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Saint Katharine Drexel School 
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin 

Alumni and Friends 

Upcoming Events 

Dear Friends of SKDS: 
Another year,  

another graduation, 
another parade, 
another concert, 
another report card!  
How does that  
happen?  It was just 
yesterday our eighth graders were 
three year old preschoolers.  I can 
well imagine their families feel the 
same way as they watch them  
prepare to head off to high school.  I 
remember thinking (at graduation 
this year as I listened to Senior Band 
play “Psalm 42”), how much I will 
miss our newly minted alumni.  It is 
such a blessing and a privilege to 
share in their SKDS journey.  Still, 
each graduating class gives the 
class behind it a chance at leader-
ship.  One of those important leader-
ship roles is music.  Music plays an 
important part in the entire SKDS 
educational journey whether it is 
band, chorus, classroom music 
(including ukuleles, keyboard, and 
recorders), or liturgical music.  We 
offer our students many opportuni-
ties to sing, perform, march, pray 
through music.  One of the favorite 
parts of my week is liturgy practice.  
We go over the hymns we will sing 
at Mass and learn new ones as well.  
Our students sing and play beautiful-
ly, lifting their voices, hearts and  
instrumental selections exuberantly 
for our school Masses.  Their playing 
and singing carry over into our  
concerts and marching and many 
have gone on to share their gift of 
music later in high school, college 
and as adults.  We are blessed in 
having fine music instructors  
(Ms. Hoch, vocal and classroom, 
and Ms. Lopas, band) who mentor 
our children to enjoy and share the 
lifelong gift of music.   
Music is one of the ways we create 

well rounded students at SKDS who 

grow into well rounded adults.  Our 
art program also offers students an 
opportunity to engage their creative 
energy through various media:  
paint, paper, clay, ink, crayon,  
marker, etc.  The designs that grace 
our halls reflect how wonderfully 
talented our students are.  There are 
always a few favorite projects but 
annually, Mrs. Jenkins searches for 
new ideas to help keep student  
interest and creativity at peak levels.   
It’s no secret we have playground 

space shared with the parking lot but 
we still have a beautiful gym.  Kids 
need physical activity so our gym 
gets plenty of use both through 
physical education classes and a 
host of extra curricular athletic  
events.  Mrs. Warmka plans not only 
the expected PE classes but puts 
into her planning annually, a roller  
skating unit, bowling and a whole 
host of activities for our youngest 
students to help them gain agility, 
balance, coordination, control, and 
flexibility.  (A favorite seems to be 
“Sharks and Minnows”.)  We  
continue to be deeply indebted to 
our volunteers who help us present 
athletic programs for our students.  
Without their invaluable assistance, 
volleyball, basketball, track and a 
entire host of other activities and 
events would be impossible.   
It goes without saying religion, 

math, science, language, reading, 
social studies and foreign language 
are equally important.  These  
subjects make up the backbone of 
every school’s curriculum.  We  
provide all of them and our faculty 
does a masterful job.  It also goes 
without saying a well formed and 
well rounded individual needs the 
arts and physical activity.  And,  
At St. Katharine Drexel School, we 
are called to teach as Jesus did, 

instructing the whole child:   

SPIRITUALLY, EMOTIONALLY,  
INTELLECTUALLY, PHYSICALLY,  
SOCIALLY, ENVIRONMENTALLY,  

CULTURALLY.” 
With a little help from all of you, our 

friends, we will continue to do just 
that! 
We love to hear from alumni; so 

continue reading. 
May God Richly Bless You,  

Always and Abundantly;  
Barbara M. Haase,  
Principal / Administrator 
 

CAROLINE  
ARMSTRONG began 
her career at St. 
Katharine Drexel in 
pre-school, when 
she was 3 years old 
attending SKDS for 
11 years (Pre-K-8th).  
She graduated 8th 
grade in the Spring 
of 2007 moving to 
Beaver Dam High.  
Caroline graduated 
from BDHS in the 
Spring of 2011.  
After high school, 
she attended the University of  
Wisconsin Eau Claire, double  
majoring in Elementary Education 
and Special Education.  Graduation 
from UW Eau Claire followed in the 
Spring of 2016. 
“My very first and fondest memory 

at St. Katharine Drexel was having 
my own Mom as a teacher during my 
first years of school!  The fun and 
fond memories didn’t stop there.”  
She “continued to have a blast in 
school from ‘Show and Tell’ with Ms. 
Shaffer in Kindergarten to combined 
classrooms in first grade to Ms. 
Vinepal's guitar playing in second 
grade to learning my multiplication 
facts in ‘Around the World’ with  

 FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
AUGUST 27, 2018 

 SOLES WALK FOR EDUCATION 
OCTOBER 20, 2018 

 FAMILY CARNIVAL 
TBD 
 

 EVENING OF GLITZ 
NOVEMBER 3, 2018 
AT OLD HICKORY 

 CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
DECEMBER 13, 2018 
1:00 & 6:30PM 

 CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
JANUARY 27-FEBRUARY 2, 2019 

 FESTIVAL OF THE ED. ARTS 
JANUARY 31, 2019 
6:30-8PM 

 BAND GUILD PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
MARCH 10, 2019 

 LIVING STATIONS 
APRIL 12, 2019 
2:15PM 

 SHADOW WAY OF THE CROSS 
APRIL 17, 2019 
9:00AM & 7:00PM 

 SPRING BAND CONCERT 
APRIL 25, 2019  
7:30PM 

 SPRING VOCAL CONCERT 
MAY 2, 2019 
6:30PM 

 BOWL-A-THON 
TBD 

 GRADUATION  
May 30, 2019 
7:00PM 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DESIGNER, ILLUSTRATOR, DOCTOR, ALUM 

Lauren Curwick, 2007 SKDS graduate, is 
currently studying at the Medical College of 
Wisconsin in Milwaukee, hoping to become a 
physician in pediatric oncology.  But, she has 
also designed bedrooms for children who are 
dealing with cancer and other serious  
illnesses through a nonprofit organization 
called Designing Dreams.  Added to that, she 
has illustrated a book entitled “My Dog Named 
Hope” written by Joe Dean.   
The profits from the book go to Designing 
Dreams and Midwest Athletes against 
Childhood Cancer.  Marcus VerHage,  
another SKDS alum, serves as a photogra-
pher/videographer for Designing Dreams.  
Mark Roedl, another alum, serves as a 
board member.   
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continue to make memories with many of 
my (SKDS) classmates.  No matter how far 
we have all traveled, we do a great job of 
staying in touch and getting most of the 
group back together when we (come) home 
for holidays.  We still talk about the fun 
times and memories from grade school 
through middle school.” 
She goes on to say, “Life does not come 

with an owner's manual that can tell you 
how to operate the way you live.  We are all 
trying to figure out life no matter how young 
or old.  If you are a parent, try to remember 
that deciding the future is a very difficult 
task.  Be loving and supportive.  If you are a 
student, remember that we are all human; 
we all make mistakes.  Lastly, remember 
that God is always in your corner, cheering 
you on.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In last summer’s issue of Crossing Paths, 

two of our retired teachers, Mrs. Kathy  
Armstrong and Mrs. Barbara Kalscheur, 
shared their special memories and  
connections to SKDS, inviting our alumni to 
do the same.  We have a memory to share 
with you from Monica (Schoepke) Keel, 
kindergarten teacher at Wilson Elementary, 
Beaver Dam, mother to three and wife to 
another UCPS alum, John “Jay” Keel.   
Monica is the 1991/1992 Jerry Dorn Randy 
Arndorfer Christian Spirit Award recipient:  
“probably one of my proudest moments and 
still now brings tears to my eyes.”  Monica 
goes on to say:  My very favorite memory 
as I look back on my schooling at UCPS, 
(were the) Mini-Courses that took place 
during Mr. Jack Twet's time.  I loved the 
variety of classes offered and smile thinking 
of the aerobic classes in the gym and cake  
decorating in the lunch room.  
My other truly favorite memory was during 

Advent when all the students would gather 
on the first level around the Advent wreath, 
read the Christmas story, and sing  
Christmas hymns.  I can still see and hear 
the beautiful expression of our love for the 
season and our Father in heaven! 
We thank Monica for sharing those  

memories with our SKDS extended family 
and invite you to do the same.   
 

Mrs. Cestkowski in third grade.  We followed 
the Iditarod with Ms. Everett in fourth grade. 
(Who would have guessed I would have the 
opportunity to actually experience this race in 
Alaska!),  Then there were the Hershey kiss 
treats from Ms. Rampanelli in fifth grade and 
the buddy programs and sports throughout 
middle school. 
Growing and 
learning in 
such a fun and 
active environ-
ment taught 
me a love for 
learning!” 
After  

graduating 
from UW  
Eau Claire,  
Caroline 
moved to  
Alaska where she taught Special Education, 
Kindergarten through High School, for two 
years (2016-2018).  “I took this job in a remote 
village of 300 people because I felt I needed to 
make a difference, even if it was a small one.   
St. Katharine Drexel taught me there are  
always (those who are) less fortunate and that I 
was never going to grow up and be too  
important to be kind. I was excited to start my 
journey in life by giving.”  Moving to and  
teaching in Alaska, “was a huge learning  
experience for me.  It was the first time I was 
truly on my own as an adult.  God played a very 
important role in my move to Alaska because I 
knew that with Him, I was going to be okay. 
There were very tough days, not only with my 
job but also just being in a new place  
surrounded by people of a different culture.  For 
the first time in my life I was the minority!” 
Caroline goes on to say:  “When I was young 

and growing up in a Catholic family, I kind of 
just pushed through the motions and followed 
the steps that I was expected to take.  I truly did 
not understand the value of being Catholic until 
(I reached) a more independent stage in my 
life.  Although, growing and learning for 11 
years in the St. Katharine Drexel School  
system gave me a great foundation filled with 
morals and beliefs that continue to help me be  
successful in life and strong in my faith, I could 
not have done Alaska without the support of my 
family and friends, as well as my strong  
religious background.” 
Caroline is now back in Wisconsin with a new 

job lined up in the Menasha Joint School  
District.  She will be the Special Education 
teacher in a co-teaching position for second 
grade.   
A few parting thoughts as Caroline Armstrong 

continues her life’s journey:  “I cherish the 
memories from St. Katharine Drexel and  

 
 

Ok, now it’s your turn.  Let us know 
what you’ve been up to.  We can, almost 
with 100% certainty, guarantee that your 
fellow alumni will be interested in your 
story.  To keep you up to date of events at 
our wonderful school, visit our website 
www.skds.org  (To let us send you  
Crossing Paths, click on alumni and go to 
the fillable form which will provide us all 
the information we need to keep in touch.  
Please include school and year of  
graduation.)   

Another way to keep up to date on 
SKDS activities and events is to like us on  
Facebook~~St. Katharine Drexel School 
of Beaver Dam Wisconsin.   

Here’s to the hope we will be 
“CROSSING PATHS” sooner rather than 
later.   
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CHURCH RENOVATION CONNECTS CHURCH AND 
SCHOOL 

The parish plan to 
remodel the church 
and add a gathering 
area toward the  
parking lot is going 
well so far.  We  
needed commitments 
of $3 Million to do this 
project, though the cost was always going to 
be higher.  Our fundraising is over $3.2 Million. 
So, we are in final design phase and the  
beginning of phase 1, which includes taking 
down two houses, repairing the steeple, tuck 
pointing, and sealing the basement floor.  If all 
goes well, the major part of the project will 
happen right after Easter 2019.  If all goes 
well, we will be back in the church by  
Christmas 2019, though potentially after that. 
The gathering area being planned is truly a 

“crossing of paths”.  Here will be side by side 
entrances to the church and the gymnasium.  
Right next to each other will be hospitality 
space and the stage which will allow us a new 
intersection between school and church (a 
whole new kind of afterglow in the church’s 
gathering space).  Our young people are  
getting excited about taking their athletic team 
to the Eucharistic chapel to practice centering 
into the presence of God – especially when 
under pressure. 
I look forward to the integration of so many 

aspects of who a person is in mind, body and 
spirit at this place of intersection.  These  
opportunities are not just for the children but 
especially for us adults who often feel pulled in 
many different directions.  When we are on the 
fly – between errands and picking up  
children, we can duck into prayer to be   
supported by the God 
who made us for this 
mission and promises 
to walk with us  
always. 
FR. MICHAEL ERWIN, 
PASTOR 

The houses have 
been removed, the 
garage has been 

relocated to St. Mike’s 
Cemetery and the lots 
are covered in gravel, 

ready for the next 
step. 

GIIVE THE GIFT OF  
CATHOLIC EDUCATION   

 You can help a family send children to 
SKDS to receive a Catholic School  
education.   

 Families sacrifice to send children to our  
parish school because they want a  
Catholic education.   

 Can you give $10, $100, $1000?   
 

Every year a new group of fourth graders joins the SKDS Band as a dedicated group of eighth 
graders concludes its journey.  Whether the students are playing for a school Mass, performing 
for a concert or a community event, marching in a parade, or rehearsing, we are blessed with 
strains of beautiful music.  The band has been part of our history since 1930 when Rev.  
Theodore Rohner, the School Sisters of Notre Dame, and several mothers gathered to discuss   
organizing a band at St. Peter’s School.  Part of the initial funding program included butchering 
chickens, baking cakes, knitting and crocheting.  Long gone is the butchering of said birds but we 
still do considerable fundraising to support this important part of our school.  In 1979, St. Patrick 
School formed a 17 member band; and in 1980, the two merged.  Those who have been part of 
the band over the years have many cherished stories to tell.  We are proud of our SKDS Band! 

 Or— perhaps you are so blessed that 
you can contribute even more.   

 Whatever you give will be a gift to our  
students.   

 Write a check to SKDS.  On the memo 
line write:  
 TUITION ASSISTANCE FUND 

 

BE A BELIEVER!   
MAKE A DIFFERENCE  

IN A CHILD’S LIFE!   
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Erin Eileen Bates 

Luke Allen Diljak 

Brandon William Freber 

Corey Marie Gundert 

Shelby Briann Gundert 

Joseph Oliver Heft 

William Karl Kaufmann 

Brady William Lafler 

Brandi Ann-Marie Lange 

Rosa Violeta Molina 

Parker James Radig 

Samantha Lee Radig 

Ella Jean Roux 

McKenzie Margaret Seufzer 

Brendan James Simon 

Connor Nicholas Strasser 

Brandon James Walsh 

Hailey Rose Washtock 
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Rebeca Guadalupe Avalos 

Gavin John Bohlig 
Andrew Jeffrey Booker 

Luke Earl Braker 
Zachary Simon Budde 

Rachel Ann DesJardins 
Anna Marie Freber 

Brittany Nicole Graff 
Tanner Cole Hallett 

 
 

 
Katherine Renee Kaufmann 

Dora Francisca Lopez 
Elizabeth Jane Tyranski  

Sydney Kristine Weinberger 

 
God bless you  

wherever you are and  
whatever you are doing  

now and always.   

 
 
 

The final awards assembly took place on May 25.  The eighth graders receive 
several awards prior to graduation.   

 

Rewards  
academic  

excellence in 
the classroom 

and  
outstanding 

achievement. 

ERIN BATES 
LUKE DILJAK 

BRANDON FREBER 
COREY GUNDERT 
SHELBY GUNDERT 

WILLIAM KAUFMANN 

BRADY LAFLER 
SAMANTHA RADIG 

ELLA ROUX 
MCKENZIE SEUFZER 

BRENDAN SIMON 
BRANDON WALSH 

Honors perseverance in academic studies, consistent cheerful and  
cooperative class/school participation, respect for others. 

Honors the student who exemplifies respect, courtesy, concern for others 
and lives the words of Christ, “Ask and you shall receive; seek and you 

shall find; knock and it shall be opened.” 

SAMANTHA RADIG 

Rewards:  school/community service, positive attitude, civic responsibility, 
strength of character, and the courage to do what is right. 

LUKE DILJAK    MCKENZIE SEUFZER    CONNOR STRASSER 

ERIN BATES 

Welcome to the "St. Katharine Drexel School Cougar Team"!  
We are excited to walk in the sixth annual "Soles for  
Education Walk".  We had a grand time last year; we took a 
bus!    THANK YOU for joining our team and celebrating 
Catholic Schools!  Our school welcomes so many children as 
our patron, Saint Katharine Drexel did so many years ago.  
Our school theme this year is, "WE ARE CALLED; SOMOS 
LLAMADOS!".  We call you and your family to experience that 
faith, love, joy and mercy in action by joining our team or  
making a pledge as we continue to support our own wonderful 
school and Catholic education as a whole.  You will be glad 
you did!  Do you value your child’s Catholic education?  Do 
you value the Catholic education you received?  Do you value 
Catholic education in general?  Please join us on October 20 
at Mount Mary University to walk in support of SKDS.   
Go to www.catholicschoolswalk.org   
 
Look for St. Katharine Drexel School and join our team or 
make a pledge.  Questions?   
Call the school office 920-885-5558. 
 
Let's get walking!! 
 

KEEPING IN TOUCH:   
We continually update our files so that we have an  

accurate data base of alumni.  We rely on you to help with 
that.  If your child has recently moved or left home for a new 
position, please provide us with the correct contact  
information.   

We’d like to help all alumni stay informed about their alma 
mater.  Email wilsonj@stkatharinedrexelbd.org or visit the 
school website: http://skds.org/Alumni. Scroll down the page, 
click the “Click Here” link, fill out the form and send it back to 
us. 
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 You DO NOT have to rent a tuxedo or spend a bunch of money on a new fancy outfit.  Dress as you 
would for a wedding. 

 This event is NOT for school parents only.  Invite your friends, neighbors, co-workers, extended  
family~~the more the merrier! 

 You DO NOT have to have a table of 8 to attend.  Individual reservations are accepted.  You can         
request a table group with any number of attendees.  

 

Evening of Glitz:  
An extraordinary event which,  

as an added bonus,  
supports your alma mater! 

You can make this an alumni reunion.   
Make some fun happen today! 

Please call Tricia Cargen  
with any other questions, concerns or planning details. 

(608) 513-0911 

Hey SKDS (UCPS) Alumni:  
Get in touch with your former 
classmates and come together  

for a great night!   
Evening of  Glitz is full of  fun and  

entertainment by Magician Ryan Heiner.  
This event features a delicious 5 course 

meal, a silent auction, a live auction,  
live entertainment, and a cash bar.   

All of  the proceeds from this night go  
directly to  

Saint Katharine Drexel School!   
So grab your former classmates and  

support your school! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for the gift of time 
Thank you for your energy 

Thank you for your creativity 
Thank you for your talents, many and varied 

Thank you for the countless hours 
Thank you for the dedication 

Thank you for the gift of yourself.  
 

Just two little words 
But they come from our hearts 

 
We have been blessed with your presence  

 
You have believed in us and we believe in you 

 
We extend to you our prayers for success and happiness  

 
The door’s always open 
The coffee’s always on 

So—stop in for a visit now and then! 
  

 With continued blessings 
 Your SKDS Family 

“I have a dogmatic certainty:   
God is in every person's life.  
God is in everyone's life.  
Even if the life of a person has been a disaster,  
Even if it is destroyed by vices, drugs, or anything else— 
God is in this person's life."    Pope Francis 
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THANK YOU  
FOR SO  
RICHLY  

BLESSING US 
WITH YOUR 
PRESENCE 

 
For the last six 
years, we were 
blessed to have 
among us,  
Sr. Mariel Kreuziger 
and Sr. Antone  
Marie Voissem.  
Both are retired 
School Sisters of 
Notre Dame but one 
would hardly know 
they were retired by 
the energy they 
expended on behalf 
of the St. Katharine 
Drexel family.   
Because of the 

sisters serving in Catholic schools across the  
United States, those very schools blossomed and 
grew for years.  Sr. Mariel and Sr. Toni are part of 
that rich history of giving to our Catholic faith 
through their ministry to Catholic education in a 
variety of roles.  Earlier this year, Sr. Toni returned 
to Elm Grove for health reasons.  In June,  
Sr. Mariel closed up the house on Spring Street 
and returned to Elm Grove as well.  In a note to 
our parish family upon her leaving, Sr. Mariel  
stated:   

What a joy to have been living among you in  
community at St. Katharine Drexel these past six 

years.  Thank you for your generous outpouring of 
love and friendship.  May the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit be with you all as together, we continue our 
journey more deeply into God's love and mercy.  

I am truly grateful   
Mariel Kreuziger, SSND 

 
We are the ones who are truly grateful to these two 

lovely individuals who so willingly shared their lives 
and talents with us.  They have blessed us in  
countless ways and we will be forever richer  
because of it.   
 

The address for both of our sisters is:   
13105 Watertown Plank Road  

Elm Grove, WI 53122 



Saint Katharine Drexel Parish & School 
503 S. Spring St. 
Beaver Dam, WI 53916 

FOOTBALLMANIA - 10 WEEK SEASON IS BACK!  
 

The advantage of 10 weeks is the potential to award MORE WINNERS! 
Ticket cost IS JUST $20 PER TICKET OR 3 TICKETS FOR $50!  (That’s just $2 per week.) 
Each week there is the potential to award 30 winners and $1,400! 
Last season we awarded 79 cash prizes in just 10 weeks. 
 

FOOTBALLMANIA has helped St. Katharine Drexel raise over $348,000 in profit in the past 14 seasons. 
SKDS profits $14 for every ticket sold.  This is a fantastic fundraiser for St. Katharine Drexel! 
This year we hope to raise over $20,000 in this fun, entertaining sweepstakes raffle.  
Profit is directed straight to the daily operation of our school.  
 

Please consider buying a ticket (or three 😊) for yourself and as gifts!  They make excellent “back-to-college” gifts, birthday 
gifts, and anytime gifts. 
 

Thank you so much for your support!  Your generosity has made a real impact on the ability for SKDS to continue providing a 
Quality, Faith-filled Catholic Education to the children of St. Katharine Drexel Parish.   
 

If you need more information, want to buy or are willing to sell tickets, contact: Mike Kaul 210-3212, Beth Jewell 763-4963,  
Jill Kaufmann 344-1352, the Parish Center 887-2082, the School Office 885-5558 or any SKD School Family. 

 

An exciting sweepstakes based on  
professional football! 

 

Thank you,  
MIKE KAUL AND YOUR DEDICATED TEAM, 
for 15 years of service in spearheading 

FOOTBALLMANIA. 


