
 Saint Katharine Drexel Parish School 
 School Advisory Commission Minutes 

 3/14/2023 
 6:15 pm 

 Attendees: 
 Father Will, Principal Tina Ellefson, Angela Zwald (Vice Chair), Sarah Bindl 
 (Secretary), Sara Beecher, John Bowser, Adam White, Jennifer Wendorf 

 Not in attendance: Mark Roedl (Chair), Marybeth Schessow 

 Guests: Madeline VerHage, Lauren Crombie, Dona Turner, Megan Meyer 

 Call to Order: 
 Angela Zwald called the meeting to order at 6:15p.m. 

 Opening Prayer: 
 Opening prayer was led by Angela Zwald. 

 Introduction of Guests: 
 Teachers Madeline VerHage, Lauren Crombie, Dona Turner, Megan Meyer 

 Approval of Minutes: 
 Adam White made a motion to approve the February minutes followed by 
 Sara Beecher. All approved. 

 Good News 
 ●  Jennifer Wendorf shared that the bowling party for the boys 

 basketball team was a lot of fun. 
 ●  Adam White shared how neat it is that we are the only elem/middle 

 school marching band in the Archdiocese. 
 ●  Sara Beecher said 14 new volunteers signed up to volunteer at the 

 ministry fair. 
 ●  Dona Turner shared that three students are going to the state 

 Forensics meet. 



 Pastor’s Report - Father Will 

 ●  Father shared he is working through school Lent confessions. This 
 Friday a student will be making her profession of faith at the all 
 school mass. 

 Principal’s Report - Tina Ellefson 

 ●  On Thursday, February 16 we held our Preschool and Kindergarten 
 Round-Up. However due to the weather, we only had two families 
 attend. We are having another Round-up on Thursday, March 16 in 
 hopes of getting more families to attend and register their children 
 for preschool and/or kindergarten. 

 ●  On Monday, February 20 the primary teachers had their annual 
 Family Reading Night. During this evening families are invited to 
 come to school to read with their child, visit the Scholastic Book Fair, 
 sign up to win door prizes, and visit with other families. It is always a 
 great event. 

 ●  On February 28th a couple of 7th grade students presented an idea 
 to me about an 8th grade class trip for them. I told them I would 
 share their presentation with all of you. Please know this is coming 
 from a group of 7th graders and I am not saying that I support this 
 idea, but I wanted to follow through on my word of sharing their 
 presentation with you. 

 ●  On March 1st and 2nd I was a co-chair for the accreditation of St. 
 Joan of Arc School. It was a great experience for me to serve on the 
 accreditation team in this capacity. It will help me better prepare for 
 our upcoming accreditation. I learned a lot of things while on the 
 visit and feel like I have a much better idea of what our visiting team 
 will be looking for when they visit next school year. 

 ○  Something we really need to look at before our accreditation 
 visit next year is our mission statement. Since it does not talk 



 about being Catholic, we will automatically be put at “Level 
 2-Partially Meets Benchmark” 

 ○  I have already asked the teachers to start thinking about our 
 Mission statement and how we can rewrite it. 

 Our Mission:  St. Katharine Drexel School in partnership  with St. Katharine 
 Drexel Parish will nurture faith and provide quality education to the youth 
 in the Beaver Dam area.  We remain inspired by the Holy Spirit to reach out 
 lovingly to others through example, service, and prayer.  In this manner, we 
 will continue our journey as intentional disciples to build God’s kingdom. 

 ●  On March 2nd and 3rd the safety film was installed on all the exterior 
 doors of the school. It looks great! 

 ●  On Wednesday, March 8 Father Justin from Sacred Heart in Horicon, 
 came and spoke with the 6th, 7th and 8th grade students about 
 bullying and leading with integrity. He shared basic information 
 about what bullying is, talked about virtues and the life choices we 
 make. He ended his talk by sharing a story about himself as a kid 
 and how he used to bully his little sister. He did give the students an 
 opportunity to ask questions, but really only the 6th graders asked 
 questions. Overall I felt like the students responded well to his talk 
 with them. 

 ●  A tentative 2023-2024 school calendar was shared at the meeting. 

 Pastoral Council - Liaison update - John Bowser 

 ●  Saint Katharine Drexel Parish Pastoral Council met on March 7th 
 ●  Notes from SAC February meeting were shared with the Council 
 ●  Question was brought up regarding  Glitz  and where  the money goes. 

 I responded that the money contributes to the overall budget, with 
 the add-on of the end of evening auction to collect money for a 
 specific project. 

 ●  The process by which the safety film was ultimately installed was 
 brought up. In particular, was the concern that it was installed 
 without the Building and Grounds Committee being fully involved. 
 There is some di�erence in terms of a recollection of who knew what 



 and when. But it does reinforce that we need to make sure a proper 
 e-paper record exists when a school project initiates from SAC. 

 Finance Council - Liaison update - John Bowser 
 ●  Saint Katharine Drexel Parish Finance Council met on February 21st 
 ●  Budget development was the primary task 
 ●  Current tentative figures for school fundraising items: 

 ○  Football Mania = $12,000 
 ○  Glitz = $50,000 
 ○  SCRIP = $35,000 
 ○  Online Giving (Soles, Day of Giving) = $15,000 
 ○  Fall into Fun = Not entered pending final decision of event’s 

 future 
 ●  Final figures to be approved by SAC 
 ●  Many items yet to be finalized - personnel and insurance being the 

 largest pieces 
 ●  SSD drives added to aging Chromebooks 

 Stewardship Committee - Liaison update - Sara Beecher 

 ●  The Ministry Fair will be held March 11 and 12 after each Mass.  Come 
 enjoy corned beef and hash on Sunday morning (made by Gail 
 Nampel)!  There will also be Tamale's for sale by the Hispanic 
 community after 10:00 and Noon Masses.  New this year is a Kids 
 Corner. Coloring, stickers and an opportunity for parents to see what 
 ministries are available for kids. 

 ●  Quarterly Parish newsletter will be sent out in early April. Tina Steele 
 has agreed to be interviewed for an article regarding the school 
 lunch program. 

 ●  Some emails have been sent around regarding the Mass greeters 
 ministry and trying to get that started. More to come as this 
 develops. 



 Committee Reports 

 Marketing - Alumni 
 No update 

 Long Range Planning - Angela Zwald 
 The committee is working on the mural concept, analyzing the choice 
 program’s impact on the future, and the long term view of the school 
 building and enrollment. The next meeting will be held on March 30th. 

 Fundraising 
 Fundraising will run under the SAC through the end of this school year. 
 SCRIP 
 - Scrip has a table at the ministry fair to try and promote the use of 
 Scrip and to try and gain more volunteers. We already have a great 
 number of volunteers for this ministry. Hoping to focus in on school 
 parents. 
 - Allison mentioned she is looking to move on from the coordinator 
 position. She said there is an opportunity for someone to time share the 
 coordinator position with Kathy Van Den Bogart.  The total amount of 
 time she spends on Scrip each week is 10 hours.  3-4 hours on Monday 
 and Friday going through family folders, filling orders, ordering Scrip, 
 etc. 2 hours on Wed/Thurs, receiving inventory.  It is a big time 
 commitment. 
 - There is a new Scrip "Quick Start" guide which focuses on simply using 
 Scrip for gas and groceries and the impact it could make.  Looking to 
 send this home in the family folder. 

 Home & School Update 
 A survey will be sent out to the teachers about feedback on what their 
 needs are. 
 Fun Run will be May 10th 



 Kayla Larson, Kayla Oleskow, and Abby Klowdowski are currently members 
 of Home & School 

 Band Guild Update 
 https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LOg2hcgueJt1Vc8G1iNp2WJCjWakN 
 6gKPBAYqBXg94k/edit?usp=sharing 

 Safety Update - Mark Roedl 
 No update 

 Unfinished Business 
 ●  MY PARISH MATTERS - Sara and Marybeth attended an engaging 

 session about reaching out to parishioners and making them feel 
 comfortable and part of the parish community. “If your church isn’t 
 crying, it’s dying” was a takeaway phrase that reflects the importance 
 of encouraging our young families to come to mass! 

 ●  Athletics - SAC suggests holding a meeting with coaches and SKDS 
 families at the beginning of the year to develop a plan in regards to 
 volunteer needs. 

 Update from Athletic Director Kayla: 
 -Basketball season ended in February and overall went well. We had 
 some tough competition but were able to play our best and our 
 athletes showed their drive and determination for the sport they love. 
 -We celebrated our 8th grade basketball athletes at our last home 
 game February 17th with an opening prayer, gifts from the athletic 
 department and some warm up music to help our teams get excited 
 to play. This was a great way to begin the game and is something 
 that Kayla would like to have done every game by the 
 athletes/coaches and whenever Father is able to attend! 
 -Concessions was a great addition to our hosting nights of 
 basketball and with some tweaking can be a profitable income from 
 the athletics department. The total for concessions income year was 
 $1170, concessions expenses of $843.87 for a net of $326.13. Some 
 adjustments can be made to the expense number next season to 
 maximize our net in the future. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LOg2hcgueJt1Vc8G1iNp2WJCjWakN6gKPBAYqBXg94k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LOg2hcgueJt1Vc8G1iNp2WJCjWakN6gKPBAYqBXg94k/edit?usp=sharing


 -Kayla has reached out to another league for basketball to be taken 
 into consideration for our next season (if not the following due to 
 application deadlines). She would like to keep our options open in 
 hopes God will provide the best option for our athletes and school! 
 Kayla does not plan on leaving our current league until we have 
 another one in place and pray god guides us on our Athletic 
 Journey! 
 -We have begun looking into new uniforms for our athletics and have 
 come up with some numbers. Our goal is to purchase new uniforms 
 for our boys basketball teams first and eventually our Girls Volleyball 
 teams. A quote has been given for warm up shirts for all athletics 
 that can be added into the overall registration fees, or purchased 
 separately by families. We are still working on the best option for this. 
 Kayla will be meeting with John after spring break to discuss budget 
 details further. 
 -Track is in the works and is set to begin March 28th from 
 4:00pm-5:30pm Tuesdays and Thursdays at the Beaver Dam high 
 school track. We have about 6-7 7th and 8th grade students 
 participating and about 4-5 6th graders who are interested in 
 practice participation.  Most hosting schools do not  allow 6th grade 
 students to participate unless we are in need of numbers to fill our 
 relay teams. Kayla felt that it was still a great experience for 6th 
 graders to practice on a real track this season and have a chance to 
 compete in relays as hosting schools allow. Due to this limitation we 
 are charging a $10.00 registration fee for 6th graders and a $25.00 
 registration fee for 7th and 8th grade. An informational letter was 
 sent to families the week of March 6th. 
 -We have Penny Brisky and Isabel Feyen who have stepped in to help 
 coach and the Drumm Family has shown some interest but has not 
 confirmed yet. Kayla will also step in as necessary! 
 -Once track is up and running Kayla will plan on holding an Athletics 
 meeting for all middle school parents (and current 4th grade 
 families) to attend so that we can address any questions, concerns, 
 or comments from the previous seasons and our athletics future. I 
 am planning on some time in May, but the date is TBD. She would like 
 to discuss things like uniforms, leagues, coaching help, volunteering, 
 and summer open gym possibilities. 



 ●  Fall into Fun! - Update from Sara Beecher - We need to define what 
 type of fundraiser Fall into Fun is and work to involve both the parish 
 and school. A proposal will be going to the Finance Council about 
 how the funds will be divided up for the parish and school. 

 Closing Prayer  : 
 Father Will led us in closing prayer. 

 Adjournment  : 
 Adam White made a motion to adjourn the meeting followed by Jennifer 
 Wendorf. 

 . 


