
Saint Katharine Drexel School
Committee Minutes

1/11/22
6:00 pm

Attendees:
Principal Jennifer Crombie, Mark Roedl (Vice-President), Sarah Bindl
(Secretary), Jennifer Wendorf, Adam White,  Father Will, Danielle Paul,
Marybeth Schessow

Absent: Angela Zwald, John Bowser, Estella Calvo-Gill

Call to Order:
Mark Roedl, Committee Vice President, called the meeting to order at 6:06
pm.

Opening Prayer:
Opening prayer was led by Marybeth Schessow.

Introduction of Guests:
Vicki Hafenstein

Approval of Minutes:
Danielle Paul made a motion to approve the November minutes followed by
Jen Wendorf.

Roundtable - Share something positive:
● Adam White shared how great it was to have everyone together for

the Christmas concert again.
● Sarah Bindl shared the positive comments that were shared from

alumni about their experience at SKDS.
● Jennifer Wendorf shared how neat it was to see all of the alumni

attending the Christmas program.



● Marybeth Schessow shared how grateful she was to have Mrs. Steil
set up a Google Meet for homework help while her family was
quarantined.

Principal’s Report

1. The Board of Directors of WRISA proudly announces the accreditation of St.
Katharine Drexel School. St. Katharine Drexel School complies with the WRISA
educational Standards and is a member in good standing. (Please see the
attached letter and certificate.)

2. The Wisconsin Parental School Choice application period is from Monday,
February 1, to Thursday, April 22. The 2022-2023 School Choice information and
application materials are not available from DPI yet, but should be soon. I am
beginning to update the letters and information that went out last year to our
SKD Religious Education families, and our 4K and 5K families. Last year, I also put
information on our Facebook page, the school website and in the bulletin. This
year I am working with Connie Caine from the Tri-Parishes to share the
information to those families, and I will be sure to get the Choice information on
the parish Facebook page and parish website as well. I am going to meet with
Fr. Onildo so he can share the information at the Spanish Mass also. If anyone
has any other ideas on how to recruit new Choice families, please let me know.
My goal is to increase our number from 36 Choice students to 42 students for the
2022-2023 school year.

3. Wisconsin Forward Exam Update: The 2022 assessment window opens March
22 and runs through April 30. The Forward Exam is designed to gauge how well
students are doing in relation to the Wisconsin Academic Standards. These
standards outline what students should know and be able to do to be college
and career-ready. The Forward Exam is administered online at: ~grades 3-8 in
English Language Arts (ELA) and mathematics, ~grades 4 and 8 in science and,
~grades 4, 8, and 10 in social studies. This is the second year SKDS students will be
taking the Forward Exam.

4. I have offered the position of Before-School-Care & AM Extend-A-Day
Coordinator to a very qualified applicant. She will begin next week Tuesday,
January 18, 2022, if all HR paperwork, safeguarding, background check, etc. is
completed. We are still in need of a 4KPM Teacher.



5. Catholic Schools’ Week is January 30-February 5. The planning is underway.
We will be able to have the dress-up days and the other usual challenges
(penny challenge, door decorating challenge) but we will not be having any
large group gatherings. The students will be making a thank you gift for the
parishioners that will be handed out on the weekend following CSW. We will not
be having a Taco/Chili Supper after the 4:30 p.m. Mass on January 29. We will
be having an in-person Festival of the Educational Arts on Thursday, February 3.

6. The 3K & 5K Registration Round-Up will be held on January 27, 2022.

7. All teachers and staff have received a letter of intent for next year. The letters
need to be returned to me by Friday, January 14. This assists with the budget
and planning process, which will begin soon.

8. Our most recent Taher Lead Cook walked out after lunch on December 22.
We are currently receiving our hot lunches cooked and ready-to-serve from the
BDHS. We have only our volunteers serving the food with the help of Sara DeWitt,
our part-time secretary helping out as well. BDUSD/Taher will be finding us a
replacement ASAP.

Pastor’s Report:
Father Will shared there were two server training sessions for students.
Dan Doyle set up the training really well. A couple of the kids already
served and it went extremely well. Questions were posed about how to find
replacements when kids cannot serve on their designated days.

Father Will is in the process of finding times to visit classrooms and eat
lunch with the SKDS students.

Committee Reports:
Finance -  John Bowser shared that now that we are in 2022, budgeting will
begin in earnest. The school has a good idea of what is needed for next
year. Jenny Crombie will be attending the next finance meeting, along with
Nathan Eggers, to discuss HVAC needs and options for the school to be
addressed in the next few years. From here will look to plan how to address
these needs, financially.



At Finance we will also discuss tuition next year so Jenny can share that
information at the round-up events later in January and share for all other
grades, as well.

The SmartBoards purchased with EANS funds are still on back order.

SKDS is participating in the Day of Giving, which is an online fundraiser to
coincide with CSW and  housed by the National Catholic Education

Association. This takes place for 24 hours starting at noon on February 1st.
Andi Larson has been taking the lead on planning our approach which will
focus primarily on alumni to avoid overlap with Glitz and help update our
alumni communications database, in particular for email and social media
linkages.

Athletics - The basketball season has begun! Joe Wendorf is in the process
of scheduling scrimmages and games for the boys’ teams.

SCRIP - No updates

Health & Safety Committee - This committee has been looking at what
options are available to address both short term and long term challenges
with the school building heating.  The heating system has many very old
components. Several heating radiators will need replacement sooner than
later.  The committee has also been investigating current air flow
limitations and options for better air exchange in the building.  This could
also include things like bi-polar ionization.  In addition, they are
investigating options for upgrading not just the heating but air
conditioning as well.  These would be very large projects and they are in
the early stages of information gathering. We also have windows on the
James St. side of the building that are very old and not very e�cient.



Unfinished Business:

N/A

New Business:
Glitz - The event is quickly approaching - February 5th! We currently have
18 registered online. Our ideal goal would be to have 80 people in
attendance. Flyers were distributed to the SAC to hand out to potential
attendees and we are in need of people spreading the word about the
event through social media and other avenues. Teachers have been given
a discount code. We will need help with auction set-up the day of the event.
Once we have a list of specific tasks for set-up, we will send out a sign-up.
For example, Gene’s Floral will be delivering flowers at 2:00 on the 5th and
someone will need to be there when he arrives. Jenny Crombie is going to
look into getting some auction software for both Glitz and the Pancake
breakfast. We are in the process of obtaining donation items. Ideally we
would like for people to be able to bid online and in person.

Closing Prayer:
Father Will led us in closing prayer.

Adjournment:

Danielle Paul made a motion to adjourn the meeting followed by Adam
White.


