
  

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

This newsletter is being sent to all registered parishioners and with it, I offer my greetings 

and commitment of prayer for each of you.  As we are about to begin the Lenten season in 

preparation for Easter, I offer those prayers specifically in these two ways: 

 

First, I pray in a special way for those of you who no longer join us at the weekend liturgies.  

You are missed.  Every time you are absent we are incomplete; every time you choose not to 

gather at Mass the Church is not at its best.  I pray that you might find your way “home” on 

a regular basis so that you might come to know the comfort and the strength gained when 

you gather in prayer with the rest of your parish family. 

 

If there is something specific that has led you away, offended you or hurt you, please give 

me the opportunity to express an apology, personally or on behalf of the Church.  If there is 

something for which you need to be forgiven, something that weighs heavy on your heart or 

mind that might be keeping you away, please give the Church a chance to help you heal, to 

know you are forgiven, to trust that God’s mercy is bigger and more powerful than any sin. 

 

Second, if you do regularly attend and have found a good spiritual home in the parish, 

please spread the word.  We cannot be truly Church when some still feel alienated or lost or 

forgotten.  We cannot be truly Church until those who were once were part of our parish 

family are welcomed back.  We cannot be truly Church until those who have been absent 

find their way home.  Please, if you know of anyone who would fill this description, I pray 

that you will find the words to invite them to come home.  

 

I wish you a blessed Lent and Easter! 

 

Mission 

Statement 

 
We, the parishes of St. 
Mary Help of Christians 

(Briggsville) and St. Mary 
of the Immaculate 

Conception (Portage), in 
a spirit of faith and 

service rooted in the 
mission of Christ as 

revealed in the Gospel, 
are committed to 

creating welcoming 
communities that 

actively pursue 
opportunities for 

formation in our Catholic 
faith, spiritual growth 

and outreach to others 
in need. 
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The Catholic Church We Love 
 
Catholicism is always being transformed.  The face of the 

U.S. Catholic has changed during our country’s history.  In 

the 19th and 20th century millions of European immigrants 

entered this county, many coming from Catholic 

countries.  They brought their customs, devotions and 

languages.  The unifying force was that all those already 

here and those recently arrived loved their Catholic faith. 

This same transformation is happening today.  The new 

faces of Catholicism are now coming from the southern 

hemisphere.  What I share in this article is based on an 

article (American Magazine Nov. 2017) and a class I took 

from Hosffman Ospino.  I believe it sheds light on the 

Catholic church today, the church we love. 

 

Although many people have chosen to leave the Catholic 

church, the church membership continues to grow in the 

U.S.  1965 – 48.5 million Catholics;  2015 – 75 million  

Hispanics account for 71% of the growth.  The European 

Catholics settled in the Northeast and Midwest. 

 

 

 

 

In the early part of this century a shift occurred and the 

majority of the Catholics now live in the South and West.  

This is due mainly to the Hispanic and Asian populations.  

Two-thirds of Hispanic Catholics were born in the United 

States.  (Remember that Hispanics are the oldest Catholic 

group in this country.)  About 60% of the Catholics under 

age 18 are Hispanic.  Although most of this group speak 

English and embrace the U.S. culture they are strongly 

influenced by the Spanish language and the faith passed 

on from the Hispanic community. 

 

All of this information has an impact on our parishes.  The 

future look of the Catholic Church in the U.S. is multi-

ethnic, with a strong emphasis on the Hispanic 

community.  How welcoming are we?  How do we 

approach our ministries?  How willing are we to make 

changes so as to incorporate the faith practices of others?  

How willing are we to learn about another person’s 

outlook on life and faith?  What is possible in this Catholic 

Church that we all love? 
 

Sr. Anita Henning, CSA 

“Rejoice and be Glad!” 
 

These words from the Gospel of Matthew 

translate, in Latin, to Gaudete Et Exsultate – the 

name Pope Francis chose for the Apostolic 

Exhortation he released in Rome on March 19, 

2018.    An Apostolic Exhortation is a formal 

instruction issued by a pope to a community, 

urging some specific activity.  Pope Francis wrote 

this letter, on The Call to Holiness in Today’s 

World, to each of us as members of Christ’s body, 

the Church. 

 

He begins his letter with these words….   

“The Lord asks everything of us, and in return he 
offers us true life, the happiness for which we were 
created. He wants us to be saints and not to settle 
for a bland and mediocre existence.”  
The idea that we are called to be holy – to be saints 

– can sometimes feel daunting, overwhelming and 

even downright scary.   In response, Pope Francis 

reassures us, saying… 

 

“Do not be afraid of holiness.  It will take away 
none of your energy, vitality or joy.  On the 
contrary, you will become what the Father had in 
mind when he created you, and you will be faithful 
to your deepest self.”  
 

So what does it mean to be holy?  Bottom line, 

Pope Francis says it means to be loving toward 

others, toward creation, and to ourselves because 

that is what God asks of us.  He writes… 

“To be holy does not require being a bishop, a 
priest or a religious. We are frequently tempted to 

think that holiness is only for those who can 
withdraw from ordinary affairs to spend much 
time in prayer. That is not the case. We are all 
called to be holy by living our lives with love and 
by bearing witness in everything we do, wherever 
we find ourselves.  
 

He continues, encouraging us further to respond to 

our unique call to holiness when he writes...  

“We should not grow discouraged before examples 
of holiness that appear unattainable. There are 
some testimonies that may prove helpful and 
inspiring, but that we are not meant to copy,  for 
that could even lead us astray from the one 
specific path that the Lord has in mind for us. The 
important thing is that each believer discern his or 
her own path, that they bring out the very best of 
themselves, the most personal gifts that God has 
placed in their hearts, rather than hopelessly 
trying to imitate something not meant for them.” 
 

Each of us, by our baptism, is called to 

holiness.  And in today’s world, with so much 

conflict, polarization, and fear, Pope Francis’ 

words both invite and show us the way to become 

more holy so that, through our lives, we can be 

LIGHT in a dark world.  The Light of God, shining 

through each of us, can dispel the darkness. 

 

This Lent, consider prayerfully reading all or part 

of this document and let it enlighten and 

encourage you to respond to God’s call to holiness.  
You can download a copy of it online at: http://bit.ly/

RejoiceBeGlad-PopeFrancis 

 
Teresa Romain 

http://bit.ly/RejoiceBeGlad-PopeFrancis
http://bit.ly/RejoiceBeGlad-PopeFrancis
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Ashes will be  

distributed at all  

Services on  

Wednesday, March 6. 

7:am—Scripture Service—St. Mary Portage 

10:00 am– Tivoli at Divine Savior Healthcare 
2805 Hunters Trail, Portage, WI 53901  

12:00 pm— St. Mary, Portage 

5:30 pm— St. Mary, Portage 

7:00 pm— St. Mary, Briggsville 

Stations of the Cross &  

Reconciliation  
 

Stations of the Cross  
Tivoli at Divine Savior Healthcare 

2805 Hunters Trail, Portage, WI 53901  
Fridays, 10:00 am 
(March 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th; April 5th, 12th)  
 

St. Mary, Portage 

Wednesday, 5:15 pm 
(March 13th, 20th, 27th; April 3) 
 

St. Mary, Briggsville 
Wednesday 
March 13, 20, 27— 7:00 pm 
 

Shadow Stations of the Cross 
St. Mary, Portage 

Wednesday, April 10— 6:00 pm 

 

As we reflect upon each station of the Passion of 
Our Lord, we also endeavor to see our own lives 
reflected, and remember how Jesus our Lord is 
with us.  Please join us in this special tradition 
presented by our St. Mary, Portage Faith For-
mation & school students in grades 3-12. 
 

Individual Reconciliation 

(Confession)  

St. Mary, Portage 
Saturdays, 9:00– 10:00 am 
(March 9– April 13) 
 

St. Mary, Portage 
Tuesday, April 2 from 4:00-5:00 pm 
Friday, April 5 from 12:30-2:00 pm 
 

Communal Penance Service  
Sacred Heart, Reedsburg  
Wednesday, March 13—  7:00 pm 
 

St. Joseph, Baraboo 
Thursday, March 20— 7:00 pm 
 
St. Mary, Portage 
Wednesday, April 3—6:00 pm 
 
St. Cecelia, Wisconsin Dells 
Wednesday, April 10— 5:30 & 7:00 pm 

Holy Week Schedule 
 
 
 
 

Passion (Palm) Sunday, April 14th 
St. Mary, Portage— 4:00 pm 
St. Mary, Briggsville— 8:00 am 
St. Mary, Portage— 9:30 & 11:00 am 
 

Holy Thursday, April 18th 
St. Mary, Portage—7:00 pm 
 

Good Friday, April 19th 
St. Mary, Briggsville— 12:00 pm 
St. Mary, Portage— 2:00 pm 
St. Mary, Portage— 7:00 pm (Tenebrae Service) 
 

Holy Saturday, April 20th 
St. Mary, Portage 
Blessing of Easter Baskets— 11:00 am 
Easter Vigil Service— 8:00 pm 
 

Easter Sunday, April 21th 
St. Mary, Briggsville—7:50 am (please note early start 
time) 
St. Mary, Portage—9:30 & 11:00 am 
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Lenten Reflection for Women 

 

Take some time to pray and reflect in a new and 

creative way during this upcoming Lenten 

season.  St. Mary, Portage will be hosting a book 

club for women.  We will read and discuss Walk 
in Her Sandals, edited by Catholic author and 

speaker Kelly M. Wahlquist.  Walk in Her 
Sandals moves us deeper into relationship with 

Jesus by helping us relate to him through six 

universal gifts of women, presented through the 

eyes of women in the gospels.  The book guides 

us on a prayerful and creative journey through 

the days of Holy Week, Easter and Pentecost. 

 

We will meet in Portage on 

Tuesdays, after Mass, from 

5:35 to 6:35 in the lower 

level of the parish center 

beginning on Tuesday, 

March 5th and running 

through Tuesday, April 9th.  

Cost for the books will be 

$12-$13.  To register or for 

questions, please contact 

the parish office at 742-6998, 

Jeri Sutter at 742-2647 or 

Melody Brooks-Taylor at 

742-6082. 

In order for us to have enough materials on hand 

please register no later than Monday, February 

25th. 

Dear Friends, 

 

Lent is approaching and we, your fellow 

parishioners, would like to invite you to an 

evening to reconnect with your family of faith.  

On February 27, we will gather for a short 

prayer service and then gather outside to burn 

the palms from last year’s Palm Sunday.  These 

ashes will be used on Ash Wednesday (March 6). 

 

Lent is a time of renewal, reconciliation and 

healing.  Won’t you please join us and reconnect 

with your family of faith? 

 

Wednesday, February 27, 2019  

 

Prayer Service @ 6:00 pm 

Burning of the Palms @ 6:30 pm 

Social Gathering in Rectory @ 7:00 pm 
 

RSVP to Lisa at St. Mary’s Parish Office (742-

6998) by February 25 

A word of gratitude to all of you 

who contributed (or are 

currently contributing) to the 

Diocesan Priests for Our 

Future: the Church is 
Alive! capital campaign.  St. Mary of the 

Immaculate Conception Parish has already 

received $31,224 in rebate because we exceeded 

our target goal set by the diocese.  

“Extending an Olive Branch” 

 
Meaning:  hand of friendship, 

peace offering, a gesture of 

reconciliation 

Chili Cook-Off 
 

There’s nothing like a yummy bowl of chili, a 

piece of homemade pie and gathering with 

friends, old and new, to warm your spirits in the 

midst of winter.   

 

Mark Your Calendars for the 5th Annual Chili 

Cook-Off PLUS Pie-Baking Contest in Briggsville! 

 

This annual event will be held at St. Mary Help of 

Christians Parish, Saturday, March 2nd from 4:00 

to 7:00 p.m. 

 

(And just in case you don’t 

like chili, know that we’ll 

have a crockpot of 

homemade chicken noodle 

soup for you to eat!) 
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Couples Night Out  

April 6, 2019 
 

We invite you to take the opportunity this Lenten season to nurture your marriage/

relationship. This is not couples therapy or couples education. It is an opportunity for 

couples to take a “night out” for yourselves, a time to grow in your relationship, a 

time to reconnect with each other in a way that your many obligations of life don’t 

often allow.  

 

Couples will be welcomed to come to the 4:00 pm Mass at St. Mary, Portage and then, after Mass, gather at 
the rectory for “social time”. After a short Happy Hour, followed by a brief discussion and reflection, couples 

will be invited to go out on a date. (Remember what that is?) 
We’ll offer you some questions for your conversation based upon the presentation. 

 

Though not necessary, your RSVP would be helpful in planning.  Please call the parish office at 742-6998 
 

Mass with Anointing of the 

Sick: 

 
When Jesus walked the earth, one 

of his most frequent ways of 

proclaiming the arrival of the 

kingdom of God was through acts of 

healing. Come and experience 

healing grace, anointing oil, 

forgiveness, and peace. 

 

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception Parish in 

collaboration with St. Mary Help of Christians Parish 

will be hosting a Mass with Anointing of the Sick on 

Tuesday, March 26th at 5:00PM. 

 

What IS Anointing of the Sick? 

The sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is a special 

gift of the Holy Spirit. It is the prayer of Christ and 

his Church for the physical and spiritual health of a 

person who is ill.  

  

During anointing, the priest calls down the Holy 

Spirit through the laying on of hands and prays these 

words while anointing the individual’s head and 

hands with the Oil of the Sick: “Through this holy 

anointing, may the Lord in his love and mercy help 

you with the grace of the Holy Spirit. May the Lord 

who frees you from sin save you and raise you up.” 

  

Who should receive this sacrament? 

·Those suffering from physical, mental, emotional or 

spiritual illness 

·Elderly people in a weakened condition 

·Anyone who is about to have surgery 

 

 

 

 

 A common misconception about anointing: 

Anointing of the Sick used to be known as “Extreme 
Unction” or “Last Rights.” However, the Second 
Vatican Council noted that this sacrament should no 
longer be referred to as such because it is intended 
for all those who are seriously ill or weakened by 
age.  
  

We do not reserve this sacrament for those who are 

at the point of death because it is used not only to 

heal, but to: 

 Unite the sick to the passion of Christ, for his/her 

own good and that of the whole church 

 Provide strength, peace, and courage to endure 

the sufferings of illness or old age 

 Provide forgiveness of sins to those who were 

unable to obtain it through the sacrament of 

Reconciliation 

 Prepare for passing to eternal life. 

 
(Some information borrowed from “Understanding the 

Sacraments: Anointing” by Lawrence E. Mick ~ Liturgical 

Press) 

  

We are told in James 5:13-16 

 

“Is anyone among you suffering? He should 
pray. Is anyone in good spirits? He should sing 
praise. Is anyone among you sick? He should 
summon the presbyters of the church, and they 
should pray over him and anoint him with oil in 
the name of the Lord, and the prayer of faith will 
save the sick person, and the Lord will raise him 
up. If he has committed any sins, he will be 
forgiven.  
  

Please join us for this Mass and receive the gifts of 

strength, peace, and courage. 
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A Special Invitation to all People 

with Disabilities, Shut-ins, the 

Elderly and Their Caregivers. 
 

St. Mary, Portage will be celebrating a 

Mass for the cognitive and physically disable and 

their parents, caregivers and guardians.   

 

The celebration will be on April 28 at the 4:00 Mass.  

People of all faiths are invited and welcome.  There 

will be a dinner to follow in the school cafeteria. 

Reservations for the dinner are required.  We would 

request that the caregivers, parents and guardians 

attend the dinner in order to assist those they care 

for. 

 

We are looking forward to a wonderful celebration 

filled with community, food and fun. 

 

Please contact Anne Zydowsky, 608-742-4912 or 

Karen Zepecki, 608-742-7686; 

kazepecki@gmail.com with questions. 

 

The parish office will start taking dinner 

reservations around April 1, 2019. 

 

Look for more information in the weekly bulletins. 

Signs and Symbols of the Liturgy 
 

Experience their power, Reflect on their meaning. 

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception Parish and St. 

Mary Help of Christians Parish will be co-hosting an 

event entitled Signs and Symbols of the Liturgy: An 
Experience of Ritual and Catechesis on Saturday, May 

11, 2019 at 1:30PM at St. Mary, Portage. 

 

Catholic liturgy is a rich language composed of music, 

words, silence, objects, natural elements, movements, 

postures, gestures, and ritual actions. Each of these 

elements serves to open our hearts, minds, and bodies 

to the presence of God, allowing us to participate deep-

ly in the mystery we celebrate.  

 

Join other members of our community as we explore 

the signs and symbols of the liturgy in prayerful, par-

ticipative reflection, recognizing the role of the human 

senses in our liturgical prayer. Through poetry, music, 

movement and interaction with the symbols of the lit-

urgy, we will discover the connections between Mass 

and our daily lives. 

 

This event is open to all, however, some of the poetic 
language may make it difficult for some younger chil-
dren to understand. We are currently working on an 
adaptation that will be more child-friendly that we 
hope to present next fall. 

 

Seeking God 

 

RCIA – Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults 
 

 

 
Whether we realize it or not, seeking God is something 

each of us does every day. In our rest, rising, daily routine, 

interactions, work, play and rest all in the presence of God. 

Remember, “We are in the Holy Presence of God,” always. 

 

We have five people interested in joining or Catholic faith 

community and to do so they journey through the RCIA 

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) process. They begin 

as either a “candidate”, having been baptized in another 

Christian church or a “catechumen” having never been 

baptized. 

 

For some of them, their faith journey began being 

influenced by family or friends and their interest in the 

Catholic faith may have been inspired by their spouse, 

fiancé, grandma, grandpa, or close friend(s).  

 

 

 

 

 

In October we began meeting weekly, seeing God through 

the eyes of our Catholic faith, discussing the topic of the 

week ranging in scope from saints, sinners, morality, 

marriage, Holy Orders, purgatory, social teachings, 

sexuality, reconciliation and eternal life, etc. … 

 

Their questions are many and varied. Like all of us they’re 

seeking God’s love in a community that’s continually 

seeking God. As we all are, they too are looking for a place 

to feel welcomed and a place to call home. 

 

In a few weeks, March 10th, these Candidates and 

Catechumens will participate in the Rite of Sending from 

our parish. They’ll then travel to St. John the Baptist Parish 

in Waunakee to participate in the Rite of Election. There, 

they will be welcomed by a representative of the diocese as 

they enter the next phase in their preparation of entering 

into full communion with the Church.  

 

At the Easter Vigil on April 20th, they’ll receive the 

Sacraments of Initiation, Baptism, (if they are not 

baptized), Confirmation and Holy Communion and joyfully 

be received into full communion with the Catholic Church.  

 

Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers as they 

continue their journey of faith.  Please join us for these 

special celebrations. 

 
Deacon Dennis and the RCIA Team 
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Notable Catholic 

Periodicals and Websites 
 
The Catholic Herald is the official 

newspaper of the Diocese of Madison. 

It includes news from around the 

diocese, feature articles, bi-weekly 

children’s page, articles for families, 

reflections on Sunday readings, and 

more.  $22.00/year  

www.madisoncatholicherald.org 

 

Use the form on the back page of this 

newsletter to subscribe to the paper 

copy, on-line edition or both.    

 
St. Anthony Messenger is always 

current, beautifully illustrated, and 

right on target with the topics 

Catholics want and need to know more 

about. Each issue provides a blend of 

contemporary spirituality, news, and 

practical articles on church life and 

teaching.  

 

St. Anthony Messenger  

PO BOX 189 • Congers NY 

10920  $10.00/year    (13) issues  

www.franciscanmedia.org  

  

 
 
 
 

U. S. Catholic is a very popular 

magazine that offers refreshing, 

thought provoking  

commentary on topics that affect 

Catholic life as it is lived in the home, 

on the job and in the world. 

 

Claretian Publications 

P.O. Box 1021 

Skokie, IL 60076-1021  

$30/year — 12 issues  

 www.uscatholic.org 

  
America is a published by the Jesuits; 
a lively journal of opinion including 
crisp editorials and incisive articles on 
contemporary theology and current 
events.  
 

America Media 

1212 Sixth Ave, 11th Floor 

New York, NY 10036 (800) 627-9533 

$60.00/year (28 issues)  

 www.americamagazine.org  

  

Catholic Digest presents a generous 

selection of appealing reading: Human 

interest stories, stimulating topical 

articles, humorous anecdotes, quips, 

and quotes.  

 

Catholic Digest  

PO Box 291826, Kettering, OH 45429 

$19.95/year  (9 issues) 

catholicdigest@sfsdayton.com  

  

National Catholic Reporter is an 

independent Catholic newsweekly 

connecting local, national, global 

issues and social concerns with the 

faith of our church.  

 

The National Catholic Reporter 

Publishing Co. 

115 E. Armour Blvd. 

Kansas City, MO 64111-1203 (800) 333-

7373 $52.95/year (26 issues)  

www.ncronline.org  

 
Other daily reflection or on-line 

sources: 

 
Word on Fire Catholic Resources 

www.wordonfire.org   (One of the 

overall best and informative sites - and 

it’s free!) 

 

The Word Among Us    www.wau.org    

 

Give Us This Day   
www.giveusthisday.org 

  

United States Council of Catholic 

Bishops  www.usccb.org 

 

Diocese of Madison    

www.diocesofmadsion.org 

  

Ronald Rolheiser OMI     

www.ronrolheiser.com   

 

Catholic Periodicals 

 
As adult Catholics, we have an obligation to ourselves and 
to our faith community to remain informed and educated 
about our ever-changing Church.  We do this through a 
variety of sources:   
 
Active membership in the parish and regular worship, 
involvement in Adult Education opportunities offered at 
the parishes and at the diocesan level - and good 
periodicals that keep us up-to-date and well-educated.   
 

One of the most inexpensive and readily accessible 
subscriptions available to us is the "Catholic  Herald".  This 
newspaper is published weekly and is mailed directly to 
your home or you can read the on-line edition.  It contains 
stories about the local church (parishes), diocesan news, as 
well as a good overview of what is happening in the world-
wide Church.  It has special sections for children and the 
youth and is the official newspaper for the Diocese of 
Madison. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Bishop Morlino expressed his wish that every Catholic 
household receive this paper.  It was his primary source of 
communication to all of us in the diocese.   
 
If you wish to begin receiving or continue to receive the 
"Catholic Herald", please fill out the form on page 12 and 
return it with the cost of the subscription:  $22.00 per year.  
You can subscribe to the paper edition, the on-line edition 
or both all for the same price.  (You may mail it in, drop it 
off at the office, or just include it in the weekend 
collection.)  If you wish to receive it but cannot afford to do 
so, please indicate this on the form and the parish will pay 
your subscription cost.   
 

We are also including a list of other good Catholic 
periodicals that you may wish to subscribe to.  These 
periodicals are an excellent source of information in regard 
to the Catholic faith.  Please take the time to look over the 
selection.  Many offer the opportunity to receive a free 
copy or two. 

http://www.madisoncatholicherald.org
http://www.franciscanmedia.org
http://www.uscatholic.org
http://www.americamagazine.org
http://www.ncronline.org
http://www.wordonfire.org
http://www.wau.org
http://www.giveusthisday.org
http://www.usccb.org
http://www.diocesofmadsion.org
http://www.ronrolheiser.com
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St. Mary of the Immaculate 

Conception Parish opened its 

school in 1866, after 32 years of 

being an established parish. In 

1866, Wisconsin had only been a 

state for about 18 years, the Civil 

War had ended one year prior, 

and Andrew Johnson was 

President of the United States. The 

world was a different place but 

the commitment of educating 

children in the Catholic Faith was 

and still is at the forefront of this 

parish. 

 

More than one hundred and fifty 

years later, this parish is still 

supporting its own Catholic 

school. The St. Mary School 

building has changed over the 

years from a four room school 

house to a new building built in 

1955 and then remodeled in 2013. 

These changes and continued 

investment demonstrate this 

parishes’ commitment to Catholic 

education. In the last ten years we 

have seen a resurgence in 

enrollment and renewed 

enthusiasm for the school. 

In 2009, the school had an 

approximate enrollment of 125 

students in grades 4K-8th. The 

current enrollment is just shy of 

155 students, with over 160 

projected for the 2019-20 school 

year. We attribute this growth to 

new marketing efforts and most 

importantly to positive word of 

mouth testimony from parents 

and parish members alike. 

 

Thank you to the entire parish for 

making Catholic education a 

priority. Your prayers, volunteer 

participation and financial 

support continue to make a lastly 

impression on children in our 

community. Past generations had 

a vision and we continue to see 

our current parish family 

carrying this vision forward. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Jamie Hahn, Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY AS TO 
STUDENTS AND EMPLOYEES 
 
St. Mary School admits students of any 
race, color, national and ethnic origin to 
all rights, privileges, programs and 
activities generally accorded or made 
available to students at this school. We do 
not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national and ethnic origin in 
administration of our educational and 
employment policies and athletic and 
school administered programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Alumni and Friends of St. Mary School, 

 

St. Mary School exists because of the support of our parish, teachers, parents, alumni and generous donors. We take 

great pride in the work we do together to prepare each child to excel at the next level.  Our Knights in Shining Armor 

Funds allow you to be a part of our school community and support our student in three areas: spiritually, scholastically 

and socially. 

 

 You can support our students’ spiritual growth by helping to provide resources for our Catholic faith, relevant en-

richment programs, retreats, workshops and speakers to help children grow in their faith and closer to God. 

  

For decades, we have been focused on developing our children scholastically. With your help, our students will be 

provided with much needed, curriculum and updated textbooks to replace outdated versions. 

  

With funding of extracurricular activities such as band, music, art and athletic programs; your contribution will be 

providing students valuable social opportunities. 

 

 

Your generous support is needed to provide the best possible education to our students. 

Would you like to be a Knight in Shining Armor? Take part in our annual fundraising campaign and learn how your do-

nation changes the future of our children.   

 

For more information, please contact Jamie Hahn at 608-742-4998 or via email at jam-

hahn@stmarysportage.org. To make an online contribution please visit: https://

www.stmaryportage.org/about/fundraising/ 

mailto:jamhahn@stmarysportage.org
mailto:jamhahn@stmarysportage.org
https://www.stmaryportage.org/about/fundraising/
https://www.stmaryportage.org/about/fundraising/
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MESSAGE FOR OUR YOUTH 
 

World events happen and affect individuals 

knowingly or unknowingly. Such is the case for two 

important events regarding the youth of the world.  

In October of 2018, young people gathered in Rome 

to reflect and discuss the documents which, it is 

hoped, will affect young people in the upcoming 

years. The gathering, World Synod of Youth, was by, 

for and with young persons. Pope Francis brought to 

their attention issues and situations in youth today 

which hold sway or are prominent in the lives of 

young people throughout the world. The pope 

encouraged the youth to be honest and open, asking 

them to speak their minds, share their hearts and 

boldly proclaim how the Church needs to help them 

live lives of meaning. It is a clear statement of what 

youth needs and what youth can offer to a world 

which needs the life of Christ exemplified.   

 

From January 22-26 of this year, at the World Youth 

Days in Panama City, 250,000 youth experienced 

prayer, community and the presence of Pope  

 

 

Francis. The pope encouraged the young people in 

their faith, through hardships and difficulties facing 

them to be steadfast in bringing about meaningful 

encounters with others, the finding of Jesus in their 

lives. He proclaimed that it is through love and 

service God becomes present in their daily lives and 

in the lives of all people. 

(Summary of World Youth Day in January 31st issue 

of the CATHOLIC HERALD). 

 

In the words and actions of these two major events 

in the Church at the present time, it becomes 

evident that there is a major call to rally a response 

on the part of all people. It is a call to share beliefs, 

support, prayer and guidance with the youth of 

today. The work with youth today will become the 

way in which God, through Jesus, will be present in 

the world, now and in the future. 

 

Sr. Jovita Winkel, CSA 

In This Together—How Catholics can overcome partisan divisions 
 
A Faith-Based Worldview—Cardinal Francis George of Chicago has advocated an end to the fixation over 

whether someone is a “progressive Catholic,,” an “orthodox Catholic,” a “Vatican II Catholic’ or a 

“traditionalist Catholic.’ He urges instead a focus on being “simply Catholic.” In his final presidential 

address to the U.S. Bishops, Cardinal George observed, “For too many, politics is the ultimate horizon of 

their thinking and acting,’ and the value of the church’s role in public discourse is judged by how it will 

serve a partisan agenda. 

 

Catholics must reject this mentality and act in a way that reflects a belief in a higher truth, seeing a 

greater horizon beyond that of a partisan agenda. This is the essence of “Forming Consciences for 

Faithful Citizenship,” which urges Catholics to place the church’s priority teachings at the heart of their 

worldview and moral decision-making. Practically speaking, this means that political positions should 

be judged by how well they express the values and truths of the faith, not the other way around. This 

requires examination of conscience and individual conversion. It requires Catholic voters honest enough 

not to ignore principle in favor of partisan preference. It requires legislators brave enough to risk the 

acceptance of their caucus and support among their constituents. It also requires a significant increase 

in trust and acceptance of people’s good will at face value. In a scorched -earth political climate, 

partisans seldom raise a concern or value of the other side unless it is to denigrate it (call it socialist, 

anti-woman, etc.) or to say why it should not matter. 

 

The Catholic vision is one of collaboration, not coercion, among individuals, governments, businesses 

and other institutions. Its focus is not on profit or a winning ideology. Its focus is on creating conditions 

in which people can develop and ultimately flourish, in which their lives enjoy non-negotiable protection 

from conception to natural death, and thus can fully reflect the dignity God intended. This applies to 

every level, from individual to global. Following the principle of subsidiarity, the Catholic vision is to 

ensure that problems are tackled in the best possible context and that all stakeholders meet their 

responsibilities to one another. Subsidiarity locates responsibility at the lowest feasible level of society 

and requires other levels to support them in meeting their responsibilities. Both parties lack this vision 

or at least do not trust each other enough to make decisions that favor the common good consistently.  

Catholics could help and lead by example. 
 
Most Rev. Richard E. Pates is bishop of Des Moines and chairman of the Committee on International Justice and Peace of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops. 
Reprinted in part from America, August 13, 2012 with permission of America Press Inc., 2012.  All rights reserved.  
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THINK ABOUT IT…GIVE IT A SHOT. 

Why not? You come to Mass regularly. You see 

people you know.  You see families with young and 

not so young kids and some with older kids back to 

visit.  You see older people, those who have been part 

of our parish family for many years.  You see widows 

and widowers  You see people you recognize but don’t 

really know  You wish you knew their names or just 

knew them better. You notice people you have never 

seen before, or at least don’t recognize. Visitors 

perhaps? New members? 

 

All these are a vital part of our St. Mary, Portage 

family. This is OUR church! And as we do with all our 

friends and family when we get together we embrace 

them in many different ways. You are coming to 

Mass anyway, so why not GREET these very same 

people with a handshake or a touch, a smile, a short 

welcome that lets them know we are very happy they 

are here with us 

 

It’s easy to be a part of our GREETER MINISTRY 

team. We have an online schedule, a reminder email 

that is sent to you, an easy app that lets you change 

and adjust your schedule, get a sub when conflicts 

come up. Come to Mass 20-25 minutes early and 

greet our family members. Get your kids involved. 

Our goal: 4 greeters each Mass scheduled once a 

month. That is 48-60 people. It is a rewarding 

ministry, and as a bonus NO MEETINGS!   THINK 

ABOUT IT…GIVE IT A SHOT. WHY NOT? 

 

To become a member of our “Greeter 

Ministry” call: 

Chris Wheeler (608) 742-4967 

Karen Zepecki (608) 742-7686  

ST. MARY BEST FEST 

2019 

 
Save the weekend!  Our 20th Annual 

St. Mary Best Fest will be held May 17-19, 2019 and 

planning has already begun.  Many of the popular 

traditions will continue this year including the 

carnival hosted by Christman Amusements, Friday 

Night Family Night, Mini-Raffle, Bob Viking 

Entertainment, great food and great camaraderie. 

 

The central theme of Best Fest is a sense of 

community, both in our parish and in our city.  Best 

Fest is one of the parish’s largest fundraisers and in 

order for it to be successful, we welcome and need 

involvement from all of our parishioners.  We can’t 

do it without you!  

 

This year’s festival will be co-chaired by Sarah 

Kravick and Heather Stenberg.  The Best Fest 

Committee will be looking not only for many, many 

volunteers to help throughout the entire weekend 

but a couple of activity chair people as well.   

 

A committee for publicity/advertising has been 

created.  We need a chairperson for that as well as 

Entertainment. 

 

If any of these interest you and you would be willing 

to help out, please contact Sarah Kravick at 

sjk0812@msn.com, 608-697-1912 or Heather 

Stenberg at stenny@charter.net. 
 
Look for more detailed information to follow in the 
Sunday bulletins. 

Love Begins Here – Summer 

Mission Trips 
 

Christianity is a call to love and a call 

to serve. We invite you to put your faith 

in action this summer and serve alongside hundreds of 

high school and middle school missionaries through a local 

mission program called Love Begins Here. Inspired by 

Blessed Mother Teresa’s call to begin love in one’s own 

community, Love Begins Here invites you to encounter the 

Lord in an intimate way through service, community and 

fun. 

 

High School Mission Trip: $150 - Current 9th - 12th Graders: 

June 16-21 - Sun Prairie  (2 spots left!) 

Middle School Mission Trip: $110- Current 6th - 8th 

Graders:  July 21-24  - Berlin  (2 Spots left!) 

If you need financial assistance, please contact Brenda 

Collins before registering. 

Registration materials are available  in the back of church 

or on our parish website. 

 

ADULT LEAD MISSIONARIES NEEDED 

We welcome adults, 21 and older, to serve as chaperones 

who help the teens make the most of their experience. We 

are especially interested in partnering with adults who are 

passionate about God, working with teens and service 

work. All LBH chaperones must be in line with Diocesan 

Safe Environment policies and attend a training.  

 

There is no cost for chaperones to go, however we do rely 

on the use of vehicles of our chaperones and we will pay for 

all the gas that is used during the trip.  

Please contact Brenda in the Parish Office for more 

information.   

 

mailto:stenny@charter.net
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Audit 
 

Each parish in the Madison Diocese is 

periodically audited.  St. Mary Help of Christians 

Parish had its audit on January 16. 

 

The formal report on the audit has not yet been 

received.  The exit interview with the auditor 

indicated that there were no infractions.   

Suggestions were made to improve some 

processes.  It was stated by the auditor that the 

risk management processes in place are very 

good. 

 

The credit for the positive audit goes to those who 

over the years have put the best processes into 

practice. 

 

Thank you to all who helped get all the paperwork 

ready ahead of time. 

ACA - Annual Catholic Appeal 

Every year the diocese holds an appeal to raise 

the necessary funds to sustain many of the 

ministerial offices of pastoral outreach of the 

Diocese of Madison.  All parishioners registered 

in a parish will receive a mailing soliciting those 

funds.  On March 3 an "in-pew" appeal will be 

made to welcome donations from anyone who has 

not yet responded.  

This year, the "goal" for St. Mary of the 

Immaculate Conception Parish is $53,771  and the 

"goal" for St. Mary Help of Christian 

Parish is $ 7959.00 .  Please prayerfully 

consider how you will respond to that 

appeal.  

RENOVATION UPDATES 

 

Briggsville - Having received the approval of the Diocese of Madison and with the 

consensus of the parish Finance Council, Pastoral Council and Renovation 

Committee, we will proceed with the renovation as planned.  Kraemer Brothers has 

been chosen as the contractor and will "get us on the calendar" to begin the structural renovations this 

spring; the altar, ambo, baptismal font and altar of reservation for the tabernacle will be built over the next 

couple of months; new carpeting and wood floor will be installed in the sanctuary. 

 

We have raised about 60% of the necessary funds (so far) and will continue to accept donations and 

pledges throughout the next two years.  Parish savings will be used to complete the project and hopefully 

repaid as more donations are received. 

 

While we will be able to worship in the church through most of the renovation process for weekend Mass, 

we may occasionally move to the church basement for Mass. 

 

Portage - We have received permission from the diocese to proceed with our renovation planning.  Final 

permission will be granted by the new bishop, once he has been appointed and the plans near 

completion.  Until then, we will continue the process under the leadership of the Renovation Committee, 

keeping the Finance and Pastoral Councils, the diocese and the congregation informed of the progress. 

 

After interviewing two contractors, we have selected Kraemer Brothers to work with River Architects as 

the construction documents are drawn. (Kraemer Brothers was also the contractor that remodeled the 

school in 2013 and the gym entrance in 2018.) Over the next several months, and with constant 

communication with the Renovation Committee, the architect and contractors, will work together and 

welcome direction from parishioners, groups and outside consultants so as to prepare a prudent and 

thoughtful plan for the future of the parish. In the next few months, the plans will be detailed and modified 

to discern an accurate cost projection and prepare for fundraising andconstruction.  

 
Once an accurate cost projection can be determined (most likely by summer) a Capital Campaign will be 

initiated to raise the necessary funds to complete the project. In the best-case scenario, that would mean 

we could begin construction in 2020.   

 

Please keep in mind that the previous campaign (Foundations for Our Future) was initiated in 2016 to pay 

the remaining debt incurred in the remodeling of the school AND to establish a fund for future remodeling 

of the church.  The money that has been collected thus far has been safely invested in reserved accounts 

for that purpose.  
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St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception 

309 W. Cook St. 

Portage, WI 53901 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-profit 

organization 

Standard Mail 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Portage, WI 53901 

Permit No. 374 

Name: ___________________________________________________Phone: ______________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________  City:________________________________ 

Please check the edition you would like to receive.   

_______ mailed paper copy    _______ on-line copy     ________ paper & on-line copy 

I have enclosed my $22.00. 

Please include your email address below if you would like the online edition. 

________________________________________________________  

You may also go to our website to sign up for the on-line edition– www.stmaryportage.com 

 

Catholic Herald Order Form 
If you wish to receive the "Catholic Herald", please fill out the “subscription form” below and return it with the cost of the  
subscription:  $22.00/year for the paper edition or on-line edition. There is no additional cost to receive both.   
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