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Dear Friends of SKDS: 
I have 
been 
reflect-
ing.  I  
suppose 
that 
doesn’t 
come as 
a  
surprise 
since I 
am  
retiring 
from 

education at the end of this school 
year.  The time I have spent at 
SKDS/UCPS/St. Pete’s/St. Pat’s has 
been an amazing journey.  I started 
my teaching career in 1975 at St. 
Pete’s; we were still individual parish 
schools.  We moved into a  
consolidation, Unified Catholic  
Parish Schools (UCPS) in 1981;  
I was here for that.  I left but returned 
in 1993 as principal/administrator 
and experienced our return to being 
a parish school upon the merger of 
our parishes.  In between those 
years, I also taught at St. Francis 
Xavier in Cross Plains, was  
Principal/DRE at St. John the  
Evangelist in Spring Green, Principal 
for St. Malachy, Horicon and St. 
Mary, Mayville, and the first System 
Administrator for the Fond du Lac 
Area Catholic Education System 
(FACES).   
When I returned to UCPS in 1993, I 

felt I was coming home; there is 
clearly something special about 
SKDS.  This is a holy place and the 
work we do is holy work.   
Over the past few months I have 

experienced a round of “lasts”:  the 
last graduation, the last awards, the 
last liturgy practice, the last Field 
Day, the last school Mass, the last 
newsletter, the last Crossing Paths, 
the last of many things just as I  

experienced many firsts when I  
started teaching and then again in 
administration.  As Ecclesiastes 
says, “For everything there is a  
season, and a time for every  
purpose under heaven. . .a time to 
plant and a time to pluck” . . .I think 
I’ve planted a few seeds and plucked 
a few plants here and there as well.  
“A time to weep” (I’ve done plenty of 
that.) “and a time to laugh.”  (I’ve 
done plenty of that as well.)  And 
now it’s time to take my leave.  I love 
this place.  I love the children, the 
families, the faculty/staff, the sights, 
the sounds, the smells.  I can whole-
heartedly say, that each and every 
day I tried to answer God’s call with 
vigor and passion.  Some days I 
managed better than others.  On the 
not so perfect days, the Holy Spirit 
had to work a little harder to earn 
Her keep.  It’s been an amazing 
journey.  I leave you in God’s hands.   
We are after all ~  
 
Companions on the Journey, 
Ms. Barbara M. Haase 
Principal/Administrator 
1993-2019 

 

 
 
Each year we feature several  

alumni in our CROSSING PATHS  
issue.  This year two returned to 
SKDS to teach.  We are so glad, and 
blessed, they did.  Read on to find 
out more about LAUREN CROMBIE 
and MADELINE VERHAGE.   
 
MADELINE VERHAGE, Second Grade 

Teacher at SKDS, started first grade 
at UCPS in 2001, graduated from St. 
Katharine Drexel in 2009 and   
attended Beaver Dam High School. 
After graduating from BDHS in  

 
2013, she attended Marian  
University in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 
earning a degree in Early Childhood 
and Elementary Education.   
Madeline moved back to Beaver 
Dam to do student teaching and 
graduated in December 2017.   
Her fondest SKDS memory is that 

of walking from St. Patrick’s to St. 
Peter’s on Theme Day, Field Day or 
any other time of the year.  “It was 
fun walking down the street to the 
‘Big Kids’ School’ and spending the 
entire day with our buddies.  As a 
little kid, it was a cool experience 
being at St. Peter’s with the older 
kids.  We definitely thought of our 
buddies as pretty great mentors!”  
She also enjoyed participating in the 
Shadow Way of the Cross in fifth 
grade.  “There are all those secrets 
you have no idea about as a fourth 
grader, but soon learn about them 
and make the Shadow Way of the 
Cross a memorable and sacred 
presentation for the audience.  The 
best part was listening to Ms. Haase 
sing the passionate song 
(“Silhouette On The Hill”) about  
Jesus’ experience on the cross.  
Very touching!! “ 
Madeline goes on to share,  

 FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
AUGUST 26, 2019 

 SOLES WALK FOR EDUCATION 
OCTOBER 19, 2019 

 EVENING OF GLITZ 
NOVEMBER 2, 2019 
AT OLD HICKORY 

 CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
DECEMBER 12, 2019 
1:00 & 6:30PM 

 CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
JANUARY 26-FEBRUARY 1, 2020 

 FESTIVAL OF THE ED. ARTS 
JANUARY 30, 2020 
6:30-8PM 

 BAND GUILD PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
MARCH 8, 2020 

 LIVING STATIONS 
APRIL 3, 2020 
2:15PM 

 SHADOW WAY OF THE CROSS 
APRIL 8, 2020 
9:00AM & 7:00PM 

 SPRING BAND CONCERT 
APRIL 23, 2020 
7:30PM 

 SPRING VOCAL CONCERT 
MAY 7, 2020 
6:30PM 

 BOWL-A-THON  TBD 

 FUN RUN 
TBD 

 GRADUATION  
May 29, 2020 
7:00PM 



 grade six. 
Lauren began her SKDS journey in 2000, 

graduating in 2010.  After SKDS, she  
attended Beaver Dam High School,  
graduating in 2014, and then went to the  
University of Wisconsin-Madison, graduating 
in December 2018 with a degree in  
Elementary Education.  
Lauren states she has only positive  

memories about SKDS.  “I enjoyed every  
single teacher I had there; however, the two 
teachers who first came to mind when I was 
asked about my favorite teacher were Mrs. 
Rampanelli, my fifth grade teacher, and Mrs. 
Thompson, my middle school science teacher.  
Mrs. Rampanelli made fifth grade so  
enjoyable.  She was so passionate about 
teaching and always made learning fun.  One 
of my favorite fifth grade memories is getting 
to play Oregon Trail in Social Studies class.  
Mrs. Rampanelli did such an amazing job at 
fostering a caring, comfortable, and fun  
environment for her students.  Mrs. Thompson 
also stood out as one of my favorite  
SKDS teachers.  What I admired most about 
her was how knowledgeable she was in her 
subject area.  I love how she always  
incorporated hands on experiments,  
demonstrations, and projects.  Looking back, I 
feel really lucky to have had her has my  
science teacher, and I am grateful for how 
well she prepared me for my high school  
science classes.” 
Lauren recalls another teacher from SKDS.  

“I also really enjoyed my eighth grade year at 
SKDS.  One memory that sticks out is Mrs. 
Kalscheur’s class; we made books to send to 
a school in Africa.  I remember my partner and 
I did our book on the human body.  We put so 
much time and effort into it, and we were so 
excited about it because we really felt like we 
were having an impact on others’ lives.   
Another event that sticks out from my eighth 
grade year is the Spaghetti Supper.  I  
remember having so much fun planning and 
preparing for it.  My group was assigned to 
decorate the gym lobby; the theme was  
Autumn.  We decided to turn the lobby into an 
autumn forest.  It felt like my friends and I cut 
out and painted about a thousand leaves in 
order to create the forest.  I remember being 
so proud of all of our hard work when we were 
finally finished.” 
Lauren shares that SKDS had an influence 

on her in that it helped prepare her  
academically for high school and taught her 
the importance of living out values of  
kindness, generosity, respect, and faithful-
ness.  “SKDS instilled in me, not only the  
importance of school and a strong character, 
but the importance of being a faithful person.  
I learned that in order to truly be happy and  
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activities being done in the classroom that I 
remember doing at SKDS.  Seeing those 
traditions is really meaningful to me and 
also helps me build relationships with a 
variety of students at school.  My first year 
of teaching has been very rewarding and I 
am truly thankful for all the support from the 
staff at SKDS.  
This year’s theme at SKDS was “We Are 

Called”.  Last summer, as I was applying for 
teaching positions, I was missing my calling 
from God.  I heard the first part of teaching 
young children, but I couldn’t hear the rest 
of it; God has an interesting way of telling 
you what do to with your life.  You have to 
wait patiently and really listen to what He 
wants you to do.  What is God calling you to 
do?  
Periodically at a school Mass, we sing  

Companions on the Journey.  We sing (the 
words), “No longer strangers to each other”, 
“We have been gifted with each other”, and  
“We will seek and we shall find.”  This song 
summarizes my journey as a student and 
now as a teacher at SKDS.  When I started 
(at UCPS/SKDS) as a student in 2001, I 
was new to the school and didn’t know any-
body, but after all those years I was gifted 
with great friends and wonderful  
experiences.  The last verse of that song 
says “we shall seek and we shall find” and 
that could mean anything.  In my  
experience, my journey led me back to 
SKDS teaching as a second grade teacher 
and sharing my love for Jesus with my  
students.  
Madeline does keep in touch with friends 

through social media.  “It’s great to see that 
we’ve all found our niche in life, whether 
staying in Wisconsin or moving somewhere 
else.  I also enjoy seeing SKDS friends at 
church and bringing up classic memories 
from school.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our newest faculty member,  
LAUREN CROMBIE, teaches middle school 
science and English Language Arts for 
 

“Ever since I have been little, I’ve had this 
dream of becoming a teacher when I am older. 
Graduating from Marian with my teaching  
degree is my (proudest) moment.  Now I can do 
what I love and what I dreamed of doing as a 
kid.  All that time in my fake classroom at home 
really paid off!!  My proudest moment recently 
was becoming the new second grade teacher 
at St. Katharine’s and watching my students 
accomplish tasks inside the classroom and 
most importantly, receiving two sacraments at 
church.”   
Madeline states that St. Katharine’s (UCPS) 

was and is filled with amazing teachers who 
truly focus on the child and dedicate a lot of 
time to make an enjoyable school year.  “As I 
look back at my time at SKDS, I remember 
something positive about each year I was there 
as a student.—how each teacher, especially as 
I got older, influenced me to become a teacher. 
Also, each teacher communicated (his/her) 
faith through serving as role models for the 
students.  Not only did they teach us Religion in 
the classroom, but they were there at Mass on 
the weekend, participating in the different roles. 
After I graduated from SKDS, the teachers 
influenced me to make a difference in other 
children’s lives and to keep my faith a number 
one priority.”  
Madeline remembers when UCPS became St. 

Katharine Drexel.  “Even though I was little, . . .  
I was still at St. Patrick’s and I can remember 
voting for our new mascot.  We wrote down 
different possibilities and at that age, most of us 
wrote down animals like dolphins, unicorns or 
bunnies.  Those seem like very typical  
responses from primary students.  Whoever 
wrote down and voted for Cougar, thank you 
☺!  I am very thankful that I belonged to the 
UCPS and the SKDS family.”    
Returning to SKDS as a faculty member has 

been the biggest blessing ever!  It is a really 
neat experience working with my former  
elementary/middle school teachers.  I really 
enjoyed the teachers at SKDS and wanting to 
be a teacher when I was older; I always  
wondered what they did outside of school.  
Every young child’s question, right?  I’ve  
enjoyed getting to know more about my former 
teachers now on the coworker level that I 
wouldn’t have known as a student.  As a  
student, I obviously didn’t know about the 
“backstage work” that teachers did during the 
school day.  It’s meaningful to belong to the 
faculty side of planning events that I looked 
forward to as a kid.  I also enjoy seeing similar  
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thrive in life, you need God in your life.” 
Returning to SKDS on (the other side of the 

desk) is rewarding.  “It has been so exciting to 
have been able to return to the place that  
created my love for school and learning.  The 
great teachers I had here were a huge part in 
my decision to become a teacher.  I hope to 
have the same positive impact on my  
students.  It is (incredible) to think that I was in 
my students’ same position about nine years 
ago.  I really enjoy getting to see my students 
participate in the same activities and events 
that I participated in and create similar lasting 
memories that I have. 
SKDS has had a positive impact on my life in 

many ways.  Ultimately, though, I feel that my 
most important takeaway from this school was 
that it taught me the importance of being a 
loving and faithful disciple.  For ten years this 
value was fostered by all the amazing  
teachers I had.  I was also able to learn this 
value from my classmates.  I love the fact that 
I got to spend ten years learning this value 
with the same people.  It really created a tight 
knit community among us, and that is some-
thing I will always remember and be grateful 
for.  

 
 

 

Ok, now it’s your turn.  Let us know 
what you’ve been up to.  We can, almost 
with 100% certainty, guarantee that your 
fellow alumni will be interested in your 
story.  To keep you up to date of events 
at our wonderful school, visit our website 
www.skds.org  (To let us send you  
Crossing Paths, click on alumni and go to 
the fillable form which will provide us all 
the information we need to keep in touch.  
Please include school and year of  
graduation.)   
Another way to keep up to date on 

SKDS activities and events is to like us 
on  
Facebook~~St. Katharine Drexel School 
of Beaver Dam Wisconsin.   

Here’s to the hope we will be 
“CROSSING PATHS” sooner rather than 
later.   

GIIVE THE GIFT OF  
CATHOLIC EDUCATION   

 You can help a family send children to 
SKDS to receive a Catholic School  
education.   

 Families sacrifice to send children to our  
parish school because they want a  
Catholic education.   

 Can you give $10, $100, $1000?   
 

Every year a new group of fourth graders joins the SKDS Band as a dedicated group of eighth 
graders concludes its journey.  Whether the students are playing for a school Mass, performing 
for a concert or a community event, marching in a parade, or rehearsing, we are blessed with 
strains of beautiful music.  The band has been part of our history since 1930 when Rev.  
Theodore Rohner, the School Sisters of Notre Dame, and several mothers gathered to discuss   
organizing a band at St. Peter’s School.  Part of the initial funding program included butchering 
chickens, baking cakes, knitting and crocheting.  Long gone is the butchering of chickens but we 
still do considerable fundraising to support this important part of our school.  In 1979, St. Patrick 
School formed a 17 member band; and in 1980, the two merged.  Those who have been part of 
the band over the years have many cherished stories to tell.  We are proud of our SKDS Band! 

 Or— perhaps you are so blessed that you 
can contribute even more.   

 Whatever you give will be a gift to our  
students.   

 Write a check to SKDS.  On the memo 
line write:  
 TUITION ASSISTANCE FUND 

 

BE A BELIEVER!   
MAKE A DIFFERENCE  

IN A CHILD’S LIFE!   
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Easton Alexander Abel 
Drew Frank Brzezinski 
Sydney Elizabeth Diels 
Layne Gerald Jenkins  

Carmen Jillian Kehrmeyer 
Violet Marie Kennedy 

Emre Kocer 

Landyn William Merrill 
Adam Joseph Meyer 

Bella Catherine Oestreicher 
Fernando Osorio 
Ellen Marie Poels 

Ashton James Rechek 
Jayden James Rohde 

Cameran Marie  
Schraufnagel 

Alanna Catherine Schuett 
Andruw Marcel Strelow 
Megan Lynn Tyranski 

Aiden Thomas Warmka 
Adam William Wendt 

REBUILD MY CHURCH! 
This command was 
given to St. Francis of 
Assisi by God before 
the San Damiano 
cross.  At first, Francis 
took it very literally by 
physically rebuilding a 
couple of churches 

stone by stone.  Then he got additional  
clarification to rebuild the zeal of church  
members.  He did this by preaching the Gos-

pel to them and a path of simplicity for them to 
find the joy in the Gospel, which led them to 
zeal.  Within a few years, over a thousand peo-
ple had committed to this path of conversion. 
We are renovating our church building and are 

on schedule so far (basically).  Keep the work-
ers in your prayers that they will be safe.   
If you have not committed to this campaign to 

make the church more accessible, more  
welcoming and renewed – please contact our 
parish offices to join in this joyful process. 
Even more important as we go through this 

renovation, let us recommit to reading and  

putting into practice the Gospels of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John.  Jesus Christ through His 
mercy, challenge, and grace will renew the 
hearts of all of us.  Let us regularly receive the  
sacraments to strengthen us in our vocations in 

family, work and church.  And, 
let us, like St. Francis of Assisi, 
attend to the needs of the poor, 
sick and isolated.   
 
Join us in this journey to  
rebuild God’s church! 
 FR. MIKE ERWIN, PASTOR 



Page 5 Summer 2019 

 

Neil Patrick Braker 
Dylan Mark Brzezinski 

Walker Donovan De Jager 
Camryn Rayann Gosdeck  

Austin Allen Graff 
Adam Richard Heft  

Kristofer Robert Heinzen  
Isaiah Joel Lopez   

Abraham Oliver Luedtke 
Isabelle Rose Ostermann  

Caitlyn Rose Poels   
Ashley Rae Radig 

Julia Siomara Ramirez 
Lanie Elizabeth Roedl  

Madeline Diane Schonitzer  
Sydney Victoria Seufzer 

 Eric Anthony Simon  
Sam Michael Strasser 
Ayden Joseph Wendt 

 
God bless you  

wherever you are and  
whatever you are doing  

now and always.   

 
 
 

The final awards assembly took place on May 24.  The eighth graders receive 
several awards prior to graduation.   

 

Rewards  
academic  

excellence in 
the classroom 

and  
outstanding 

achievement. 

EASTON ABEL 
SYDNEY DIELS 
LAYNE JENKINS 

CARMEN KEHRMEYER 
ADAM MEYER 

ISABELLA OESTREICHER 
FERNANDO OSORIO 

ELLEN POELS 
ASHTON RECHEK 

CAMERAN  
SCHRAUFNAGEL 

ALANNA SCHUETT 
MEGAN TYRANSKI 
AIDEN WARMKA 

Honors perseverance in academic studies, consistent cheerful and  
cooperative class/school participation, respect for others. 

Honors the student who exemplifies respect, courtesy, concern for others 
and lives the words of Christ, “Ask and you shall receive; seek and you 

shall find; knock and it shall be opened.” 

CAMERAN SCHRAUFNAGEL 

Rewards:  school/community service, positive attitude, civic responsibility, 
strength of character, and the courage to do what is right. 

SYDNEY DIELS   LAYNE JENKINS   CARMEN KEHRMEYER 

ALANNA SCHUETT 

Welcome to the "St. Katharine Drexel School 
Cougar Team"!  We are excited to walk in the 
seventh annual "Soles for Education Walk".  
THANK YOU for joining our team and  
celebrating Catholic Schools!  Our school  
welcomes so many children as our patron, 
Saint Katharine Drexel did so many years ago.  
Our school theme this year is, "COLOR YOUR 
LIFE WITH FAITH; COLOREA TU VIDA CON LA 
FE!".  Color your life by joining our faith-filled team.  Make a pledge as we  
continue to support our own wonderful school and Catholic education as a 
whole.  You will be glad you did!  Do you value your child’s Catholic education?  
Do you value the Catholic education you received?  Do you value Catholic  
education in general?  Please join us on OCTOBER 19 at MOUNT MARY  
UNIVERSITY to walk in support of SKDS.  Go to www.catholicschoolswalk.org   
 
Look for St. Katharine Drexel School and join our team or make a pledge.   
Questions?  Call the school office 920-885-5558.  Let's get walking!! 

KEEPING IN TOUCH:   
 

We continually update our files so we have an accurate 
data base of alumni.  We rely on you to help with that.  If your 
child has recently moved or left home for a new position, 
please provide us with the correct contact information.   
We’d like to help all alumni stay informed about their alma 

mater.  Email crombiej@stkatharinedrexelbd.org or visit the 
school website: https://skds.org/Alumni.  Scroll down the 
page, fill out the form and click submit. See page 7 for a 
chance to win a $100 Amazon gift card. 
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 You DO NOT have to rent a tuxedo or spend a bunch of money on a new fancy outfit.  Dress as you 
would for a wedding. 

 This event is NOT for school parents only.  Invite your friends, neighbors, co-workers, extended  
family~~the more the merrier! 

 You DO NOT have to have a table of 8 to attend.  Individual reservations are accepted.  You can         
request a table group with any number of attendees.  

 

Evening of Glitz:  
An extraordinary event which,  

as an added bonus,  
supports your alma mater! 

You can make this an alumni reunion.   
Make some fun happen today! 

Please call Tricia Cargen  
with any other questions, concerns or planning details. 

(608) 513-0911 

Hey SKDS (UCPS) Alumni:  
Get in touch with your former 
classmates and come together  

for a great night!   
Evening of  Glitz is full of  fun and  
Entertainment.  This event features  

a delicious 5 course meal, a silent auction,  
a live auction, live entertainment,  

and a cash bar.   
All of  the proceeds from this night  

go directly to  
Saint Katharine Drexel School!   

So grab your former classmates and  
support your school! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for the gift of time 
Thank you for your energy 

Thank you for your creativity 
Thank you for your talents, many and varied 

Thank you for the countless hours 
Thank you for the dedication 

Thank you for the gift of yourself.  
 

Just two little words 
But they come from our hearts 

We have been blessed with your presence  
You have believed in us and we believe in you 

We extend to you our prayers for success and happiness  
 

The door’s always open 
The coffee’s always on 

So—stop in for a visit now and then! 
  

 With continued blessings, 
 Your SKDS Family 

Let us thank all those who teach in Catholic schools.  
Educating is an act of love; it is like giving life.  ~Pope Francis 
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KEEP IN TOUCH AND ENTER A DRAWING FOR A $100 AMAZON GIFT CARD.  SEE DETAILS BELOW:   
Are you the parent of an alumni and your child/ren have moved or left home for a new position, or are you an alumni 
receiving this newsletter? 
We’d like to help all alumni stay informed about their alma mater, so we’re offering a $100 Amazon gift card for all 
those that visit the school website: https://www.skds.org/alumni and submit the Alumni Information form.  Just scroll 
down the page and fill out the form and click submit.  You may also choose to provide that information via email.  
Just send an email to: crombiej@stkatharinedrexelbd.org.  We will draw one lucky winner’s name on August 15.  
We will post the winner on the https://www.skds.org/alumni web page.  Check back to see who won!  We will contact the winner.. 



Saint Katharine Drexel Parish & School 
503 S. Spring St. 
Beaver Dam, WI 53916 

FOOTBALLMANIA - 10 WEEK SEASON IS BACK!  
 

The advantage of 10 weeks is the potential to award MORE WINNERS! 
Ticket cost IS JUST $20 PER TICKET OR 3 TICKETS FOR $50!  (That’s just $2 per week.) 
Each week there is the potential to award 30 winners and $1,400! 
Last season we awarded 92 cash prizes in just 10 weeks. 
 

FOOTBALLMANIA has helped St. Katharine Drexel raise over $360,000 in profit in the past 15 seasons. 
SKDS profits $14 for every ticket sold.  This is a fantastic fundraiser for St. Katharine Drexel! 
This year we hope to raise over $20,000 in this fun, entertaining sweepstakes raffle.  
Profit is directed straight to the daily operation of our school.  
 

Please consider buying a ticket (or three 😊) for yourself and as gifts!  They make excellent “back-to-college” gifts, birthday 
gifts, and anytime gifts. 
 

Thank you so much for your support!  Your generosity has made a real impact on the ability for SKDS to continue providing a 
Quality, Faith-filled Catholic Education to the children of St. Katharine Drexel Parish.   
 

If you need more information, want to buy or are willing to sell tickets, contact: MIKE KAUL 210-3212, MARYBETH SCHESSOW  
608-212-8782, the PARISH CENTER 887-2082, the SCHOOL OFFICE 885-5558 or any SKD SCHOOL FAMILY. 

 

An exciting sweepstakes based on  
professional football! 

 

Thank you,  
MIKE KAUL AND YOUR DEDICATED TEAM, 
for 16 years of service in spearheading 

FOOTBALLMANIA. 


