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 Good Word
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Celebrating the liturgical seasons

2
Meet our new 
music director, 
Dawn Kinsman.

Dear St. Agnes Family,
I have been very fortunate to celebrate 

Christmas and survive the Wisconsin winter 
along with all of you! Let us thank God that we 
were not hit by the cold front like other states 
were. Just as in nature we have different seasons, 
so too the church has various liturgical seasons 
for our Christian life.

We have just celebrated Easter, commemo-
rating the great spiritual inner freedom that 
Christ has given to us by his redemption —   
obtained for us by his passion, death and resur-
rection.  St. Paul says in Philippians 2:9: “Christ, 
one equal with God, emptied himself, humbled 
himself, and gave himself up to a tortured death 
for us.”  This is a season of divine grace lavished 
upon God’s children 
saved with the price of 
our Savior’s blood. Let us, 
therefore, open our minds 
and hearts to drink more 
of the abundant living 
waters of grace that Jesus 
continues to offer us dur-
ing this season!

In his Lenten message, Pope Francis re-
minds us, “That inner freedom to do good deeds 
in secret without blowing our trumpets is because 
the path to true religion is Jesus’ path of humil-
ity.” The Pope then continues to encourage us 
to remove the arrogance, vanity and worldliness 
from our interactions with other fellow human 
beings. We are called to encounter Jesus in our 
daily life, an encounter that will transform our 
life to become his missionaries to bring God’s 
saving grace to our brothers and sisters. Like 
Jesus, we must be ready to take risks by breaking 

down the barriers that exclude people (probably 
due to ignorance regarding race, ethnicity and 
culture) so that we can all experience our risen 
Lord together as a community.

While celebrating this joyful season of our 
Lord’s victory over death and sin, let us leave be-
hind the whitewashed tombs filled with bones of 
the dead and every kind of egoism and pride. To 
do so we may have to embrace a form of spiritual 
fasting in the days ahead, not limited to our an-

nual liturgical season of Lent.  
“Fast from hurting words 
and say kind words. Fast 
from anger and be filled with 
patience. Fast from pessimism 
and be filled with hope. Fast 
from worries and have trust 
in God. Fast from selfishness 
and be compassionate to oth-

ers. Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with 
joy.” (Pope Francis, 2020).

After the cold winter days, spring is a sea-
son of new hope and new beginnings. During 
this season, let us ask our risen Lord to fill the 
hearts and minds of our family and loved ones 
with the Easter joy. May this joy make us God’s 
instruments of peace and joy in our parish and 
school community, and in a world that longs 
for it more than ever today.

Wishing you and your dear ones a joyful 
Easter season! 

We, the people of St. Agnes, are called by 
God as a Catholic Christian community to 
be prayerful, compassionate servants to all 
God’s people. -- Mission Statement
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Three things we all learn to 
say as children are great 
things to say to God: thank 
you, I’m sorry and please. 

4
Warren Pischke 
lectors, shops for 
the Food Pantry, 
works at the 
Parish Picnic -- 

and loves music.

5
St. Agnes’ tithing report for 
2020 shows an amazing list 
of donations to 41 deserving 
organizations. So proud to 
be a member of St. Agnes.

6-7
Grants, science 
class curriculum 
and state testing: 
so much to be 
proud of!

8
Spring cleaning is 
scheduled for the 
St. Agnes gardens. 
Won’t you join us?

3
Springtime is 
perfect for those 
receiving the sacra-
ments of Baptism, 
First Communion 

and Confirmation.

from the Pastor

Fr. Joy Thachil, SAC
thachilj@stagnesparish.org

Parishioner Kevin Endries (white shirt) and custodian Joel Langkau (plaid shirt) prepare the areas in 
front of the mosaics in the lobby. Story on page 5.

Environment

8
Praying for the dead and 
comforting those who mourn 
is one of the spiritual works 
of mercy.

“Fast from anger and be 
filled with patience. Fast 

from selfishness and be 
compassionate to others.
  Pope Francis

Clicking on headline will take 
you directly to the page.
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THE GOOD WORD

by Linda Barrington

Praying and listening to God first 
thing in the morning is best for many 
people because nothing interferes with 
your prayer if nothing else is happening.

If prayer isn’t already a part of your 
morning routine, now is the time to begin 
this. I’ve gotten a lot of support in my 
prayer life from the Dynamic Catholic 
books. (Remember Father Mark giving 
out copies one Christmas of “The Four 
Signs of the Dynamic Catholic” by Mat-
thew Kelly?)  

Kelly’s books are short,  easy to under-
stand and practical. I’ve gotten a lot of new 
ideas for refreshing my prayer life, while I 
still pray the daily rosary and other favorite 
prayers (good habits, also).  

Having a daily prayer process will 
develop your conversation with God. We 
can start simple. Three things we all learn 
to say as children are great things to say to 
God: thank you, I’m sorry and please. If you 
don’t already have a daily prayer routine, 
clip out the one in the box here and give 
it a try for a couple of weeks. See if that 
works for you.

It’s hard to develop habits, but we 
manage to do it for things we really care 
about, like brushing our teeth, turning 
off the lights before going to bed, watch-
ing our favorite TV programs, kissing our 
loved ones good night. 

Prayer is the way we communicate 
with God. Making this a daily habit can 
change your life. Start with the 1% Chal-
lenge:  Set aside just 15 minutes or 1% of 
your day to pray. Be sure to include Scrip-
ture reading in your prayer.

Catholic ID groups
COVID-19 restrictions have prevented 

us gathering for workshops, study pro-
grams and book discussions. The Evange-
lization Committee looks forward to host-
ing group events, including the Catholic 
I.D. program, when we can safely gather. 
Meanwhile, we can each stay in touch with 
our faith through prayer, Scripture, and the 

Mass. And we can share that with others.
Take time to talk with those you are 

close to, your family, your friends, your 
co-workers, your neighbors. Explain why 
your faith matters to you. Who in that 
broad mix of people needs Christ the 
most? Perhaps they already see you as a 
person of faith. You don’t have to be an 
expert or a salesman. Speak from your 
heart. Speak about your experience with 
Jesus, talk about prayer. Explain what go-
ing to Mass does for you — the peace, the 
joy it brings you. Who doesn’t want that 
in their lives.

The best way to start is by developing a 
daily habit of prayer. 

Evangelization

Making prayer a daily habit can change your life

Dawn Kinsman

Behind the mask: Dawn Kinsman, music minister 
My music story is a won-

derful one – especially for a 
small town, South Dakota girl.  
Suffice it to say, I have always 
been involved in parish minis-
try with a specific focus on music and worship.  

During my teen years, I never sang, hav-
ing always been piano accompanist for choirs, 
bands, productions, etc. Finally, one day a friend 
said, “Hey...If you’re just going to sit there, you 
might as well sing something!” So it began. 

A highlight will forever be singing an original 
song called “True Presence” for St. John Paul and 
a million pilgrims at World Youth Day in Rome 
during the Jubilee Year of the Eucharist, 2000. 

My lifelong 
partner in ministry, 
Dave, our five sons 
and I moved to the 
Milwaukee area in 

2009 to continue student outreach. We served on 
campus at UW-Milwaukee’s Newman Center for 
seven years. After that, I was Director of Liturgy 
and Music at St. Margaret Mary Parish. It is a joy 
to now call St. Agnes home.

During my free time, I love making artsy 
projects and working with my hands in some 
way. I especially love to be outdoors hiking, 
kayaking and camping. One of these days, I 
might even develop a golf swing.  

Welcome

1. Gratitude: Begin by thanking God in 
a personal dialogue for whatever you 
are most grateful for today.

2. Awareness: Revisit the times in the 
past 24 hours when you were and 
were not the-best-version-of-yourself. 
Talk to God about these situations 
and what you learned from them.

3. Significant Moments: Identify some-
thing you experienced today and ex-
plore what God might be trying to say 
to you through that event (or person).

4. Peace: Ask God to forgive you for any 

wrong you have committed (against 
yourself, another person, or him) and 
to fill you with a deep and abiding 
peace.

5. Freedom: Speak with God about 
how he is inviting you to change your 
llife, so that you can experience the 
freedom to be the-best-version-of-
yourself.

6. Others: Lift up to God anyone you feel 
called to pray for today, asking God to 
bless and guide them.

7.   Finish by praying the Our Father.

Prayer Process, from “I Heard God Laugh” by Michael Kelly



THE GOOD WORD

Christian Formation

Shelly Fellin
fellinm@stagnesparish.org

Baptism, Confirmation
at Easter Vigil

Every year at the Easter Vigil we renew 
our baptismal promises and celebrate with 
the whole Church those sacraments that 
unite us as the Body of Christ. At the Easter 
Vigil on April 
3 we welcomed 
into the Catholic 
Church one new 
member. Alyssa 
Reed received 
both the sacra-
ments of Baptism 
and Confirmation 
and also received 
her First Holy 
Communion which fully unites her into the 
Body of Christ. Quentin Lueck received the 
sacrament of Confirmation as well. Please 
congratulate them and welcome them into 
the St. Agnes Parish family.

First Communion, Confirmation
in April and May

The Easter Season is also the time to 
celebrate the sacraments of First Com-
munion and Confirmation. Nine children 
who will receive their First Communion 
the weekend of May 1-2. They are 

Mason Laskowski 
Emma Lowe 
Aleah Lyons 
Alexandra Peiffer 
Brady Robers
Devon Thoenes
Jaxon Wichser 
Cecilia Toliver 
Kaleb Vazquez

All our first communicants will have 
the opportunity to lead us in a procession 
for our May Crowning on Sunday, May 9, 
after the 8:30 Mass. Please keep our first 
communicants in your prayers. 

Easter sacraments: celebration of joy, welcoming

You may have noticed a few changes 
taking place at St. Agnes these past few 
months. Not only are there new faces on 
the staff but also improvements to our 
church lobby/gathering space. If some of 
these projects are of interest to you, feel 
free to contact me to share your talents.

Along with these visual changes we 
are working hard at addressing a need 
that every parish must face. Who are the 
people that make up our family and how 
well do we communicate with them? 

To address these issues the parish 
staff has formed an ad hoc Communica-
tions Committee to address our need 

to improve communications with our 
parishioners. We are doing this by updat-
ing our phone number and email data-
base.  Information is kept confidential 
unless approved to publish in our annual 
directory.  (Thank you to those who have 
provided this information already – more 
to come.)  

We are also looking into updating 

and improving our website.  Hopefully, 
there is a new launch by time this news-
letter is mailed. Check it out!  

Lastly, we do have new email address-
es, hoping to simplify communication.

• Info@stagnesparish.org replaces the 
previous general mailbox.

• Calendar@stagnesparish.org  is 
used to request space for meetings.

• CF@Stagnesparish.org  is used to 
provide feedback or ask questions 
about Christian Formation classes. 

• School@stagneshparish.org  is used 
for communication with the school.

Business Office

Dave  Grunwaldt
grunwaldtd@stagnesparish.org

Parish database updated to improve contacts

Christian Formation

Lending a HandAsk a friend or neighbor to take a walk 
with you.
Send a card to a neighbor or parish 
member you haven’t seen for a while.
Share some of your freshly baked cookies 
or cupcakes with friends or neighbors.
Take the initiative and phone a friend 
or acquaintance you haven’t connected 
with in a while.

Invite someone to go to weekday Mass 
with you.
Surprise someone with a bouquet of 
flowers or a potted plant. 

Help a friend or neighbor with spring 
yard clean-up or planting.

Offer to dog sit or pet sit. 
Invite a friend or neighbor to go out to 
breakfast (once you both feel it’s safe).
Make a donation to a local charity that 
provides food, shelter, etc, for the needy.

Share with us:  Do you need anything? 
How can we support you? Call the 
parish office (262-781-9521) to talk with 
us about it.

We have 15 St. Agnes students who 
will be confirmed by Bishop Jeffery Haines 
on April 23 at a 7 p.m. ceremony here at St. 
Agnes. Please keep them in your prayers. 
These candidates are
Alexa Barbour
Adam Beck
Jenna Blair
Anarosa Braun
Avery Chisholm
Caden Cissa
Paol Ellenbecker
Angine Emrich
Ian Gross
Paige Lillegard
Benjamin Lozano
Josephine Maurer
Jack Retzer

Anthony Stelter
Andrew Suetholz

mailto:fellinm%40stagnesparish.org?subject=


Stewardship profile

THE GOOD WORD

Warren Pischke: making a difference in others’ lives
by Karen Lundean

Being grounded in his faith life here 
at St Agnes is surely a true statement for 
Warren Pischke. Since his parents built 
their home and joined St. Agnes Parish 
before he was born, Warren cultivated his 
religious upbringing through his parents 
and his Christian Formation education 
right here at St. Agnes. 

His faith life has always been the driv-
ing force in Warren’s life. It was his goal, 
once retired, to attend daily Mass. You may 
often find him the lector at Mass which is 
a ministry he has dedicated himself to for 
the last 50 years. 

The food pantry is definitely Warrren’s 
passion. He will shop the grocery sales with 
coupons in hand to find bargains to donate 
to feed those in need. Thanksgiving and 
Christmas offers him a great opportunity 
to purchase turkeys and hams at a nominal 
price after meeting the minimum pur-
chase amount spent for his own groceries. 
Helping others is the driving force which 
also compels Warren to donate blood on a 
regular basis. He will be the first to tell you 
that he absolutely hates doing it but that he 
feels so good once he has donated. 

Warren was honored to sit on Pastoral 
Council in the past. Also, other activities 
he has participated in are all five of the Pas-
sion Plays here at St. Agnes and working 
the beer tent at the Parish Festivals. There 
is always a need for volunteers and some-
thing for everyone to do.

“Why would I want to be anywhere 
else?” was Warren’s comment as he tends to 
be more of a traditionalist when it comes 
to the Mass. He loves the standard hymns, 
incense and the bells at the consecration. 
He feels so connected at St. Agnes and just 
very happy to be here. 

Discerning God’s Call

A former 
student at St. 
Agnes School, 
Matthew Ferch 
is completing 
his fifth of six 
years in the 
journey to 
priesthood with 
his ordination 
as a transitional 
deacon in April. 

Even as a child, Ferch said, “I was very 
committed to the faith. I really wanted to 
learn. When I was four or five years old, 
I used to actually play Mass in the living 
room.”

Then in grade school he wanted to be 
a professional baseball player, then a cardi-
ologist,  then a lawyer. But he was also very 
committed to the faith.

“I really wanted to learn, and especially in 
high school, I took it upon myself to actually 
read the entire catechism,” Ferch said. “But 
then once I received the sacrament of confir-
mation, the Spirit was really moving in me.” 

He went on to 
St. Norbert’s Col-
lege and finished 
his degree in three 
years, considering 
different careers 
along the way. 

“More and more people told me, ‘You 
know, Matthew, you’d make a good priest.’ 
It became more and more apparent that this 
was God’s [way of] calling me to be a priest.”

 What advice does he have for others 
who are discerning their path in life? 

“They need to be open to whatever it 
is that God wants [for]them,” Ferch said, 
“because God has a plan for each and every 

one of us. I would just encourage anyone, 
especially those who might be considering 
becoming a priest, to just be open and to 
communicate and pray and dialogue with 
God, asking Him to show them what it is 

that He wants them 
to do.”

Ferch will be 
ordained a deacon 
in April and will 
then have one more 
year of study before 

being ordained a priest in 2022. 
“I’m nervous. I’m excited, but we’ll just 

see what the future brings,” Ferch said. 
From now until his ordination, Ferch 

will share his journey with us in this news-
letter. And we will do our part, by keeping 
him in prayer.

Ferch’s parents are Tom and Peggy. 
Mrs. Ferch teaches fourth grade at St. Agnes.

Matthew Ferch to be ordained a deacon in April

“God has a plan for each 
and every one of us.

                                Matthew FerchMatthew Ferch

My interest in music started when 
I was just six years old. My parents 
gave me a phonograph player. By the 
time I was a teenager, listening to the 
radio day and night, it wasn’t long 
before i personally bought my first 
45 rpm record, “Where Did Our Love 
Go” by the Supremes. From humble 
beginnings, the collection has blos-
somed to 1,200 45s, 11,500 LPs and 
CDs too numerous to count.

My two favorite artists are, natu-
rally, Diana Ross and the Supremes 
on one end of the spectrum and Ray 
Conniff on the other end -- and just 
about everything else in between. 

 I have such fond memories of 
my trips to Hollywood to watch Ray 
record his magic in the studio. I’m so 
glad I have these time capsules of 
music to relive and enjoy as the years 
go by.

My Favorite Music

Warren Pischke



Environment

THE GOOD WORD

Raising and tiling the recessed 
area below the lobby mosaics has 
been in progress for the past two 
months. By the time you read this, 
that should be completed. Photos 
on the front page of this newslet-
ter show how the recessed area was 
elevated before being covered with 
tile. The volunteer work was done by 
parishioners Kevin Endries and Bob 
Zoulek and custodian Joel Langkau. 

The next step was to make post-
ers showing the Bible verses that are 
cited on each of the two mosaics. 
Linda Barrington designed them 
with input from St. Agnes staff, Fa-
ther Joy and Parish Council. 

“I took photos of the mosaic 
tiles and regrouped them on the 
poster to unify the posters with the 
mosaic background,” Barrington 
explained.

After hearing about the project 
at a Parish Council meeting, Mike 
McKee volunteered to make frames 
for the posters.

Future enhancements will 
include improved lighting, refinished 
railings and two plaques, one with 
our mission statement and other 
other honoring our centennial.

The impetus for these refur-
bishment efforts comes from Dave 
Grunwaldt, who became St. Agnes’ 
business manager in December.

Mosaic area 
nearly finished

For God so loved 
the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son 

that whoever 
believes in him

 should not perish, 
but have eternal life.

             John 3:16

Since God graciously gives us every-
thing we have, STEWARDSHIP is a life 
filled with sharing those same gifts of Time, 
Talent and Treasure with all God’s people. 
This is the saying on our Stewardship logo. 

As a tithing parish we are committed 
to sharing 2.5% of our treasure with those 
who need our financial support. Our Hu-
man Concerns Committee is tasked with 
this mission. For the year 2020 we donated 
approximately $16,000. This is the list of 
organizations that St. Agnes has supported 
with these donations: 
Aid to the Church in Need: Help chil-
dren in need
Alaska Radio Mission (KNOM): Oldest 
Catholic Radio Station in US
All Saints Catholic Church/Central 
Cities Cathedral Center: Non-sectari-
an agency for women and families
Capuchin Community Services/St. 
Ben’s Community Meal & House of 
Peace: Serve the poor, the hungry, the 
homeless
Children Wish Foundation Int’l: Help 
make a seriously ill child wish come true
Columbian Fathers: Bring Christ to 
the people of the Pacific Rim, South and 
Central America
Columbia St. Mary’s Foundation (St. 
Ben’s Clinic): Help find food and shelter
Community Projects for Seniors: 
Deliver free and hot meals to seniors
Covenant House: Rescue homeless 
children
Cross Catholic Outreach: Deliver food, 
shelter and hope to the poorest of the poor
Father Carr’s Place: Provide shelter for 
men, women and children with various 
needs
Food for the Poor: Help save innocent 
children and transform their lives
Franciscan Peacemakers: Help with 
street ministry - reaching out to those vic-
timized by human trafficking
Friedens Community Ministries - 
Food Pantry
Glenmary Sisters: Provide a helping 
hand to serve those in need.
Guest House: Provide shelter, hous-
ing, education and services to Milwaukee 
homeless
Heifer International: Help feed the 
hungry
Hebron Housing Services: Help fami-
lies in our community to achieve indepen-

dence and stability
Hope Street Ministries: Drug and 
alcohol Detox Center
Interfaith (Name changed to ERAs Senior 
Network Inc.) ($1,000 annually)
Life Navigators, aka ARC: Provide kids 
and adults with disabilities with essential 
living items and emergency needs to stay 
safe, happy and healthy
Mary’s Pence: Funding and support for 
women social justice organization
Milwaukee Women’s Center: Help 
end domestic violence and other issues
Milwaukee Rescue Mission: Help pre-
pare Thanksgiving meal for the homeless
National Shrine Our Lady of Good 
Help: Support of Religious Shrine
Pathfinders: Provide funds for youth 
safety, hope and healing
Priests for Life: Help priests spread the 
message of life and love to all
Redeem & Restore: Rescue women and 
girls from sex trafficking
Samaritan’s Purse: Minister to victims 
of atrocities
Sam Beres Memorial Fund
Sarah’s Place Women’s Resource 
Center, Inc.: Empower women and chil-
dren withtools and resources to promote 
self-worth
Second Sense aka Guild for the 
Blind: Help adults with vision loss
SmileTrain:Transform children born with 
clefts
Sojourner Family Peace Center: Help 
families find hope by providing resources 
information and support
St. Catherine’s Residence for 
Women: Help women and families from 
domestic violence
St. Joseph’s Medical & Dental Clin-
ic: Free or low fee medical care Waukesha 
County below 200% poverty level
Support the Troops WI: Help to send 
care packages to our Wisconsin Soldiers
The Gathering: Help support food and 
shelter for the homeless
Women’s Care Center: Empowered to 
choose life - not abortion
Wounded Warrior Project: Help out 
wounded warriors
Wisconsin Right to Life: To help with 
a Christmas season — due to COVID-19 
making care packages where nursing homes 
residents are isolated and unable to have 
visitors

Human Concerns

Yearly tithing report details donations 



Testing provides a measure of academic success
by Principal Christine Gordon

We are very proud that St. 
Agnes School engages in rigorous 
evaluation of school performance 
as a part of statewide academic 
assessment through participation 
in the Wisconsin Forward Exams. 
During the 2015-16 school year, 
Wisconsin rolled out a new as-
sessment called the Wisconsin 
Forward 
Exam. 

The exam 
is designed 
to gauge how 
well students 
across the 
state are 
doing in 
relation to the 
Wisconsin Academic Standards.  
The Standards and Benchmarks 
of the Archdiocese of Wisconsin 
are aligned with the Wisconsin 
Academic Standards. Elementary 
education standards such as these 
outline what successful students 
should know and be able to do for 
high school.

Because we are a Choice 
school, St. Agnes participates in 
the Wisconsin Forward Exam as 

a way to provide a highly credible 
measurement of our success in 
preparing our students for high 
school. 

The Forward Exam is a sum-
mative assessment administered 
during the last seven weeks of the 
school year, measuring the cumu-
lative progress made by students 
in the past school year. The Wis-
consin Forward Exam is taken by 

St. Agnes 
students 
in third 
through 
eighth grade 
in English 
language 
arts and 
math, and 
in science 

and social studies by students in 
fourth and eighth grade.

The performance of our 
students will provide evidence of 
the value of a St. Agnes educa-
tion. Please pray for all St. Agnes 
students, faculty and staff so that 
our efforts prove that we have 
earned the trust and support of 
our families and wider parish 
community.

THE GOOD WORD

School News

“The performance of our 
students will provide 

evidence of the value of a 
St. Agnes education.
       Christine Gordon

Principal Christine Gordon leads the Ash Wednesday prayer 
service in Mrs. Langford’s five-year-old kindergarten class. 

As part of a science lesson using statistics, our sixth grade 
students generate bar graphs by creating a spread sheet and 
entering numerical values. Lessons such as these under-
score the value of interdisciplinary learning for acquisition of 
important life skills.

Sixth graders in Miss Corey Bett’s class are studying science aligned to standards related to statistical conceps and applications.

St. Agnes School
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Christian   Sponsor a youth on Mission Trip next 
Formation summer, $50 (or any amount)   
             (total cost: $350.00 per youth)

Christian   New Bibles or Catechisms of the Catholic 
Formation  Church, study editions, $25 (or any amount)                               

School  (20) Chromebooks for classroom use
  $50 (or any amount) (total cost: $250)

School  Charging carts for Chromebooks
  $50 (or any amount) (total cost: $250-$1,000)

We accept any amount of donation for all of these needs.

This statue of St. Agnes on the second floor 
of school is a daily reminder to wear masks.

School receives grant to focus on Catholic identity
by Principal Christine Gordon

Grant Initiatives for Today’s Students 
(GIFTS) is a new Catholic schools grant 
program. St. Agnes School was one of 10 
recipients of $10,000 for use in the 2019-
2022 school years. Grants are awarded to 
support mission and faith formation and 
the creation of a visible Catholic identity. 
St. Agnes teachers and principal Christine 
Gordon wrote the grant application with a 
view to using the funds this school year.

“The grant’s purpose is to bring people 
together in community,” Gordon said. The 
St. Agnes grant was designed to promote 
community engagement.  “Our communi-
ty is somewhat different from many other 
Archdiocesan Catholic schools,” Gor-
don said. For example, St. Agnes School 
has participated in both the Wisconsin 
Parental Choice Program and the Milwau-
kee Parental Choice Program since 2013. 
Through these programs St. Agnes School 
has become a more ethnically, socially, 
and religiously diverse school community. 
“Geographically, we are much broader 
as well,” Gordon said. “We have students 
from Milwaukee, Menomonee Falls, Sus-
sex and Butler.”  

It is critical that we learn how to 
teach, learn and live our Catholic social 
teachings, Gordon said, within the context 
of a changing catholic community. We 
are working to find comon ground in our 
mission to realize the Kingdom of God, on 
Earth as it is in Heaven.

“The GIFTS grant allows us to pursue 
and achieve our goal of Christian com-
munity,” Gordon said. In fact, an on-site 
assessment is planned for early May to 
evaluate whether St. Agnes should be rec-
ognized for exemplary Catholic identity. 

With all the restrictions during the 
COVID pandemic, some of the plans have 

had to be postponed, especially any event 
that included a field trip, meeting or visit. 
Final reporting is due in just a few weeks, 
but St. Agnes School hasn’t been able to 
accomplish all that was planned. Conse-
quently, Gordon is asking to roll over part 
of the grant allowance to use next year.

Pre-COVID activities 
that used grant funding

• School/parish retreat
• Expansion of breakfast and 

snacks for students in need
• Saint of the Month holy 

cards
• Materials for Respect Life 

student posters
• NET retreat for middle 

schoolers
• Vocation Awareness Week 

activity materials
• Christmas program with all 

religious music
• Catholic Schools Week 

activities
• Cross necklaces for Catholic 

Schools Week
• Family Prayer Night materials
• 8th grade Living Stations
• Spring music program with 

all religious music

Third Grade 

Students in the third grade made a series of drawings to 
promote kindness and respect.  They are in the hallways so 
students can see them every day.



THE GOOD WORD

REMEMBER
in your prayers

Barbara Bussewitz 
Jim Endres 
Dan Etzel
Pat Fix
Ruth Geiss
Doreen Gilbertson
Elaine Gultch
Florence Krueger
Terry Larson
Pat Manganello
Marcie Means
Ervin Mirr
Theresa Potnek

Mary Joe Powalisz
Michelle Reisimer
Marie Retzer
Ethel Schalk
June Schallock
Chuck Schultz
Ann Schwartz
Gary Singer
Audrey Stippich
Bernice Stricklin
Murel Sykes
Slava Tsljar
Dan Zeck

As a parish we pray for those who need 
our support. If you know someone who 
needs our prayers and would like to add 
their name to this list, please contact the 
Parish Office at 262-781-9521 or email 
stagnes007@stagnesparish.org.

We pray for our deceased family members 
and friends:           

† Frank Setter, brother of Audrey            
   Kavanaugh
† Darrel Nuland, father of Paula Cerroni
† Andrew Cerroni, father of Andy Cerroni
† Donna Bergold 
† Bernice Stricklin
† Larry Fix
† Dan Leitner
† Rita Foster
† Rosemarie Goetz
† Vivian Jagielski, mother of Bob Jagielski
† Dewayne Stiefvater

Rest
in Peace

Our next newsletter deadline is June 4. 
Please submit any articles you’d like to see 
in the next newsletter by this date. You 
may send them to Shelly Fellin in the 
Parish Office.

Grief Ministry

Support matters to the grieving
Death in one’s family or among 

friends can be a devastating experience. 
Members of Grief Ministry offer comfort, 
support and prayers for grieving families. 
They are good listeners who offer one-to-
one support and mutual comfort.

One of the most visible activities of 
Grief Ministry is the creation of the annual 
butterfly banner commemorating our 
deceased loved ones during the month of 
November. Grief ministers also send three 
sympathy cards to families in the year fol-
lowing a death. 

They plan and attend a Mass of 
Remembrance scheduled on the first 
Saturday in December. Other than during 
this year’s pandemic, they host a breakfast 
afterwards for the families of the year’s 
deceased with a presentation on bereave-
ment. Each family receives a hand-sewn 
angel ornament with their deceased fam-
ily member’s name stitched on it.

If you are interested in helping in this 
ministry, contact Kathy Bitante at 262-252-
3857.

Environment

Garden help on May Saturdays
New gardens and landscaping rejuve-

nated the parish grounds 20 years ago and 
then again for the centennial. Even though 
parish volunteers and custodians contin-
ued caring for the gardens since then, very 
gradually the job has become overwhelm-
ing, especially for those of us from 20 years 
ago who are now that much older.

The sisters who lived in the convent 
had been caring for their gardens all those 
years, and in the past couple of years since 
they moved out, those beds have become 
overgrown with weeds.  We need a massive 
infusion of help to get this under control. 

Will you volunteer?  Even if you’ve 
never gardened before, we can show you 
what to do. Although it would be great if 
you could volunteer to work on a regular 
basis, we’re asking for help on any or all of 
the last three Saturdays in May, from 9 
a.m. to noon. Recruit your spouse, bring 
your kids and bring your gardening tools 
and gloves if you have them. We’ll have a 
few extra tools to share with you. 

If it’s misty, we’ll still work. If it’s pour-
ing, we’ll cancel. Questions? Call Linda 
Barrington at 414-587-2924 or email at 
lbarring@wi.rr.com.  

Grief Ministry 
welcomes volunteers

• Someone to type a list of 
names once or twice a year

• People to stitch angels
• Door greeters at funerals
• Host/hostess to be present 

in the lobby to answer people 
with comptquestions before 
funerals

• Someone with artistic talent 
to make bookmarks

• Facilitator for grief support 
group

• Someone with good computer 
skills

• People who can make tele-
phone calls

• People to write notes/letters 
to the recently bereaved

mailto:stagnes007@stagnesparish.org
mailto:felliinm@stagnesparish.org
mailto:lbarring@wi.rr.com
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