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A Standards-based System: Instruction, 
Learning, Assessment and Reporting

Moving to a standards-based system requires a shift 
in thinking and a shift in what takes place inside the 

four walls of the classroom.

Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.



Components of a 
Standards-Based 

System
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The standards describe what a 
student should know and be
able to do at a given grade 

level for each subject. 

Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.



The standards-based 
Curriculum is a roadmap a 

teacher uses to
ensure that Instruction

focuses on the standards.

Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.



Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.

A teacher uses Assessments to 
measure learning and the 

extent to
which a student has met the 

grade level content standards.

Level of Proficiency or Mastery



Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.

The standards-based Report 
Card allows a teacher to 

communicate accurately a 
student’s progress towards 
meeting the standards at

specific points in the school 
year. 



Why The Change?
• Research by experts in the field of education overwhelmingly 

assert that standards-based grading and reporting allows us 
to best align our instructional practices with how we report 
student learning. (Robert J. Marzano & Ken O’Connor)

Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.



Why The Change?
• Education and learning look different today

Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.



Why The Change?
• To more accurately and effectively communicate student 

progress to students, parents and to staff in other grades .

Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.
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Why The Change?
• Standards-based practices focus on growth. Students are 

assessed on clearly defined learning goals that are aligned 
with standards, which show a progression of learning. 

Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.



What is a standard and 
where do they come from?

• Standards define what students need to know, need to understand, 
and need to be able to do at a certain point in time.

• There are standards for every content area and for every grade level.

• These standards are part of the curriculum of the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee and are aligned with the common core state standards.

Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.



For 
Example…

Grade 2 Physical 
Science 

Standards

Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.



Standards-based Assessments
are used to measure learning

Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.

• Formative: Assignments and assessments 
completed on the way to mastery or 
proficiency: Demonstrates learning by the 
student

• Teacher Observations
• Peer/Self Assessment
• Dry Erase Boards
• Hold-up Cards
• Exit Tickets
• Think-Pair-Share



Standards-based Assessments
are used to measure learning
• Summative:  Final declaration of mastery or 

proficiency; Demonstration of proficiency in 
knowledge and skills at the end of a period 
of instruction. 

Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.

• Written tests/quizzes
• Presentations
• Portfolios
• Projects
• Reports
• Final exams



Standards-based Assessments
are used to measure learning

Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.

A Grading Rubric



Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.

Feedback

Feedback Feedback

Formative 
Assessment

Summative 
Assessment

Process of SB 
Instruction, 

Learning, and 
Assessment Formative 

Assessment

Formative 
Assessment



Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.

The Importance of Feedback
Formative feedback has the greatest impact on student learning and achievement. 
~ John Hattie

In order for feedback to be effective it has to be:
• Positive
• Immediate
• Targeted on specific outcomes
• Allow student time to process or rework



A current 
Report Card

Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.

A Standards-based
Report Card

A Grading 
Rubric



Standards-based learning is a process, 

not an event.

Archdiocese of Milwaukee 
Proficiency Scale
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Student 
Understanding 
of Proficiency 

Scale
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Student 
Understanding 
of Proficiency 

Scale



Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.

Student 
Understanding 
of Proficiency 

Scale



Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.

A Standards-based Report Card
Learner Behaviors are Reported Separately from Academic Achievement



Standards-based Grading & Reporting
• Rubrics
• Progress Reports
• Report Cards-Proficiency Scale, Learner 

Behaviors and Personal and Social Growth
• Conferences

Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.



Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.

A Standards-
based 
Video

A Time to Review



Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.

How standards-based assessment and 
grading benefits students:

• They know what they need to do to achieve; clear expectations
• Provides meaning to grades that are specific to a standard
• Better feedback for improvement 
• Become more self-motivated; goal being mastery/proficiency 



Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.

How standards-based assessment and 
grading benefit teachers:

• They know exactly where all students stand in their progress 
toward learning goals;

• Standards-based grades are consistent between teachers and 
classrooms because expectations are aligned with standards;

• Standards-based assessments show them which students need 
extra help and which need more challenging work so they 
can adjust teaching



Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.

How standards-based assessment and 
grading benefits parents:

• Report Cards have more meaning

• You get better information about what your child knows, is 
able to do, and the direction of future learning

• Standards-based grading lets you know in which areas your 
child can use learning support at home



Parent Support
• What standard are you working on now?
• What specifically do you need to know, understand, or do?
• What level are you at right now?
• What are you doing to get to the next level?

Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.



Frequently Asked Questions
I have heard that homework will not be graded, so does that mean my child 
will not be getting any homework?  What is the consequence for not doing 
homework?
• Homework is not going away
• Homework is used as a formative assessment and will receive feedback for 

learning (not used in the final grade)
• Consequences to not completing homework will be reported in the 

Learner Behaviors or Success Indicators on the report card

Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.



Parent Frequently Asked Questions
With many high schools using a traditional grading system, will our students be 

prepared?

YES!
• Identifying one’s strengths and weaknesses as a learner, being self-motivated to 

meet course objectives, developing strong study habits, and mastering course 
standards are all aspects of this system that will help students in high school.

Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.



Thank you for being here and for your 
on-going support of your child’s 

education!

Standards-based learning is a process, not an event.


