply reduce 
his/her workload.  The volunteer 
never replaces professional staff, but 
rather allows the professional to 
enrich and extend the educational 
program with the aid of a volunteer.   

We know we couldn’t do half of 
what we do as well as we do it  
without the help of our wonderful 
volunteers.  Therefore, we dedicate 
this edition of Crossing Paths to our 
wonderful volunteers.  We have 
many but we will focus on those who 
work one on one with our students 
as tutors in the classroom. 

Six individuals come to us week-
ly, sometimes several times during 
the week to help in this role.  They 
are Margaret Bennett, John Koenig, 
Mary Luckas, Jean Ramer, Margaret 
Sadoski, and Rosemary Schulz.  We 

thought it would be interesting and 
fun to share a little bit about each of 
these delightful individuals.   
 

MARGARET  
BENNETT grew up 
on a farm outside of 
Beaver Dam and 
attended St. Peter 
School for nine 
years.  She went on 

to graduate from UW-Oshkosh with 
majors in PE and biology and minor 
in history.  Eventually she started 
teaching at St. Pat’s, later added St. 
Pete’s and stayed on through the 
consolidation into UCPS and eventu-
ally SKDS.  Mrs. Bennett’s four  
children graduated from UCPS and 
three of her six grandchildren attend 
Port Catholic in Port Washington.  
She volunteers because she wants 
to help children learn.  She believes 
in SKDS, the quality of the education 
it provides, and that she can help 
make a difference.  Mrs. Bennett will 
always remember the smiles on the 
faces of the students with whom she 
works and the enjoyment of watch-
ing them mature as they take on an 
increasing load of activities.  The 
best moment, though, occurred this 
past year.  A student said, “I love 
coming to school on Monday.”  
When Mrs. Bennett asked him why, 
he said, “I get to work with you!” 
 

JOHN KOENIG also 
grew up on a farm 
but near Kiel,  
Wisconsin and 
recalls getting  
together with 
friends on Sundays 

to play baseball, usually in the cow 
pasture so there would be enough 
room.  Mr. Koenig attended St.  
Fidelis and St. Isidore Catholic 
Grade Schools and ultimately UW-

Madison.  His four children went to 
school at UCPS and three of his 
eight grandchildren will  be attending 
the Catholic School in Kiel.  Mr. 
Koenig decided to volunteer after 
retiring because he felt a need to 
give back to others.  Even in grade 
school “I had an empathy for those 
who struggled”.  He decided to offer 
his services to SKDS because of his 
“passion for Catholic Schools, espe-
cially grade schools”  The best part 
about tutoring is making a friend and 
seeing that individual grow as a 
student and a person.  One thing he 
will always remember is the day he 
asked a student about progress 
made on a couple tests and they 
“bumped knuckles”.  Mr. Koenig 
goes on to share, “I have gained 
more from tutoring than maybe the 
person I tutor. I have learned anoth-
er young person's perspective on life 
and maybe, just maybe, I was able 
to guide (that individual) a little. 
There were times we just talked or 
as (the student) would say ‘catch 
up’.  It also gave (me) a perspective 
of what our grandchildren are study-
ing and (I) can relate to them on 
some of their studies.  When I first 
offered to tutor, I was very hesitant 
probably because of what may or 
may not be involved.  Once I got 
started, it has been quite satisfying. 
Not every day goes perfect(ly) but I 
have a renewed respect for teachers 
knowing they will have good days 
and bad days also.” 
 

MARY LUCKAS,  
another of our  
volunteers, says, “I 
had a Dad who loved 
math and started to 
share interesting 
problems with me at a 

very early age (although I got poor 
grades in arithmetic in grade school).   

 Family Carnival 
October 18, 2014 
10AM-2PM 

 Evening of Glitz 
November 1, 2014 
at Old Hickory 

 Christmas Program 
December 11, 2014 
1:00 & 6:30PM 

 Catholic Schools Week 
January 25-31, 2015 

 Festival of the Ed. Arts 
January 29, 2015 
6:30-8:30PM 

 Band Guild Pancake  
Breakfast 
March 8, 2015 

 Shadow Way of the Cross 
April 1, 2015 
9:00AM & 7:00PM 

 Living Stations 
TBA 
9:30AM 

 Spring Band Concert 
April 23, 2015  
7:30PM 

 Spring Vocal Concert 
May 7, 2015 
6:30PM 

 Bowl-A-Thon 
May 8, 2015 

 Graduation  
May 29, 2015 
7:00PM 



I had great teachers in math during my high 
school and college years.”  Mrs. Luckas  
attended Mother of Good Council Parish 
School in Milwaukee, Pius X High School and 
Alverno College.  She began her teaching 
career in the Milwuakee Public Schools and 
became the supervisor in mathematics  
curriculum and instruction.  She taught for a 
time at UCPS, Beaver Dam Public Schools, 
Wayland Academy, MPTC and Marian  
College.  Two of  Mrs. Luckas’ grandchildren 
attend St. Malachy School in Brownsburg, 
Indiana.  She volunteers because she enjoys 
working with students.  She has chosen to 
help out at “SKDS because I think it is an 
excellent school as the students I work with 
show perseverance and gratitude.”  She goes 
on to say, “the best part of volunteering is to 
see the smile on the face of a student who 
has just conquered a concept that s/he had 
not understood.”  Mrs. Luckas challenges 
those who may be considering  this type of 
volunteer role in this manner, “If they can 
seriously listen to what a student is trying to 
say and enjoy helping kids conquer a  
challenge, they should try it.” 

 
JEAN RAMER, another of our 
volunteers, grew up in the 
Fox Valley, attending  
Catholic Schools from first 
grade through high school.  
Mrs. Ramer’s mother was a 
teacher and she had many 

good teachers who were wonderful role  
models, so when she went to college her field 
of choice was education.  She attended  
UW-Oshkosh, moved to Beaver Dam, taught 
in the public school system until she had 
children and then stayed at home.  When she 
returned to teaching, she was hired at SKDS.  
Mrs. Ramer recalls that when she was a 
child, almost all the children lived within  
walking distance of the school and most 
moms did not work outside the home.  For 
that reason, most children walked home for 
lunch; students who had to stay at school 
brought cold lunch.  The “school didn’t even 
offer hot lunch.”  All of Mrs. Ramer’s children 
attended UCPS/SKDS.  She has two grand-
children who are too young for school but she 
hopes they will go to SKDS when they are old 
enough.  Mrs. Ramer remembers thinking, 
“when I had been part of the UCPS family for 
a time, that I would like to teach here  
because of the way the staff worked together, 
and the families helped each other.”  The 
best part about volunteering is seeing the 
progress students make and witnessing 
“those moments when a student finally under-
stands something you have been working  
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on.”  You get to know students on a very  
personal level.  She encourages others to  
take the volunteering plunge.  Mrs. Ramer 
volunteers because she likes to keep in touch 
with teachers and students.  She also remem-
bers how much volunteers helped her  
students while she was teaching and knows 
that “some extra help can do a lot for kids who 
are struggling”.   
 

MARGARET SADOSKI is “a 
local girl”, long associated 
with St. Katharine Drexel or 
one of its predecessors.  
She attended St. Michael 
School and started her 
teaching career at St. Peter, 

moving on to St. Patrick, after graduating from 
Edgewood College.  She taught in Catholic 
Schools in Ripon and Mayville as well.  Ms. 
Sadoski made a career change in 2000,  
becoming the DRE for PreK through grade 6 
for the newly formed Catholic parishes in 
Beaver Dam.  She now holds a similar  
position for Sacred Heart in Horicon.  She has 
served as a classroom aide for SKDS and still 
subs for SKDS.  Ms. Sadoski remains very 
active in St. Katharine Drexel Parish.  In her 
own words, “my mom, grandma, and aunts 
were my role models.  I always felt I received 
a very good education and wanted to repay it 
by working in ‘Catholic’ Schools.  One of my 
catechists told me that I had sown a lot of 
seeds,...I consider myself the sower...I want 
to continue sowing...seeds.” Even though Ms. 
Sadoski is not retired, she volunteers to 
help students needing assistance several 
times each week.  She provides the extra 
pair of hands needed by a teacher.  “It is 
such a pleasure” to see “a student who 
struggles...make some progress.  (The 
seed is growing.)  I have also worked 
with many of the teachers and staff at 
SKDS; they are truly wonderful  
sowers....You become part of the 
‘Family’!  Why not consider becoming 
part of the ‘Family’?” 
 

ROSEMARY SCHULZ  
graduated from  
Edgewood College in  
Madison and started 
teaching one of the two 
first grades at St. Peter 
School.  She taught all  

subject areas including art and included a 
lot of music in her classes even though 
students had music class.  She used    
331/3  record albums.  (Does anyone 
even remember what they look like any 
more?)  Eventually, she left St. Peter’s  

PARISH FESTIVAL NEWS! 
Mark your calendars today!  
The annual festival will be  
held on August 23 and 24. 

 

Food, fun, games, dancing, running and food, 
did we mention food? 

And of course, beverages will be available. 
More specific details will be coming soon!  

SKD "TWILIGHT" RUN/WALK   
5K RUN/2 MILE WALK 

A Run/Walk will again be offered this year  
during the festival.  The run/walk will start at 

6:30pm.  Optional fun this year: Come dressed 
in your "festive" attire: Hawaiian shirts, leis, 

colorful shorts/t-shirts, etc.  Stay afterwards for 
the Parish Festival!  Flyers can be printed off 
the SKD website, or flyers are available at the 

Parish Center  

becoming a stay-at-home mom and later took a 
teaching position at John Hustis Elementary in 
Hustiford.  Upon retiring, Mrs. Schulz began volun-
teering and substitute teaching at SKDS.  “I feel a 
close bond every time I walk into that familiar build-
ing.  The main office was my former classroom!  
Thank you staff and students for making me feel ‘at 
home’ once again.” 

 
We are “Blessed By Their Presence!”  We 

simply cannot imagine doing all that we do each 
and every day on behalf of our students without the 
many helping hands of our wonderful volunteers.  
We are always looking for more.  If you have ever 
wondered if you could provide some assistance to 
an individual student or to a small group of  
students, the answer is, “Yes, you can.”  We  
guarantee, you will gain more than you can  
possibly imagine.  The students with whom you 
interact, will touch your hearts deeply.  You can 
ask anyone of the wonderful volunteers covered in 
this article and I am willing to bet “dollars to  
donuts”, they will agree.  You don’t even have to 
volunteer here at your alma mater; though I would 
welcome you with open arms and a happy heart if 
you did; but do so somewhere.  You will be richly 
blessed. As the ode on page 3 states,  

“There’s a special place in  
 heaven, 
Set aside for volunteers!” 
 

May God Richly Bless You,  
Always  and Abundantly, 
Barbara M. Haase,  
Principal / Administrator 
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The SKDS PR Committee Developed a Survey 
which was distributed to all SKDS families via 
Survey Monkey.  The survey results we received 
were very positive and we have useful feedback 
from the responses.  Parent participation such as 
this is what makes our school such a wonderful 
environment for our children.  We thought you 
would like to see some questions that had  
100% "YES" RESPONSES! 
 
 My child/children has a good understanding 

of the Catholic faith. 
 100% RESPONDED YES! 
 Is the school properly addressing safe and 

proper use of technology?    
 100% RESPONDED YES! 
 Are the office staff courteous and respectful? 

 100% RESPONDED YES! 
 My child's/children's teacher(s) create a safe 

learning environment.  
 100% RESPONSES YES! 
The SKDS PR Marketing Committee thanks the 

families who participated and looks  
forward to making our students’ learning 
experience even better.  And by the way, 
if anyone is interested in joining the 
PR/Marketing Committee, they’d love to 
have you!  They are always looking for 
helping hands and warm hearts and  
great ideas.   

 
 
 

Live the joy of faith ;  
Vive el gozo de la fe! 

Guess who visited our 5K students this year?  Two Saints!  Immediately upon being canonized, Pope John 
XXIII and Pope John Paul II, made their way to  SKDS with a little help from our 5K friends.  As part of their 
religion class, the Kindergarten students and Mrs. Kreitzman created likenesses of these new saints.  Fr. 
Mike popped in to say hi as well.  They were “hanging around” our Early Childhood Hall.   

GIVE THE GIFT OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION   
 You can help a family send children to SKDS to receive a Catholic 

School education.   
 Families sacrifice to send children to our parish school because they 

want a Catholic education.   
 Can you give $10, $100, $1000?   
 Or— perhaps you are so blessed that you can contribute even more.   
 Whatever you give will be a gift to our students.   
 Write a check to SKDS.  On the memo line write  

TUITION ASSISTANCE FUND 
BE A BELIEVER!   

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN A CHILD’S LIFE!   
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Glitz’s 9th Event will be held on 
Saturday, 

November 1, 2014 
4:30pm 

(Dinner is served at 6pm): 

For those who are unfamiliar with Glitz, the event is a fun evening at  
Old Hickory filled with wonderful food, live and silent auctions, and musical enter-

tainment. In tum, the night provides substantial fundraising for the school. This is a 
great night to visit with members of our school family,  

eat wonderful food, laugh, bid on great items, and  
support Saint Katharine Drexel School. 

 

Yes, it is a formal night; but you don't have to break the bank, rent a tux, or buy a 
new expensive outfit.  Come as you feel comfortable!  

You'll be happy you did, and we'll be happy to have you! 
 

Any questions on Glitz, please feel free to call and ask. I would be more than happy 
to help and discuss this great event! 

Tricia Cargen (Glitz Chair): (608)513-0911 
tricia.cargen@gmail.com 

ODE TO A VOLUNTEER 
Many will be shocked to find 

When the Day of Judgment 
nears 

That there’s a special place in 
heaven 

Set aside for volunteers. 
Furnished with big recliners, 
Satin couches and footstools, 
Where there’s no committee 

chairperson 
No group leaders or carpools. 

No eager team that needs  
a coach 

No bazaar with a bake sale, 
There will be nothing  

to staple 
Not one thing to fold or mail. 

Telephone lists will be  
outlawed, 

But a finger snap will bring 
Cool drinks and gourmet  

dinners, 
and rare treats fit for  

a king. 
You ask, who’ll serve these  

privileged few 
and work for all they’re 

worth? 
Why all those who reaped  

benefits, 
and not once volunteered  

on earth. 
(Author Unknown) 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS 
ARE OUR  

GREATEST 
NATURAL  

RESOURCE 

 

Page 3 SPRNG 2014 

 

 
Welcome to the "St. Katharine Drexel School 
Cougar Team" !  We are excited to walk in the 
second annual "Soles for Education Walk".  Last 
year the families and staff had a great time and 
we look forward to another fabulous time at the 
event!  THANK YOU for joining our team and  
celebrating Catholic Schools!  Our school 
"welcomes so many children with JOY", just as 
our patron, Saint Katharine Drexel did so many 
years ago.  Our school theme this year is, "Live 
the JOY of FAITH".  I invite you and your family 
to experience this joy and to put your faith in 
action by joining our team or making a pledge!  
You will be glad you did!  Do you value your 
child’s Catholic education?  Do you value the 
Catholic education you received?  Please join 
us on October 25 to walk in support of  
St. Katharine Drexel School.   
 
Go to www.catholicschoolswalk.org   
 
Look for St. Katharine Drexel School and join 
our team or make a pledge.  Questions?   
Call the school office 920-885-5558. 
 
Let's get walking!! 
 
Kathy Armstrong 
St. Katharine Drexel 
School Team Captain 

Mr. Greg Tratar, head of  
maintenance for 17 years at St. 
Katharine Drexel, retired this 
school year.  Our middle school 
yearbook staff under the direction 
of Mrs. Wilson and Mrs. Thompson, 
wrote a farewell in honor of his re-
tirement.  We included it here.  We 
thought you would like to know.  

 Our wonderful SKDS janitor, Mr. 
Tratar, retired this school year.  
Mr. Tratar worked here for 17 
years cleaning our halls, washing our 
windows, mopping our floors, fixing 
our desks and keeping our school in 
good repair.  We will miss him, but 
we’ll always remember his hard work 
and dedication to our school.  He 
would arrive at school early in the 
morning to make sure the heat was 
on, the bathrooms were clean and 
all was well.  He worked hours upon 
hours setting up tables and chairs 
and then taking them down after 
the event.  Summers were spent 
polishing the floors until they  
sparkled.  No matter what challenge 
came his way, Mr. Tratar met it 
with a smile.  And if something was 
especially challenging, he turned his 
hat sideways.  Farewell, Mr. Tratar, 
you will always have a place in our 
hearts.  Thanks for loving us! 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH:  We continually update our files so that we have an accurate data base of alumni.  We rely on you to help with that.  If your 
child has recently moved or left home for a new position, please provide us with the correct contact information.   

We’d like to help all alumni stay informed about their alma mater.  Email wilsonj@stkatharinedrexelbd.org.   

Rebeca Guadalupe Avalos 
Gavin John Bohlig 

Andrew Jeffrey Booker 
Luke Earl Braker 

Zachary Simon Budde 

Rachel Ann DesJardins 
Anna Marie Freber 

Brittany Nicole Graff 
Tanner Cole Hallett 

 

Katherine Renee Kaufmann 
Dora Francisca Lopez 

Elizabeth Jane Tyranski 
Sydney Kristine Weinberger 

 

Page 5 SPRING 2014 

 
 
 

Theodore Edward Ambrosius 
Savanah LaVon Beske 
Andrew Joseph Bohl 

Christopher James Booker 
Brett James Budde 

Samuel Chase Budde 
Benjamin James Butterbrodt 

Nathan Edmund Chitko 
Lauren Clare Crombie 
Lindsey Lucille Eberle 
Brett William Ferstl 
Haley Lynn Fiegel 

Aryanna Lyn Frinak 
Kelly Irene Gabryshak 
Anna Catherine Gergen 
Alleck Edward Heinzen 

Connor James Klavekoske 
Elaine Marie Kohn 

Kaleb George Kremsreiter 
Justin Louis Lange 

David Anthony LeCaptain 
Kirsta Anna Lutes 

Alyssa Mercedes Merrill 
Blake Anthony Neuman 

Emanuel Osorio 
Sara Michelle Schliesman 

Keegan Ricky Schmitt 
Kaitlin Rose Schoenwetter 
Margaret Caroline Schulz 

Jordyn Kathleen Schumacher 
Meredith Louise Turner 

Megan Lorraine Warfield 
 

God bless you  
wherever you are and  

whatever you are doing  

now and always.   

 
 
 

The final awards assembly took place on May 22.  The eighth 
graders receive several awards prior to graduation.   

 

  

Rewards  
academic  

excellence in 
the classroom 

and  
outstanding 
achievement 

 
Rebeca Avalos 
Andrew Booker 

Rachel DesJardins 
Anna Freber 

 
Tanner Hallett 

Katie Kaufmann 
Ellie Tyranski 

Sydney Weinberger 

Honors perseverance in academic studies,  
consistent cheerful and cooperative class/school  

participation, respect for others. 

Honors the student who exemplifies respect,  
courtesy, concern for others and lives the words of Christ, 
“Ask and you shall receive; seek and you shall find; 

knock and it shall be opened.” 

Andrew Booker 

Rewards:  school/community service, positive attitude,  
civic responsibility, strength of character, and  

the courage to do what is right. 

Ellie Tyranski 

Katie Kaufmann 


