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Saint Katharine Drexel School 
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin 

Alumni and Friends 

Upcoming Events 

Dear Friends of SKDS: 
In this issue of Crossing Paths, 

our goal is to focus on alumni  
suggested by various individuals 
“Crossing Our Paths” during the 
course of the year.  We love to hear 
from our alumni.  We thought you, 
too, would be interested in hearing 
what some of our former students 
have been doing since they left 
these wonderful halls.  The  
questions posed to them follow, and 
they were invited to answer them 
directly or to create a narrative.  
After reading what these alumni 
have shared, perhaps you would 
also like to share with us and with 
your fellow alumni, what you are 
doing.  Please follow the format 
below.  We’d love to hear from you!   

 
 Name while attending SKDS (or 

whatever the name of the school at 
that time; your name now if it  
pertains) 

 Year of your graduation from SKDS 
 Fondest memory; favorite teacher 
 Most important take away (How 

has this school impacted your life?) 
 What do you do now?  What are 

some of the most important things 
you have done so far (travel, marry, 
work, parent, etc.)? Of what are 
you most proud? 

 Do you stay connected with any of 
your SKDS/UCPS fellow alums?
Speak about that. 

 What advice/thoughts, if any, do 
you have for students or parents? 

 What else would you like to add? 
 Please send a photo of yourself. 

 
This year has been a year of 

great change; quite a number of staff 
called this the year to retire.  Some 
of you will have had those teachers 
while you were here.  Some of your 
children may have had them most 
recently.  Some of you know them 

through other connections in the 
SKDS Family.  We are all connected 
one way or another by the fact that 
somehow we have a relationship 
with this wonderful school.   
Teachers, students, parents,  
pastors, principals, come and go.  
Our parish and our school remain, 
whatever the name by which we call 
it.  Our faith is the constant through it 
all.  It binds us together.  We need to 
continue to celebrate that every 
chance we get and ensure that the 
children of the future have the same 
opportunity to  
experience Catholic 
education in this holy 
place.    
 
May God Richly 
Bless You, Always 
and Abundantly, 
Barbara M. Haase,  
Principal / Administrator 
 
 

REBECCA (RAMPANELLI)  
LUDTKE~CLASS OF 1994 

Aristotle once said, "Educating 
the mind without educating the heart, 
is no education at all."  As a 1994 
graduate of UCPS (Unified Catholic 
Parish Schools), I had the honor of 
having an education that not only 
enlightened my mind, but forever 
impacted my heart.  I attended 
UCPS from kindergarten through 
eighth grade and can honestly say 
that some of my fondest childhood 
memories stem from my experiences 
and relationships there.  If I close my 
eyes, I can vividly recall so many 

memories:  sitting on 
the rug in Mrs. 
Cestkowski's third 
grade classroom 
playing "Around the 
World" with multipli-
cation flashcards, 

dancing on the blacktop with Pam 
Brandt, Beth Kulka, and Bridget Keel 
to Whitney Houston during recess, 
listening to Mrs. Vockroth read The 
Cay in sixth grade with such intensity 
and passion that I didn't want her to 
stop, singing "We Didn't Start the 
Fire" by Billy Joel in Ms. Hoch's  
music class in 8th grade, and so 
many more.   

UCPS was warm, inviting, and 
nurturing.  The teachers challenged 
us, pushed us, but most importantly, 
they believed in us.  They taught us 
that academics were critical, but 
being a good person, a true friend, 
an empathetic individual, was  
paramount. They showed us what it 
meant to have true Christian spirit. 

My graduating class from UCPS 
was small, just under forty students. 
After eighth grade graduation, many 
of us parted ways; most went to 
BDHS, some to Wayland, and  
myself to Dodgeland High School. 
We saw each other at various  
community events and kept in  
contact via phone calls.  Some of us 
reconnected in college, and now, 21 
years after graduation, I keep in 
contact with many of them on  
Facebook.  

I currently live in DePere,  
Wisconsin, just outside of Green 
Bay, with my husband, Matt, and our 
two sons, Sam (8) and Jonah (5).  I 
am a high school English teacher at 
Wrightstown High School; yes, I 
attribute my love of English to many 
of my UCPS teachers who made 
books come alive day after day: Mrs. 
Geidd's reading of Lassie Come 
Home; Mrs. Rampanelli's (mom) 
reading of Where the Red Fern 
Grows, and many others.  However, 
if it wasn't for my eighth grade  
English teacher, Mrs. Janz, I'm not 
sure I'd be where I am today.   

 

 PARISH FESTIVAL 
August 30, 2015 

 FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
August 31, 2015 

 FAMILY CARNIVAL 
October 10, 2015 
10AM-2PM 

 EVENING OF GLITZ 
November 7, 2015 
at Old Hickory 

 CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
December 17, 2015 
1:00 & 6:30PM 

 CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
January 31-February 6, 2016 

 FESTIVAL OF THE ED. ARTS 
February 4, 2016 
6:30-8:30PM 

 BAND GUILD PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
March 13, 2016 

 SHADOW WAY OF THE CROSS 
March 16, 2016 
9:00AM & 7:00PM 

 LIVING STATIONS 
March 18, 2016 
9:30AM 

 SPRING BAND CONCERT 
April 14, 2016  
7:30PM 

 SPRING VOCAL CONCERT 
May 5, 2016 
6:30PM 

 BOWL-A-THON 
May 6, 2016 

 GRADUATION  
June 2, 2016 
7:00PM 



Mrs. Janz was tough.  I can remember 
sitting at the table in her classroom after 
school because I was struggling with an  
English assignment on adverbs. She worked 
with me until I understood the concepts of 
grammar (which was not an easy task!)  But 
more than just teaching me about nouns, 
adverbs, and prepositions, Mrs. Janz instilled 
in me a genuine love of writing and an  
appreciation for the English language.  I didn't 
want to disappoint her, so I worked harder to 
make her proud.  At the end of many  
grammar tutoring sessions, Mrs. Janz gave 
me a little card that read "He will raise you up 
on eagle's wings" on the front, with a little  
message from her on the back--it still sits on 
my desk at home.  Her confidence in me 
gave me confidence in myself.  Mrs. Janz, 
and my other teachers at UCPS, educated 
my mind and challenged me on a daily basis; 
however, they educated my heart with  
guiding principles and values that remain with 
me today.  I am proud that I have tried very 
hard to carry the values UCPS instilled in me 
into my adult life, and now, into my children's 
lives.  My educational experience at UCPS 
was an academically-stimulating, faith-filled, 
remarkable journey; a journey for which I will 
forever be grateful. 
 
 

ARTHUR EITH ~ CLASS OF 2001 
When I attended SKDS, it was called 

UCPS.  I started 1st grade 
at UCPS in 1993.  I  
graduated from UCPS in 
2001 and then attended 
Beaver Dam High School. 

My fondest memory of 
UCPS was 2nd grade and 
my time in Mrs. Nortman’s class.  She 
stressed reading and together as a class we 
frequently read the Boxcar Children books 
together.  It was what I looked forward to 
most during the school day.  UCPS instilled 
within me a core value system that I still try to 
live by today.  Compassion, forgiveness, and 
open mindedness are all qualities UCPS 
stood for.  I am grateful that those qualities 
were imparted to me. 

Currently I am a solar installation project 
manager in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  I enjoy 
doing work that benefits the environment.  In 
the next month, I will be married to my  
partner of 9 years, Nora Andermeier.  We 
attended college together in Beloit, Wisconsin 
and lived and traveled through Asia together.   
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I am most proud of my time in China where 
Nora and I co-founded an international  
education program.  During our time there, we 
wrote the curriculum for the school, hired 
foreign teachers, and helped send our kids 
overseas for high school after graduation from 
our program.  I feel a great sense of  
accomplishment overseeing a program that 
benefitted and continues to benefit students. 

Over the years I have stayed in contact with 
a few of my UCPS alumni, namely Curtis 
Schmitt.  Curtis and I met in first grade at 
UCPS and attended the school together all 
the way through eighth grade.  He has been 
my best friend since then and has become my 
“brother” over the years.  I greatly value our 
friendship and he will be my best man at my 
wedding in August, 2015. 

Traveling the world has opened me up in 
ways I never thought possible and has helped 
me develop a deeper understanding of the 
world around us.  The more you travel and 
learn, the more things you realize you don’t 
know.  Traveling is a humbling experience at 
times but will greatly benefit you over all.  
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin is one small place in 
a world full of small places.  It will always be 
there and you can always go back. 

I am grateful for the education UCPS gave 
me, my best friend who I met there, and all 
the wonderful teachers I had the privilege of 
learning from over the years.  I would not be 
the person I am today had it not been for my 
time at UCPS. 

 
 

JACK TIERNEY~CLASS OF 2005 
I was in middle school 

when the name changed 
from UCPS to SKDS.  I 
remember the discussions 
we had about school colors, 
school mascot, and what 
consolidation would mean 
for students.  As for a fondest memory/
favorite teacher, Beaver Dam is a small town 
where faith life closely interacts with school 
and personal relationships.  In short, I had 
positive relationships with my teachers and 
school staff both inside and outside of SKDS.  
Mrs. McCarthy and Mrs. Armstrong both lived 
on my paper route.  I always enjoyed writing 
and language arts.  I was privileged to attend 
an off-site short story workshop.  A favorite 
classroom memory was our writing workshop 
in eighth grade.  Mrs. Kalscheur  

encouraged her students to explore different 
styles of writing and gave us the freedom to 
design our own projects. 

SKDS provided faith formation in the  
classroom and consistent participation in the  
parish.  Both these elements have impacted my 
life.  I remember “faith events” like the Seder 
Meal in the basement of St. Patrick, my  
sacrament initiation classes, and our  
graduation Mass.  My family always attended 
Sunday Liturgy, reinforcing the religious  
principles we learned in school.  SKDS is a 
model Catholic school for its successful  
integration of education and faith life. 

I graduated from the University of Minnesota 
studying political science and international  
relations.  It was during an internship in  
Washington, DC that I felt a call from God to  
discern religious life and priesthood.  After  
prayer (and even a little bargaining with God) I 
entered formation in the Order of St. Augustine. 
I am currently finishing the Novitiate, a special 
“full of grace” time (in which) religious discern 
their community's charism and God's agency in 
their lives. I will be professing first vows of  
poverty, chastity, and obedience in August.  

My family moved away from Beaver Dam 
right after I graduated.  Fortunately, we have 
stayed in contact with many family friends in 
the area.  It is encouraging to experience so 
much support in the alumni network.  
 
 

MEGHAN TURNER~CLASS OF 2008 
The memory that sticks 

out most in my mind from my 
elementary school days at 
SKDS (then UCPS) is Mrs. 
Cestkowski’s third grade 
social studies class.  She 
always made learning so much fun; and, to this 
day, the easiest way to remember the names of 
the Great Lakes, continents, and oceans is to 
sing the song or use the acronym she taught 
us.  My favorite memories from middle school 
revolve around being a part of the Forensics 
team, particularly attending the State Forensics 
meets.  We took the rounds seriously, but there 
was always time for shenanigans during the 
breaks, dinner, and the drives to and from the 
meets.  It is hard to have a favorite teacher 
from SKDS when you have wonderful  
memories of all of them, but there are a few 
that had a particularly profound impact on my 
life.  Mrs. Ebersole gave me a love for playing 
music and instilled in me the discipline it takes 
 



to improve.  Mrs. Rampanelli emanated 
love for her job and her students and 
always had a hands-on activity to go with 
her lessons, from making a voting booth 
and running a mock election during the 
Bush-Kerry presidential race, to peeling  
potatoes for a meal we cooked while 
reading Where the Red Fern Grows.  Mrs. 
Thompson sparked my interest in science 
with her enthusiasm and unique projects, 
like the science fair and fetal pig  
dissection.  And Mrs. Kalscheur taught 
me how to write in a way that was  
grammatically and structurally correct but 
also allowed my personal voice and  
values to shine through. 

I think one of the most important  
lessons I learned at UCPS/SKDS was 
respect and compassion for others.  All of 
the teachers I had during my years there 
embodied these traits and modeled them 
for us on a daily basis, showing us what it 
truly means to treat others as you would 
wish to be (treated).  I also learned to be 
resilient in the face of difficulties and to 
look for support from those around you, 
whether it was memorizing my part for 
marching band or the usual adolescent 
challenges. 

I am currently a full-time student at the  
University of Wisconsin-Madison  
completing my B.S. in Biochemistry and 
Applied Math, and I will graduate this 
coming spring.  I have had a number of 
wonderful opportunities in college outside 
of my class work.  UW-Madison has  
provided me with the chance to conduct 
an independent project in a research lab 
on campus, plan science and engineering 
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Welcome to the "St. Katharine Drexel School 
Cougar Team" !  We are excited to walk in the 
third annual "Soles for Education Walk".  Last 
year the families and staff had a great time and 
we look forward to another fabulous time at the 
event!  THANK YOU for joining our team and  
celebrating Catholic Schools!  Our school  
welcomes so many children with Hope and 
Joy, just as our patron, Saint Katharine Drexel 
did so many years ago.  Our school theme this 
year is, "WE ARE THE HOPE; SOMOS LA  
ESPERANZA!".  I invite you and your family to 
experience this hope and to put your faith in 
action by joining our team or making a pledge!  
You will be glad you did!  Do you value your 
child’s Catholic education?  Do you value the 
Catholic education you received?  Do you value 
Catholic education in general?  Please join us 
on October 17 to walk in support of  
St. Katharine Drexel School.   
 
Go to www.catholicschoolswalk.org   
 
Look for St. Katharine Drexel School and join 
our team or make a pledge.  Questions?   
Call the school office 920-885-5558. 
 
Let's get walking!! 
 
Kathy Armstrong 
St. Katharine Drexel 
School Team Captain 

GIVE THE GIFT OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION   
 You can help a family send children to SKDS to receive a Catholic School 

education.   
 Families sacrifice to send children to our parish school because they want a 

Catholic education.   
 Can you give $10, $100, $1000?   
 Or— perhaps you are so blessed that you can contribute even more.   
 Whatever you give will be a gift to our students.   
 Write a check to SKDS.  On the memo line write TUITION ASSISTANCE FUND 

BE A BELIEVER!   
MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN A CHILD’S LIFE!   

days for local Girl Scout troops to encourage 
them to pursue STEM careers, and travel 
abroad.  As I write this, I am at the University of 
Cambridge, England participating in a summer 
research internship that focuses on using  
computational methods to address problems in 
genetic diseases and cancer treatment.  The 
next year will be full of many life-changing  
decisions, but I am looking to obtain my PhD in 
Biochemistry after I graduate from Madison. 

Somehow, Alex Derr and I have managed to 
attend school together all the way from first 
grade at UCPS to high school at Wayland to 
college at UW-Madison.  We are both  
incredibly busy with coursework, internships, 
and extracurricular activities, but we manage to 
get together a couple times each semester to 
catch up.  

Ok, now it’s your turn.  Let us know what 
you’ve been up to.  We can almost with 100% 
certainty guarantee that your fellow alumni will 
be interested as well.  Follow the format  
mentioned at the beginning of this issue.  
And, to keep you up to date of happenings at 
this wonderful school, visit our website 
www.skds.org (To let us send you Crossing 
Paths click on alumni and go to the fillable 
form which will provide us all the information 
we need to keep in touch.  Please include 
school and year of graduation.)  Another way 
to keep up to date on SKDS happenings is to 
like us on Facebook~~St. Katharine Drexel 
School of Beaver Dam Wisconsin.  .Here’s to 
the hope we will be “CROSSING PATHS”  
sooner rather than later.   

“THE DREAM BEGINS WITH A TEACHER WHO BELIEVES 
IN YOU, WHO TUGS AND PUSHES AND LEADS YOU TO 
THE NEXT PLATEAU, SOMETIMES POKING YOU WITH A 
SHARP STICK CALLED 'TRUTH.'"~~DAN RATHER 
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Neil Patrick Braker 
Dylan Mark Brzezinski 

Walker Donovan De Jager 
Camryn Rayann Gosdeck  

Austin Allen Graff 
Adam Richard Heft  

Kristofer Robert Heinzen  

Isaiah Joel Lopez   
Abraham Oliver Luedtke 
Isabelle Rose Ostermann  

Caitlyn Rose Poels   
Ashley Rae Radig 

Julia Siomara Ramirez 
 

Lanie Elizabeth Roedl  
Madeline Diane Schonitzer  

Sydney Victoria Seufzer 
 Eric Anthony Simon  
Sam Michael Strasser 
Ayden Joseph Wendt 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. JIM FIREHAMMER, who passed away 
this spring, clearly impacted the lives of our 
students.  He interacted with them daily on 
the playground and in the lunchroom.  This 
year as the middle school students  
dedicated their yearbook to him, they gave 
him the title, “Guardian of the Playground”.   

Students at all grade levels peppered the 
yearbook with memories of how he  
influenced their lives.  A tree has been 
planted in Jim’s memory.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We lost another of our longtime  
supporters and friends of SKDS when  

JERRY “GRAMPA” RECHEK died this  
summer.  Jerry started the “Grampa  
Rechek’s Golf Outing” for SKDS, to support 
the school.  His specific interest was  
making certain the Endowment Fund would 
grow to ensure the future of our school.  He 
always said, “It’s all about the kids!”  For 
many years, he sat on the Board and wrote  
letters thanking contributors to the  
Endowment Fund.  Several years ago the 
students honored him with cards, a sign 
and a photo on the steps of the school.   
 
These two very special gentlemen have 
enriched our lives.  We are blessed in 
knowing them.  They touched us with  
loving hearts and gentle spirits.   
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Morgan Narayana Ambrosius 
Andrew Scott Bahr 
Matthew Scott Bahr 

Joseph Timothy Baumann 
Stephanie Rae Brandsma 
Hunter James Braskamp 
Ryan Joseph Caballero 
Nolan Arthur Caine 
Abigail Taylor Chase 

Amber Nicole Christian 
Margaret Jane Grey 

Dylan Michael Hansen 
Aleeshah Danielle Heinzen 

Morgan Ann Leistekow 
Alexis Antonio Osorio 

Christian Douglas-James Roedl 
Natalie Anna Tischler 
Shania Lynn Warmka 

Taylor Madison Weinberger 
Morgan Bailey White 

 
God bless you wherever you are and  

whatever you are doing  

now and always.   

 
 
 

The final awards assembly took place on May 22.  The eighth 
graders receive several awards prior to graduation.   

 

  

Rewards  
academic  

excellence in 
the classroom 

and  
outstanding 

achievement. 

 
Neil Braker 
Catie Poels 
Lanie Roedl 

 
Maddy Schonitzer 
Sydney Seufzer 
Eric Simon 

Honors perseverance in academic studies,  
consistent cheerful and cooperative class/school  

participation, respect for others. 

Honors the student who exemplifies respect,  
courtesy, concern for others and lives the words of Christ, 
“Ask and you shall receive; seek and you shall find; 

knock and it shall be opened.” 

Julia Ramirez 

Rewards:  school/community service, positive attitude,  
civic responsibility, strength of character, and  

the courage to do what is right. 

Camryn Gosdeck & Eric Simon 

Sydney Seufzer & Maddy Schonitzer 

KEEPING IN TOUCH:  We continually update our files so 
that we have an accurate data base of alumni.  We rely 

on you to help with that.  If your child has recently moved 
or left home for a new position, please provide us with the 

correct contact information.   
We’d like to help all alumni stay informed about their  

alma mater.  Email wilsonj@stkatharinedrexelbd.org or 
visit the school website: http://skds.org/Alumni. Scroll 

down the page, click the “Click Here” link, fill out the form 
and send it back to us. 
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Glitz’s 10th Event will be held on 
Saturday, 

November 7, 2015 
4:30pm 

(Dinner is served at 6pm) 

For those who are unfamiliar with Glitz, the event is a fun evening at  
Old Hickory filled with wonderful food, live and silent auctions, and musical enter-

tainment. In tum, the night provides substantial fundraising for the school. This is a 
great night to visit with members of our school family,  

eat wonderful food, laugh, bid on great items, and  
support Saint Katharine Drexel School. 

 

Yes, it is a formal night; but you don't have to break the bank, rent a tux, or buy a 
new expensive outfit.  Come as you feel comfortable!  

You'll be happy you did, and we'll be happy to have you! 
 

Any questions on Glitz, please feel free to call and ask. I would be more than happy 
to help and discuss this great event! 

Tricia Cargen (Glitz Chair): (608)513-0911 
tricia.cargen@gmail.com 
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We have been so richly blessed 
and greatly rewarded in the  
service provided by these  
dedicated servants.  But now it 
is time to say:   
 
Thank you for the gift of time 
Thank you for your energy 
Thank you for your creativity 
Thank you for your talents, 

many and varied 
Thank you for the countless 

hours 
Thank you for the dedication 
Thank you for the gift of  
 yourself.  
 
Just two little words 
But they come from our hearts 
 
We have been blessed with   
 your presence  
 
You have believed in us and  
 We believe in you 
 
We extend to you our prayers 

for success and happiness  
 
The door’s always open 
The coffee’s always on 
Soooooo—stop in for a visit now 

 and then! 
  
 With continued blessings 
 Your SKDS Family 



Saint Katharine Drexel Parish & School 
503 S. Spring St. 
Beaver Dam, WI 53916 

FOOTBALLMANIA - 10 WEEK SEASON IS BACK!  
 

The advantage of 10 weeks is the potential to award MORE WINNERS! 
Tickets cost just $20—(That’s just $2 per week.) 
Each week there is the potential to award 30 winners and $1,400! 
Last season we awarded 97 cash prizes in just 10 weeks. 
 

FOOTBALLMANIA has helped St. Katharine Drexel raise over $300,000 in profit in the past 10 seasons. 
SKDS profits $14 for every ticket sold.  This is a fantastic fundraiser for St. Katharine Drexel! 
This year we hope to raise over $25,000 in this fun, entertaining sweepstakes raffle.  
Profit is directed straight to the daily operation of our school.  
 

Please consider buying a ticket for yourself and as gifts!  They make excellent “back-to-college” gifts, birthday gifts, and anytime gifts. 
 

Thank you so much for your support!  Your generosity has made a real impact on the ability for SKDS to continue providing a Quality, 
Faith-filled Catholic Education to the children of St. Katharine Drexel Parish.   
 

If you need more information, want to buy or are willing to sell tickets, contact: Mike Kaul 210-3212, Beth Jewell 763-4963,  
Jill Kaufmann 344-1352, the Parish Center 887-2082, the School Office 885-5558 or any SKD School Family. 

 

An exciting sweepstakes based on  
professional football! 


