
From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Dear Parishioners of St. Mary Parishes, 

 
In our society today, we are inundated with numbers: financial statements and budgets, recent studies and 

predictions, rises in applications and declines in attendance.  Numbers fill our minds and lives!  Numbers, 

numbers and more numbers!  

 

In light of that, it is important for us to remember this: People are more than numbers.  Each and every one 

of us is a child of God who deserve dignity, respect, protection and life.  We are individuals whose life-

stories deserve to be heard and whose dreams are valid.   Gathering together for Mass every weekend is a 

wonderful opportunity for us to remember this. Liturgy, by its very nature as communal prayer, reminds us 

that we are in this together; that when one suffers, we all suffer; that when one is absent from the assembly, 

we are incomplete.  

 

As the summer comes to an end, perhaps it is a good time to re-evaluate your commitment to your fellow 

parishioners.  We are all members of the Body of Christ and as such, we share in the benefit and the 

responsibility of that Body.  As Fr. Richard Rohr writes in his book, The Universal Christ, “We must keep 

eating and drinking the Mystery, until one day it dawns on us, in an undefended moment, ‘My God, I really 

am what I eat! I also am the Body of Christ.” 

 

Please make participation at Mass every weekend a priority in your family’s schedule.  If you know of 

members of our parish or other Catholics that have been absent, perhaps it is an opportunity to welcome 

them home.  If there are particular wounds or hurts that need to be addressed or healed first, please 

contact me or someone on staff.  The involvement, generosity, responsibility and commitment of so many 

people are what creates the vibrancy of our parishes. 

 

As your Pastor for the last 6 years it has been a pleasure to serve you, challenge you, lead you 

and be formed by you. 

 

Thank you! 

Fr. Gary 

 

Mission Statement 

We, the parishes of St. 

Mary Help of Christians 

(Briggsville) and St. Mary 

of the Immaculate 

Conception (Portage), in a 

spirit of faith and service  

rooted in the mission of 

Christ as revealed in the 

Gospel, are committed to 

creating welcoming 

communities that actively 

pursue opportunities for 

formation in our Catholic 

faith, spiritual growth and  

outreach to others in need. 

 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
 

St. Mary, Portage 
Saturday, 4:00 pm  

Sunday, 9:30 am & 11:00 

am 

 

St. Mary, Briggsville 

Sunday, 8:00 am 

FALL 2019 

St. Mary Help of Christians, Briggsville 

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception, Portage 

St. Mary of The Immaculate Conception—Portage 

Phone—742-4998 

 

Principal— Jamie Hahn 

jamhahn@stmarysportage.org  

 

Secretary— Cheryl Heimerl  

cheheimerl@stmarysportage.org 

 

St. Mary School Website  

www.stmarysportage.org 

Phone– 742-6998 

Parish Website 

www.stmaryportage.com 

St. Mary, Portage Email 

portage@stmaryotic.org 

 

Pastor— Fr. Gary Krahenbuhl 

garyk@stmaryotic.org 

 

Deacons 

Dennis Sutter 

dsutter@stmaryotic.org 

 

Steve Letourneaux 

sletourneaux@gmail.com 

 

 

Director of Parish 

Administrations 

Lisa Clemmons 

lclemmons@stmaryotic.org 

 

Director of Liturgical Music 

Sam Clemmons 

sclemmons@stmaryotic.org 

 

Director of Faith Formation &  

Youth Ministry— Brenda Collins 

brenda@stmaryotic.org 

 

Finance Manager 

Christine R. Daly  

cdaly@stmaryotic.org 

 

Director of Pastoral Ministry 

Nancy Davis 

ndavis@stmaryotic.org 

 

Parish Nurses 

Jim & Barb Donovan— 981-2289 

 

Cemetery Sexton 

Joe Weber—jweber79@aol.com 

or 608-617-6046 

 

Council Chairs 
Pastoral-Natalie James 608-697-5355 

Finance Rod Gumz— 608-697-3613 

St. Mary Help of Christians—Briggsville 

Phone– 981-2282 

St. Mary, Briggsville Email 

stmaryhofc@maqs.net 

 

Pastoral Minister & Director of Faith 

Formation 

Sr. Anita Henning, CSA 

stmaryhofc@maqs.net 

In Residence: 

Sr. Jovita Winkel, CSA 

jovitawinkel@gmail.com 

 

Bookkeeper— Barbara Poppy, 253-2100 

 

Maintenance— Bob Gauger 

 

Pastoral Council Chair 

Josh Huber — 608-369-3096 

 

Finance Council Chair 

Steffanie Murphy, 608-981-2393 

 

Cemetery Sexton Jim Dinegan, 608-981-2183 

St. Mary School 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiNuZzK1_DVAhWJ1IMKHXMcDjQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpdclipart.com%2Ffall-leaves-clip-art-3_6230%2F&psig=AFQjCNGjO2ppXlYiC1OHaVUT6nXEhOkwkg&ust=1503692055417487


Page 2    

 

Priests for Our Future Capital 
Campaign 

In 2015, the Diocese of Madison promoted a 
capital campaign to establish an endowment 
fund to be used for the education and 
formation of seminarians.  The goal the 
diocese set for St. Mary of the Immaculate 
Conception was $310,000; members pledged 
$466,434!  To date, $378,513.68 has been 
collected.  Once the “goal” amount was 
reached, we receive a percentage of any 
amount donated over that goal.  As of July 31, 
2019, we have received $34,256.84 in 
rebates.  The entire rebated amount has been 
invested in the reserve account for future 
renovation of the church.  Thank you on 
behalf of the seminarians who are in 
formation, who have recently been ordained 
and those who yet await the call to 
priesthood, 

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception – The parish 

was again able to finish the 2018-2019 year with a 

positive net income. Income for the Parish, including 

offertory, Gala, Best Fest, tuition and academic fees, 

non- restricted donations and earnings from the School 

Endowment Fund, was $1,017,196.00. 

 

Our Finance Council deliberates, reviews and 

approves the budget each year. Some expenditures 

can be anticipated, wages for teachers, admin, Pastor 

& other staff ($757,390.00), others necessarily fluctuate 

such as the snow removal ($18,650.00)and utilities 

($29,675.00) last year. However, with the emphasis on 

being good stewards of contributions, we were able to 

keep our operating expenses within overall 

parameters and ended the fiscal year with $48,798.00 

to start our next year with a healthy foundation. 

 

 

St. Mary Help of Christians Parish was able to meet all 

financial obligations this past fiscal year.  Your 

contributions increased just enough to meet the 

increased cost of services and materials within the 

parish budget.  Volunteers provided their time and 

talents for some maintenance of buildings and grounds, 

keeping our costs to a minimum.  Thank you for your 

generosity and sacrifices.  Please prayerfully consider if 

you are able to make an increase in your giving again 

this year so that reserves can be saved for unexpected 

expenses and projects. 

 

Past estates and gifts that are currently invested have 

followed market ups and downs.  The parish leaders and 

parishioners have been good stewards of the resources 

here.  It is anticipated that some  funds will probably 

have to be withdrawn from our investments to complete 

the cost of renovation.  Thank you to all who have 

generously given to the Renovation Fund.  We are 

continuing to pursue other donors to limit the 

withdrawal. 

YEAR END FINANCIAL REPORTS 

Monetary memorials offered in the name of 

your loved ones offer the opportunity to 

extend their stewardship after death and to 

be remembered by their parish family in a 

special way. 
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St. Mary Help of Christians 
 

Parishioners of St. Mary Help of Christian Church in Briggsville are seeing the beginnings of a long-awaited 

renovation.  This project was envisioned over the last two years and is a multi-faceted project including: moving 

the tabernacle from its current location to behind the altar in a newly designed and constructed reredos, and the 

construction of a new altar, ambo and baptismal font.  Structural changes include the removal of the cry room to 

create more seating and a more inviting entrance to the church, and the creation of a devotional chapel to the right 

of the sanctuary, in what was used in recent past as a storage area.  This chapel, and the removal of the current 

reredos behind the altar, will reveal three stained-glass windows that are currently covered.  A cantor/music area 

will be created in the front of the church and the current Blessed Sacrament addition will be converted into a 

gathering/visitation area, and overflow seating.  A ramped access to the sanctuary will also be created.  Kraemer 

Brothers Construction (Plain, WI) was awarded the contract for this project and will work closely with volunteers 

from the parish. 

 

Once complete we will invite Bishop Hying to celebrate the rededication of our church and the consecration of the 

altar. 

 

 

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception 

 
Over the last two years, the Renovation Committee, an ad hoc committee of the Finance Council and the Pastoral 

Council, have been diligently and persistently creating a plan for the renovation of the church.  The last interior 

renovation was completed about 50-years ago, and the last time the footprint of the church was modified in any 

way was 1886.  They have worked closely with River Architects of LaCrosse and, more recently, with Kraemer 

Brothers Construction from Plain, WI.  Over the past two years they have created multiple different models, then 

modified, amended and further tweaked several of them before offering a final plan to the Councils. Last month 

that plan was approved by both the Finance and the Pastoral Councils and the parish Trustees. 

 

The next step in this process will be to develop a financial plan that will allow this dream to become a reality.  

Estimates of this project exceed $7.5 million; currently there is about $2.5 million in reserved accounts.  This 

reserved account is the accumulated total of the generous estate gifts of Arthur P. and Eleanor and Docter, the 

estate of Mary Jane Huber, the estate of Veronica Maloney and about $500,000 from the Foundations for our Future 

capital campaign in which so many of you participated. 

 

The parish has engaged Walsh and Associates (the same firm that helped us in the Foundations for our Future 

campaign) to begin a new capital campaign to secure the rest of the projected cost.  While the specific timeline of 

that endeavor has not yet been determined, it will most likely be initiated this fall with the hope of raising sufficient 

funds to break ground in the spring or early summer of 2020.  Of course, until we have a secure financial plan that 

does not put the parish at financial risk, with sufficient funds on hand, we will not be able to do so.  Both Councils 

and Bishop Hying of the Diocese of Madison will have final approval for both the design and the construction 

process. 

 

There are certainly many challenges we face that reach beyond financial, such as completing construction 

documents, finding a place to worship while under construction, seeking approval by the State of Wisconsin and 

the City of Portage, and approval by the Building Commission of the Diocese of Madison, etc.     

 

We are committed on seeing this project through to completion and look forward to creating this sacred legacy for 

ourselves and for future generations of Catholics, just as our forefathers and mothers did for us.   We are also 

committed to keeping you, as parishioners, informed and involved in this process  

PARISH RENOVATIONS 
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Faith Formation Program - Portage 
 

Potluck Dinner 
The Lifelong Faith Formation 

Program would like to invite 

everyone to join us in celebrating 

another year of learning and growing 

in faith with dinner and fellowship on Wednesday, 

September 11th at 6:00 pm in the St. Mary School 

Gym. 

Sign up on our website: www.stmaryportage.com  

 
ALL are Welcome! 

 
Our Wednesday night programing is for the whole 

family! We have grade specific lesson plans for 

students in grades K-9, presentations for teens and 

adults, and child care for our little ones! Students 

hear the Gospel reading for the upcoming Sunday, 

faith-share with their peers, do activities -all while 

learning about the Catholic Faith. Adults and teens 

learn about the Catholic Faith through a variety of 

presentations and presenters and small group faith 

sharing.  

 
New Families 

If you would like to meet with the Director of Faith 

Formation to learn more about the programs, please 

set up an appointment with Brenda at 

Brenda@stmaryotic.org or 608-742-6998 x217 

LOVE BEGINS HERE MISSION TRIPS 
 
This past summer we sent 9 high school, 8 middle 

school teens, and 4 adults to go and provide service to 

our neighbors in Sun Prairie and Berlin. They joined 

other teens and adults from around the diocese and 

gave 2,444 hours of service to Sun Prairie and 1,452 

hours of service to Berlin! 

The teens brought so much energy and joy to the 

mission field. May they continue to boldly take 

initiative to bring love to our neighbors! Thank you to 

all who volunteered, donated and kept them in prayer 

to make this mission possible. 

 

Adult Lead Missionaries Needed for Next Summer 
We will need 2-3 adults (21 yrs. old or older) to help 

out with each of our trips this summer. We are 

especially interested in partnering with adults who are 

passionate about their Catholic faith, working with 

teens and providing service work. 

 

The number of teens allowed to participate in the mission 

trips is based on the number of adult chaperones that 

volunteer.  Adult volunteers will need to respond by 

November 1 ,2019 so we can register our teens 

accordingly. 

 

There is no cost for chaperones to go, however we do 

rely on the use of vehicles of our chaperones. We will 

pay for all the gas that is used during the trip. Adult are 

expected to spend the night and participate in all the 

service and prayer activities along with the teens. 

Adults that are interested should contact Brenda 

Collins brenda@stmaryotic.org to meet and go over 

expectations and ensure that all Diocesan Safe 

Environment requirements are met. 

 

Here is what some of our past Lead Missionaries have 

said: 

“My teaching teens for 24 years did not prepare me for 

the extraordinary people in that age range that I spent 

my LBH week with. I was delightfully surprised by the 

maturity and caring that my car group showed me and 

their peers.  It was truly a religious experience.” 

Judy Eulberg 

 
In my experience with the Love Begins Here Program I 

could never have imagined what a well-organized and 

orchestrated program it was and what extraordinary 

and outstanding individuals I would meet from the 

Diocesan community. I am truly blessed to have been a 

part of the experience, to have had such great brief 

friendships with fellow parish members, other 

Diocesan members and those we served.  This week 

was truly filled with many, many Holy moments that will 

not be forgotten.” 

Mike Atterberry 

DEAR GOD 

Dear God, please reveal to us your sublime beauty 

That is everywhere, everywhere, everywhere, 

So that we will never again feel frightened. 

My divine love, my love, 

Please let us touch 

Your face. 

WORDS OF POETRY 

 

Words will our days and are ever present as silent 

companions or spoken thoughts.  Words accompany 

our way of life, expressive in some form.  Words en-

tice us, reveal our character and become the frame-

work of our lives.  We use them to forward ideas for 

needed actions, to ponder forthcoming decisions and 

to shape relationships with others and with God.  

God’s words in Scripture bring meaning to our lives 

in the broadest sense.  We listen attentively to the 

messages we hear and read in our faith endeavors.  

Words of poetry are often able to bring our being 

into a time and mode of reflection and stillness.  The 

words become a bond to nature, others and God.  

May the following poetic words find a residence in 

our minds and hearts. 

http://www.stmaryportage.com
mailto:Brenda@stmaryotic.org
mailto:brenda@stmaryotic.org
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Welcome to the 2019-20 school year! 

 

We are excited to be starting another year at St. 
Mary School! Our enrollment has increased 
again this school year, with 165 students in 
grades 4K-8th. A warm welcome to our new 
families and our new staff members: our 
custodian, Mr. Manny, and Mrs. Tollison in After 
School Care. Our teachers are busy getting their 
classrooms ready for the students. 
 

Ms. Hahn and Mr. Schuenemann will continue to 
work together, sharing the administrative duties 
at St. Mary School. Our Principal, Ms. Hahn will 
be overseeing the development efforts of the 
school that include marketing, enrollment 
management, alumni relations, business 
sponsorships, and all other areas of 
advancement for the school. Mr. Schuenemann, 
our Associate Principal, will focus on the day-to-
day operations of the school, as well as Catholic 
identity, curriculum and assessment needs, and 
technology.  
 

St. Mary School continues to thrive because of 
volunteers in the school and on various 
committees. A special thank you to those 
involved in our Home and School Association, 
Marketing Committee, Athletic Association, 
Alumni Committee, and parish and parent 
volunteers in our classrooms and on the 
playground. If you are you interested in 
volunteering, please contact Ms. Hahn at 
jamhahn@stmarysportage.org . 

 

Also, thank you to the many individuals who 
continue to support St. Mary School, especially 
those involved over the summer with our Annual 
Golf Outing Fundraiser, roof renovation project 
and sprucing up the school grounds. It is our 
hope that parents, parishioners, alumni, and 
community members will continue to keep us in 
their prayers as we strive to meet our goals this 
school year, while instilling the Catholic faith in 
the next generation. 

Alumni and Friends of St. Mary! 
 

We will be celebrating our Alumni, 

Friends and Families that support our 

great parish and school on Saturday, 

October 12th at 4 pm Mass followed by 

cocktails and conversation at Neil’s Wine House. 

 

Please join us!  We look forward to our time 

together!  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

Alumni and friends of St. Mary School, please mark 
your calendars and join us for the following events 
throughout the school year. 
 10/12/19  Alumni Weekend: Mass at 4:00pm and 

dinner to follow in the school gym. 
 10/24/19  Grandparents and Specials Friends Day: 

Mass at 8:15am and activities to follow in the 
school gym. 

 12/12/19  All school Christmas Concert in the 
school gym, starting at 6:30pm with students in 4K
-8th grade performing. 

 1/25/20 Annual Spaghetti Dinner in the school 
gym, following the 4:00pm Mass, hosted by the 
Home and School Association, kicking-off Catholic 
Schools Week.   

 4/30/20 & 5/1/20 Art Show and 7th & 8th grade 
musical. The musical will be performed both eve-
nings starting at 7pm.  
5/31/20 8th Grade Graduation at 11:00am in the 
school. 

Wills and Estate Planning 
 

Please consider remembering St. Mary 

of the Immaculate Conception Parish 

or St. Mary Help of Christians Parish in 

your estate planning.  Having been a part of your 

life for many years, leaving a part of your estate to 

the parish is both an honorable and spiritual way to 

remember the past generations who have done the 

same and the generations to come who will continue 

to be educated and worship in our parishes.  

mailto:jamhahn@stmarysportage.org


Page 7 

Mass with Anointing of the Sick 

Tuesday, Oct. 15 at 5:00 

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception Parish 

in collaboration with St. Mary Help of 

Christians Parish will be hosting a Mass with 

Anointing of the Sick on Tuesday, October 

15th at 5:00PM. 

  

What IS Anointing of the Sick? 

The sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is a special gift of the 

Holy Spirit. It is the prayer of Christ and his Church for the 

physical and spiritual health of a person who is ill.  

  

During anointing, the priest calls down the Holy Spirit through 

the laying on of hands and prays these words while anointing 

the individual’s head and hands with the Oil of the Sick: 

“Through this holy anointing may the Lord in his love and 

mercy help you with the grace of the Holy Spirit. May the Lord 

who frees you from sin save you and raise you up.” 

  

 

 

 

Who should receive this sacrament? 

·Those suffering from physical, mental, emotional, or spiritual 

illness 

·Elderly people in a weakened condition 

·Anyone who is about to have surgery 

A common misconception about anointing: 

Anointing of the Sick used to be known as “Extreme Unction” 

or “Last Rights.” However, the Second Vatican Council noted 

that this sacrament should no longer be referred to as such 

because it is intended for all those who are seriously ill or 

weakened.  

We do not reserve this sacrament for those who are at the point 

of death because it is used not only to heal, but to: 

·Unite the sick to the passion of Christ, for his/her own good 

and that of the whole church; 

·Provide strength, peace and courage to endure the sufferings 

of illness or old age; 

·Provide forgiveness of sins to those who were unable to obtain 

it through the sacrament of Reconciliation; 

·Prepare for passing to eternal life. 

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe – Pilgrim Image 

Our Lady of Guadalupe is the Patroness of the Americas.  Many people pray to Our Lady of Guadalupe to intercede for them.  

The people of Mexico in particular and of Mexican descent have a great devotion to “Nuestra Señora.”  St. Mary Help of 

Christians has purchased from the Basilica in Mexico an authentic image of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  It will eventually reside 

in the new devotional chapel in our church.  Until that time she will become a pilgrim image.   

You are invited to have the image in your home for a week or two and to gather with your family and friends to pray before 

the image.  You will be provided with information on the image and prayers. The rosary is wonderful prayer to pray while 

you have the image.  The image is large (44”x28” – half the original size), so if you don’t want to keep it more than a day in 

your house that can be arranged as well. 

Our hope is to have enough parishioners from both parishes who will want Mary as a guest in their 

homes that she will “travel” until her feast day on December 12.  Around her feast we hope to have the 

“enthronement” of the image in the devotional chapel. 

If you are interested in having Mary as a guest in your house, please contact Sister Anita at 981-2282 or 

stmaryhofc@maqs.net . 

 

 

Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe - Imagen de peregrino 

 

Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe es la Patrona de las Américas. Mucha gente reza a Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe para que 

interceda por ellos. La gente de México en particular y de ascendencia mexicana tiene una gran devoción a Nuestra Señora. 

Santa María Auxiliadora ha comprado en la Basílica de México una imagen auténtica de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe. 

Eventualmente residirá en la nueva capilla devocional en nuestra iglesia. Hasta ese momento ella se convertirá en una ima-

gen peregrina. 

 

Usted está invitado a tener la imagen en su hogar durante una o dos semanas y reunirse con su familia y amigos para rezar 

ante la imagen. Se le proporcionará información sobre la imagen y las oraciones. El rosario es una oración maravillosa para 

rezar mientras tienes la imagen. La imagen es grande (44 "x28" – la mitad del tamaño original), por lo que si no desea man-

tenerla más de un día en su casa, también puede organizarla. 

 

Nuestra esperanza es tener suficientes personas de ambas parroquias que quieran a Maria como invitada en sus hogares 

para que ella "viaje" hasta su fiesta el 12 de diciembre. Alrededor de su fiesta esperamos tener la "entronización" de la ima-

gen en el capilla devocional.  

Si está interesado en tener a Nuestra Señora como invitada en su casa, comuníquese con la Hermana Anita al 981-2282 o 

stmaryhofc@maqs.net . 

mailto:stmaryhofc@maqs.net
mailto:stmaryhofc@maqs.net
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RCIA – Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults—An Open 

Invitation 

 
Have you ever thought about inviting someone to our 

Catholic community of faith? Has your spouse, a family 

member, friend or co-worker been drawn to your faith 

or to the way you live your life, and wanted to know 

more? Perhaps they’re searching for what you 

have.  Have you, yourself, ever felt a need to be drawn 

deeper into your faith and relationship with 

Christ?   The Catholic Church has a rich heritage of 

helping people on their journey of faith. 

 

This year we embark on a new opportunity with The 

Journey of Faith sessions.  Here people come into a 

casual open setting to listen to short Journey of Faith 

presentations about different faith related topics. 

These sessions allow those inquiring about their faith 

to learn about Church teaching and doctrine, prayer, 

Scripture, developing a relationship with Christ, and 

topics relevant for today. 

 

Everyone is welcome to come to the Journey of Faith 

presentations on Wednesday nights from 6-7 pm in 

the lower level meeting room of the parish center. You 

can join us anytime throughout the year. Our first 

presentation will be on September 18th and will be on 

Prayer: Uniting our Hearts with God. 

 

For those seeking to join the Catholic Church, the 

RCIA process (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)  is 

built into the Journey of Faith presentations.  You will 

be prepared to receive Sacraments of Initiation as a 

part of this journey.  If you have questions, you can 

contact Brenda Collins at brenda@stmaryotic.org or 

call 742-6998 for more information about setting up 

your individualize steps. 

Do you have questions about life? 

Do you ever wonder why we do what we do as Catholics? 

Have you ever wanted to explore our faith in a little more 

depth? 

Now you can! 

Journey of Faith Presentations will cover a variety of 

topics and be presented by various people. Everyone is 

welcome to attend any of these presentations throughout 

the year on Wednesday nights from 6- 7 pm in the lower 

level meeting room of the parish center beginning Sept. 

18th. Bring a friend! 

 To view all the presentations and dates go to our website 

www.stmaryportage.com or Facebook page: 

@stmaryoftheimmaculateconception. 

 

Prayer: Uniting Our Hearts with God  
Presented by:  Nancy Davis 

Wednesday, September 18th 6:00 -7:00 

pm 

 

What is prayer and how are we supposed to do it? What 

happens when we pray? Prayer is essential to faith. This 

session will help you understand different types of prayer, 

unique ways to pray and how to recognize and overcome 

the challenges to pray. 

 

 

Human Desire and Divine 

Revelation 

Presented by: Elizabeth Hansen  

Wednesday, September 25th 6:00-7:00 

pm 

 

How do we know that God is real? How is God revealed to us? 

How can we be more aware and responsive to God’s initiative? 

God longs to be in relationship with us. Discover what God has 

done to be made known to us and how we are to respond to 

what has been revealed. 

 

HOMEBOUND VISITORS AND COMMUNION 

MINISTRY 

 
Many people in our parish community can no longer 

participate in parish life on a regular basis.  Homebound 

ministers volunteer to bring the care and compassion of 

the parish to members of our community who can no 

longer come to us.  Homebound ministers visit and 

share the news of the parish to help the homebound 

person stay connected. 

Homebound ministers have the privilege of offering 

prayers and the Blessed Sacrament to the homebound.   

 

If you would like more information on how to become a 

homebound minister or arrange for you or a loved one 

to receive Holy Communion at home, apartment or care 

facility, please contact Nancy Davis at 608-742-6998 or 

email ndavis@stmaryotic.org.   

mailto:brenda@stmaryotic.org
http://www.stmaryportage.com
mailto:ndavis@stmaryotic.org
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LITURGICAL ENVIRONMENT 
 

In 2 Chronicles 3:1 Solomon began to build 

the house of the Lord….. 

And part of that process is to adorn the Lord’s 

house as we read on in——- 2 Chronicles 3:14 

He made the curtain out of violet, purple, crimson and white 

fabrics and embroidered on it decorative cherubim… 

 

As a parish family, we can all take part in decorating our 

liturgical environment in different ways, whether you enjoy 

decorating for Christmas, Easter or any other time of the year.  

It is a ministry of prayer, a labor of love and service, a 

blessing and a privilege as it brings others to God through the 

beautiful expression of material creation. 

 

The tasks of planning, organizing and creating the liturgical 

environment are not done without the support of our parish 

family. 

Adorning our church is not just about the material creations.  It 

is also about the hard work that comes with that.  There is no 

thankless task:  making the visual art; climbing ladders, 

ironing; outdoor decorating, sweeping or vacuuming.  These 

are all important parts of the process. 

 

Everyone is appreciated more than you know.  When you 

come to Mass and you see the joy on parish members faces as 

they enter church, in that moment, its wonderful to say to 

yourself, “By God’s grace we did it!” 

 

The key words are “By God’s grace” and “We” 

Those of you who would like to lend your artistic talents or 

have ideas or just want to contribute to the liturgical 

environment are invited to participate. 

 

If you have ideas for the liturgical environment or would like 

to join our decorating team to beautify God’s liturgical 

environment, please feel free to reach out to Lisa Dougherty at 

608-697-5412 or email me at misteral66@gmail.com 

 

A group of women in the parish including 

Kris Jackson, Lovina Tisler, Sally Warren, 

Veronica Kamrath, Jan Andrew,  Nancy 

Fictum, Faye Wielgus, Marlene McMillan, 

Diana LaPointe; Nancy Waldron; Joan 

Jensen; Marcia Dornacker and Elizabeth Hansen have 

begun a Prayer Shawl Ministry with the mission to 

create shawls for people who are ill, dying, homebound 

or simply in need of prayer. These shawls serve not only 

to provide the comfort of warmth, but also a visible sign 

of the care and prayers of fellow parishioners.  If you 

know someone who might appreciate receiving one of 

these shawls please contact the parish office. 

 
The ministry is always looking for more knitters or people 

who like to crochet!  If you are interested in being a part 

of the Prayer Shawl ministry (knitting 

or crocheting prayer shawls) contact Elizabeth Hansen 

at hansene8653@gmail.com or at 608-617-3533. 

Members knit at home, but meet from September through 

May on the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 4:00pm in the 

parish center.  Any shawls completed during the summer 

months may be dropped off at the parish office.  
 
The members of this ministry would also appreciate 

donations of Scrip cards (Walmart, Joann Fabric) or 

monetary donations to offset the cost of the yarn for the 

prayer shawls.  If you'd like to contribute, please contact 

Lisa at the parish office or place your contribution in the 

collection basket and mark it Prayer Shawl donation). 

Holy Days and More! 

 

As Catholics we celebrate our faith primarily on Sundays 

but also with other Solemnities, Feasts and Memorials. 

These days are part of our liturgical calendar, often 

associated with specific calendar dates.  Some of those 

celebrations are so important to our faith story and 

history that they are considered “Days of Obligation,” 

that is, days that we are obligated to gather together at 

Mass.  We recently celebrated one of those days, the 
Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary on August 15th. 

 

In November, there are two celebrations at the very 
beginning of the month: The Solemnity of All Saints on 

Friday, November 1, (an “obligatory” feast) when we 

honor and remember all the un-named saints, holy men 

and women who courageously lived their faith on 
earth.  The other is the Commemoration of All the 

Faithful Departed, commonly known as the Feast of All 

Souls (November 2) when we devoutly remember all 

our beloved who have died.  This year that Feast will be 

celebrated at St. Mary Help of Christians Church at 

11:00AM.  Traditionally, as we have in the past, we will 

call off the names of all from our two parishes that have 

died over the past year. 

 
December 8 is the Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception (the patron of our parish in Portage).  It, too, 

is generally a day we are obligated to go to Mass.  But 

since the 8th of December falls on a Sunday in Advent, 

the Solemnity is transferred to Monday, December 9, but 

the obligation to attend Mass does not “transfer.” 

Therefore, we will only schedule one Mass that morning 

at 8:15 at St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception 
Church.  Christmas, or the Solemnity of the Nativity of 

Jesus Christ, and the Solemnity of the Holy Family on 

the following Sunday are, of course, the final Solemnities 
of our Calendar Year, followed by the Solemnity of 

Mary, Mother of God on January 1. 
 

THE RESULT OF PRAYER 
The result of prayer is life. 

Prayer irrigates the  

Earth and  

Heart. 

mailto:hansene8653@gmail.com


Members of the St. Mary, 

Portage Pastoral Council 

include: 

 

Dennis Harkins (Trustee) 

Natalie James (Chair) 

Maribeth Dorn, 

Gerard Edwards 

Anastasia Kinney 

Ryan McReath 

Sue Riley 

Robin Ruhland 

Connie Shlimovitz 

Greg Strickland 

Lisa Walker 

Kristin Vorpahl 

 

Members of the St. Mary, 

Briggsville Pastoral 

Council include: 
 

Ginny Joyce (Trustee) 

Josh Huber (Chair) 

Sandy Braun 

Fritz Hammer 

Kim Musiedlak 

Tammy Schwantz 

Cary Stage 

 

 

Members of the St. Mary, 

Portage  Finance Council 

include: 

 

Marty Gavinski (Trustee) 

Rod Gumz (Chair) 

Steven Benck 

Dan Mael 

Karen Manske 

Dennis Nachreiner 

Peg Napralla 

Chad Stevenson 

 

 

Members of the St. Mary, 

Briggsville Finance 

Council include: 

 

Todd Braun (Trustee) 

Steffanie Murphy (Chair) 

Craig Hilliard 

Ken Huber 

Teresa Romain 

 

PASTORAL COUNCILS 

 
The Pastoral Council is the primary representative and 

consultative voice of the parishioners of both parishes in 

dialog and cooperation with the pastor and staff of each 

parish to promote a vibrant and faith-filled parish life.   

 

FINANCE COUNCILS 
 

The Finance Council assists the pastor in his 

decisions concerning financial matters that affect 

the life and pastoral activity of the parish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 

 
Philippians 4:6-7 Do not be anxious about anything 

but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 

God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

We are starting a prayer chain ministry.  Do you 

remember the old telephone trees?  One person would 

call another person.  A prayer chain is an electronic 

way of contacting people who will individually offer up 

intercessory prayer for those in in need.  So many of us 

have situations arise that only prayer can help.  God 

hears and answers prayers.  This is a way of amplifying 

the power of prayer and drawing us closer as a church 

family.  

 

There are two ways to participate in this ministry: 

 

Become a prayer intercessor.   You will pray every 
day for specific prayer requests.   You will be 

contacted when a prayer request comes in.  The chain 

will filter through the prayer team.  Each person will 

only have to contact one or two others to ask them to 

join in prayer. 

 

Call or email a prayer request.  If you are in need of 
prayers, please call Nancy at 742-6998 or email at 

ndavis@stmaryotic.org 

You can also submit prayer requests on the parish 

website, www.stmaryportage.com under Pastoral & 

Spiritual Care.   

Please be specific in your request and keep us updated 

as to the outcome.  Your request will remain with the 

prayer chain for one week, unless we hear from you 

that more prayers are needed.  We are happy to keep 

you on the prayer list as long as needed.  Your 

requests will be kept confidential.  When you call or 

email, please let me know if you are also in need of 

receiving Holy Communion or would like a visit.   

You are encouraged to share answered prayers along 

with the miracles that have happened due to the power 

of prayer.   

If you are interested in participating in the prayer 

chain ministry, please contact Nancy Davis. 

Thanks to all who have worked so 

diligently to keep up the flower 

beds, lawns and shrubs over the 

summer. 

mailto:ndavis@stmaryotic.org
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We would like to introduce you to our parish staff with their 
expanded roles in the parish.  We also welcome three new 
people to our parish staff family. 
 
 
Fr. Gary – Fr. Gary Krahenbuhl begins his seventh year as 

Pastor of both parishes and his thirty-sixth year as a priest in 

the Diocese of Madison.  He also serves Divine Savior Hospital/

Tivoli and CCI (the state prison located in Portage) for 

sacramental and priestly needs.  Grateful for the support of 

both parishioners and staff, he hopes to continue in this role for 

a “long time!” 

 

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception Staff 

 

Lisa Clemmons -  Lisa, the Director of Parish Administrations, 

expanded her role in February of 2017 to include primary 

administrative assistant for Fr. Gary, overseeing the Scrip 

program, preparing weekly bulletins and other parish 

publications, maintain historical and social files for the parish, 

coordinate the FOCCUS program for Marriage Preparation, 

maintain cemetery records (with the sexton), prepare bulk 

mailings, oversee Mass Stipend and Clergy Relief accounts and 

will oversee the volunteers at weekend liturgies.  She will 

continue to be responsible for all her duties as facility and 

events coordinator and Virtus coordinator. 

 

Samuel Clemmons—Sam has assumed the role of Director of 

Liturgical Music.  Sam, familiar to our parishes as an 

accompanist, will take the lead role in all areas of Liturgical 

Music as he completes his final year of study at UW Eau-Claire 

in Music Education. 

 

Brenda Collins – Brenda will continue to lead the Faith 

Formation Program for all ages, including sacramental 

preparations and faith formation classes for elementary and 

high school students. Brenda has expanded her role to include 

most adult faith formation programs including leader of the 

RCIA process.  She is the website and Facebook administrator 

for both parishes.  She also provides year-round youth ministry 

opportunities and coordinates Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

(CLOW) on Sundays for our youngest members of the parish at 

9:30 Masses. 

 

 

Christine Daly – Chris will continue to serve as the Director of 

Finance, maintaining cash flow and all financial records; 

compile diocesan reports; maintain all employment 

documentation and guiding the staff in the budgeting process. 

 

Nancy Davis—Nancy Davis joined the parish staff in 2018 as a 

receptionist for the parish office.  Nancy has now assumed the 

role of Director of Pastoral Ministry while continuing her role as 

parish receptionist.  In her new role, she schedules regular 

visits to area nursing homes and care facilities, as well as 

individuals that are homebound because of age or health 

reasons and oversees other pastoral duties in the parish. 

 

Lisa Dougherty—Lisa will assume responsibility for liturgical 

environment at St. Mary, Portage. 

 

Darrel Germain  – Darrel has transitioned from school 

custodian to a part-time role as parish center custodian and 

groundskeeper 

 

Steve Letourneaux—Steve has served as an ordained deacon 

for the church since 2005 and has been a deacon in our parish 

since 2016.  He assists as a volunteer in many areas of our 

parish life. 

 

Rudy Ringelstetter—Rudy serves as primary custodian and 

maintenance staff for the church.  He also works on many small 

projects throughout the St. Mary, Portage campus as needed. 

 

Dennis Sutter – Dennis, an ordained deacon for the Church, 

ministers at the Columbia County Jail, CCI State Prison and the 

Oxford Federal Prison, giving hope, guidance, and spiritual 

support to the inmates at all of these institutions.  In the parish. 

 

Jeri Sutter—Jeri, a familiar face in our parish, will oversee the 

Resurrection Choir 

 

 

St. Mary Help of Christians Staff 

 

Sr. Anita Henning, CSA 

Sister Anita returned to St. Mary, Briggsville in 2018 and 

assumed the role of Pastoral Minister with the retirement of Sr. 

Jovita.  On July 1, 2019 Sr. Anita will also be the director of Faith 

Formation at St. Mary, Briggsville and continues to coordinate 

Hispanic Ministry. 

 

 

 

Sr. Jovita Winkel, CSA – Sr. Jovita is now in active retirement 

and is “in residence” at St. Mary, Briggsville.  She is still an 

integral part of the St. Mary staff. 

Electronic Giving 

 
Do you want to eliminate writing checks?  Do you want to 

support your parish even when you’re away? 

 

The answer is electronic giving.  We encourage you to take 

advantage of ACH Direct Deposit or On line donating for your 

regular contributions to the parish.  If you are away on a 

regular or seasonal basis, or simply as a convenience, these 

methods allow you to offer your donation to the parish on a 

regular basis without having to write a check.  You will 

continue to receive envelopes for special collections, diocesan 

and national collections etc.  We also encourage you to use 

your weekly envelope at Mass as a symbol of your 

stewardship.  If you have any questions about or wish to set up 

electronic giving, please contact Christine Daly at the parish 

office, 608.742.6998. 



MUSIC MINISTRIES AT ST. MARY PARISHES 
 
Music is often referred to as the common language of the 

world, and the use of music in the Mass parallels this idea. 

Music plays an integral role in the holistic celebration of the 

Mass and is used to praise God as another medium of 

expression. In this, participating in music throughout the 

Mass is much like a communal prayer that one might use to 

glorify God. The setting of specific texts to music provides a 

cohesive structure for the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy 

of the Eucharist to be joined in one communion. We seek to 

use music as a bridge between the two which encourages the 

participation of all members of the congregation in the active 

celebration of the Lord. 

 

Aside from planning liturgical music and coordinating 

liturgical musicians, it is my goal to afford everyone the 

opportunity to become active participants in the music 

liturgy of the Mass.  Music is a gift that has been granted, by 

the grace of God, to all those who hear His call and should be 

used as such.  Music ministry is a place where those from all 

backgrounds may join and glorify God in one communal 

voice. The communal nature of music means that this 

opportunity to praise God should never be revoked or 

suppressed but embraced and encouraged. Romans 15:7 

states, “Welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, 

for the glory of God.” Inclusivity of all in music is my number 

one goal. 

 

Do you find yourself singing the Recessional Hymn after you 

leave Mass? Have you been tapping your toes to the 

Gathering Song? Are you looking to get more involved in 

your faith community? Then Music Ministry may be for you! 

 

Both parishes are continuously looking for excited and 

qualified individuals who have a passion for music and 

liturgy. There is an opportunity for anyone who wants to 

participate in music to get involved with our program. 

Whether that be as a psalmist, a song leader, a pianist or 

another instrumentalist or a choir member—there is an 

opportunity that is perfect for you. 

 

There are varying degrees of music ministry in which a 

person may become involved at our parishes. These range 

from being a cantor or musician, who help guide the 

congregation through the music of the Mass, to a member of 

a choir, who seeks to commune with others who share a 

passion for music, or as a member of the congregation, who 

actively participates in singing of hymns and parts of the 

Mass as a member in the church of Christ.  

 

If you are interested in becoming more active in the music 

ministry at St. Mary OTIC or St. Mary HOC, or want more 

information, please reach out at 

sclemmons@stmaryotic.org or 608-566-5552 

 

There is a place for all in music ministry and I sincerely hope 

that you will join me in creating a faith community that 

supports the active inclusivity of all in regards to music 

ministry.  

 

Samuel Clemmons 

Director of Liturgical Music 

St. Mary, Portage 

Greeter Ministry 
 

Thank you to the 

individuals and families who have 

signed up for our greeter ministry.  

We are always ready to welcome 

more volunteers to this ministry 

 

Guidelines for Greeters 

Arrive 20-25 minutes before Mass and 

welcome others as they come to the 

doors.  A welcoming greeting is a 

hallmark for a hospitable parish 

family. 

 

If you are interested in joining this fun 

ministry, please contact Karen 

Zepecki  at kazepecki@gmail.com or 

608-742-7686 or Chris Wheeler at 

cawhee52@gmail.com or 608-742-

4967. 

Celebration at St. Mary Help of Christians 
 
August 11, was a joyful occasion at St. Mary 

Help of Christians in Briggsville.  It was the 

feast day of St. Philomena and the parish brat 

picnic.  The day’s events provided an 

opportunity for true community. 

 

People started to arrive early, praying in church and in front of the shrine of St. 

Philomena.  Visitors came from all over. One visitor drove in from North Dakota.  At 

10:30 AM the group gathered.  The focus was on St. Philomena whom they all love.  

There were special prayers to her, a procession with young girls carrying flowers 

to place in the shrine before the beloved saint.  Finally St. Philomena was crowned 

with a lovely crown made especially for her and full of symbolism of her life and 

death. 

 

Our usual 8:00 AM Mass had been changed to 11:00 AM.  The parish and visitors 

gathered in church to celebrate the Eucharistic Liturgy.  Music and prayer rose in 

praise and thanks to our God. 

 

Following these two celebrations was the brat picnic.  Picnic tables had been 

placed on the lawn.  Some people brought lawn chairs.  Everyone brought a dish to 

pass.  Brats and hotdogs were provided.  The serving tables were loaded with tasty 

food.  When the food was gone and everyone was feeling satisfied, people stayed 

on the visit with friends old and new.   With the cooperation of the weather and the 

camaraderie of a Catholic community, it was a day that gave glory to God and 

celebrated a saint and a community. 
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