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Change brings new opportunities

2

Meet our new business 
manager, Dave Grunwaldt, & 
two maintenance staff, Joel 
Langkau and Matt Staedler.

Dear Parish and School family,

I am truly blessed to be the new pastor/ad-
ministrator at St. Agnes. I arrived here on Au-
gust 4 to replace Father Mark who was assigned 
to a parish in Sheboygan. As you may know, it 
was not the best of times to move into Milwau-
kee in the midst of a pandemic. However, I am 
really inspired and encouraged by the love and 
support our community has shown me with a 
friendly and welcoming spirit.

Change is not always easy for everyone, 
especially when you go to a new place. But 
change is what we all experience in this world, 
and without change there is no growth as Jesus 
Himself has taught us: “Unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; 
but if it dies, it bears much fruit” (John 12:24). 
Heraclitus, the Greek philosopher, would say 
“you never step into the same river twice.” So, 
too, with change comes new opportunities and 
challenges for our growth if we are willing to 
open our hearts to God’s grace and His plan 
just as Mary did to welcome Jesus our Savior. 

Christians around the world just celebrat-
ed the feast of the Lord’s Nativity after which 
we began another year. The past year, 2020, 
has been very tumultuous politically, socially 
and medically as many have not been fortunate 
enough to see the light of a new year! But it was 

dedicated as “Live the Gospel of Life” year by 
the U.S. Catholic bishops. In fact, Pope John 
Paul II in his encyclical, Evangelium Vitae (The 
Gospel of Life, 1995), had asked us to reaffirm 
the value and inviolability of every human life 
and appeal to all people to respect, protect, 
love and serve every human life. Thus sanctity 
of life, right to life and protection of God’s 
creation, especially the unborn, are of primary 
importance to us during this new year! 

Certainly, the year 2021 is God’s gift to us, 
just as an old adage goes, “what we are today is 
God’s gift to us and what we become tomorrow 
is our gift to God.” In this sense Christmas is a 
reminder and challenge that all can live with the 
same God-given dignity and freedom. Indeed, 
Christ the child born in a manger, represents 
all that is divine and human and helps us in the 
ordinary aspects of our life. Therefore, let us ask 
the Prince of Peace for an abiding peace which 
is much greater than anything this world can 
offer us today. May the Lord continue to bless all 
of you and your loved ones with peace, love and 
joy! Have a happy and grace-filled new year!

This mosaic and 
two others are 
on the east wall 
in the gathering 
space at the 
church entrance. 
The area below 
needs refurbish-
ment. See the 
story on page 5.
   “For God so 
loved the world 
that he gave his 
only Son, so that 
everyone who 
believes in him 
might not perish 
but might have 
eternal life.”
John 3:16:

We, the people of St. Agnes, are called by 
God as a Catholic Christian community to 
be prayerful, compassionate servants to all 
God’s people. -- Mission Statement

3
Music at Masses is limited 
because of concerns of 
transferring the COVID 
virus when singing,

4
Managing the 
St. Agnes Food 
Pantry is only one 
of Jan Endries’ 
commitments to 

helping others.

5
Staff members and 
parishioners are looking 
at ways to improve area 
below the mosaics in the 
church gathering space.

6-7
Delivering supplies 
to the Food Pantry, 
attending class 
via Zoom class, 
recording the 

Christmas concert:  all are 
part of COVID times at St. 
Agnes School.

8
Archbishop 
urges Catholics 
to prayerfully 
determine 

whether they should be 
attending Mass.

3
Check out the opportunities 
for adult faith formation, 
as well as the dates for 
the Labyrinth at the start 
of Lent.

from the Pastor

Fr. Joy Thachil, SAC
thachilj@stagnesparish.org

Clicking on headline will take 
you directly to the page.
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Behind the masks: welcome to St. Agnes Parish 

THE GOOD WORD

I have been 
a corporate 
finance and 
business man-
agement profes-
sional at Quad/
Graphics and 
GE-Healthcare 
for the past 35 
years. I walked 
away from the 
corporate lane 
without a plan in October to discover the 
second half of life. 

My wife of 33 years and I live in 
Pewaukee where we raised two children, 
now grown up. Our home parish is St. 
Anthony on the Lake. My wife, daugh-
ter and son-in-law all teach in Catholic 
schools. My daughter introduced me to 
the posting at St. Agnes and the calling 
seems to have created God's plan. 

I chair the Waukesha West Deanery 
of parishes and sit on the Archdiocese 
pastoral council. I look forward a contin-
ued journey of serving St. Agnes and our 
Catholic church.

Dave Grunwaldt
Finances

Everyone’s 
upbringing and 
background are 
different, and the 
one thing we all 
have in com-
mon is to make 
a difference. I 
have done so, by 
working in health 
care for 10 years,  
where I worked 
my way to a supervisory role. 

I then made the decision to leave 
to become my very ill mother’s primary 
live-in caregiver until her recent passing. 
We all have a common goal, to unite the 
church and community.  I’m blessed that 
God has brought us together. Together 
with you, the parishioners of St. Agnes, 
I believe we can accomplish many great 
things. My parents taught me to always 
help others and never give up. So if you 
see me and you think there is something 
that can be improved or changed, please 
don’t hesitate to ask because together we 
will make a difference.  

I recently 
retired from the 
Milwaukee Police 
Department after 
36.5 years as a 
police officer.  
Throughout my 
career, I worked in 
some of the more 
challenged areas of 
our city, trying to 
help people better their lives and protect 
our community.  After a six-month hiatus, 
I was presented with an opportunity to 
join the maintenance department here at 
St. Agnes, which I gladly welcomed.  

My wife Karen (Zoulek) and I were 
married at St. Agnes and just celebrated 
our 30th wedding anniversary.  We 
recently moved to the Village of Vernon 
where we enjoy “country living.”  Our son, 
Bryan, attended grade school at St. Agnes 
and is currently the Director of Music at 
St. Leonard Parish in Muskego.  

In my free time, I enjoy musky and 
walleye fishing here in Wisconsin, so feel free 
to tell me where all of your hotspots are!

Joel Langkau
Maintenance Staff

Matt Staedler
Maintenance Custodian

In his encyclical, Laudato Si', Pope 
Francis stresses the small things:

One expression of this attitude 
is when we stop and give thanks 
to God before and after meals. I 
ask all believers to return to this 
beautiful and meaningful custom. 
That moment of blessing, however 
brief, reminds us of our dependence 
on God for life; it strengthens our 
feeling of gratitude for the gifts of 
creation; it acknowledges those who 
by their labours provide us with 
these goods; and it reaffirms our 
solidarity with those in greatest 
need. (Laudato Si’ §227)

Pope Francis the pastor knows that most of 
the faithful are not in positions of worldly 
power. In the eyes of God, however, each 
of us wields the same influence to live sim-

ply and with gratitude, which is a trade-
mark of the saints.

And so in addition to living our faith 
among our family and friends and in our 
places of work, Pope Francis is asking us 
simply to live under the banner of “less is 
more” (§222) and to do so giving thanks to 
God always.

Of all the exhortations — great and 
small — that he’s laid before us in Laudato 
Si', the one that struck me most is his call 
to say grace before and after meals.

Odd that this seems to have been 
generally overlooked by commentators 
of the encyclical. (I haven’t heard much 
about it, have you?) Saying grace is easy 
to do. It grounds us in the great reality of 
being part of and dependent on creation. 
It draws families together. And it gives wit-
ness of your faith so that others may see in 
you a different, more peaceful way of life. 

(Yes, you have to say grace at restaurants, 
too. Even if you’re the only one saying it.)

Calling to mind a favorite saint of 
many, Pope Francis underscores why a 
simple life is so powerful:

Saint Therese of Lisieux invites us 
to practise the little way of love, not 
to miss out on a kind word, a smile 
or any small gesture which sows 
peace and friendship. An integral 
ecology is also made up of simple 
daily gestures which break with the 
logic of violence, exploitation and 
selfishness. In the end, a world of 
exacerbated consumption is at the 
same time a world which mistreats 
life in all its forms. (§230)

Originally published at CatholicEcology.net. 
Used with permission.

Pope Francis’ Encyclical, Laudato Si'

Mealtime blessing draws people together

St. Agnes staff



THE GOOD WORD

MMusic is a key part of our worship and 
tradition. At St. Agnes, a wonderful singing 
culture has been carefully developed and 
stewarded by many past music directors. 
However, over the past few months, we have 
needed to change how we worship due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Since the current 
research indicates that the virus is spread 
via respiratory droplets, this has greatly af-
fected our singing at Mass. Not only are we 
required to wear masks, but the Archdiocese 
directed us to limit singing as much as pos-
sible. The choir cannot sing together.

How do we decide which parts to 
sing and which parts to limit? Church 
documents state that the sung parts of 

most importance are the dialogues and 
acclamations followed by the antiphons 
and psalms. At St. Agnes, this means that 
the parts of the Mass – the Alleluia, Holy, 
Memorial Acclamation, Great Amen and 
the psalm – are all sung. Hymns are listed 
last in order of importance. That is why 
we have chosen to limit certain hymns. 

You’ll notice fewer verses of opening, 
preparation of gifts and closing songs. 
Often, there is no communion song. Con-
sider using this time to enter into deeper 
prayer before or after receiving com-
munion. And we don’t always repeat the 
refrain on the Gloria, which has become 
common but is not necessary.

This is a time of sacrifice and change 
for all of us. Please know that the changes 
we’ve needed to make are to ensure every-
one’s health and safety. Once it is safe to 
do so, we will begin to resume more of our 
beloved singing traditions: more verses of 
the hymns, singing out loudly and the re-
turn of choir. We do not want to discourage 
anyone from singing out in the future. We 
just need to be careful and make sacrifices 
for now to keep each other safe.

Note that as of Dec. 28, Ms. Moyer 
now works at Old St. Mary’s Parish and SS. 
Peter and Paul Parish.

Music in the time of COVID-19 Meggie Moyer

Christian Formation

Shelly Fellin
fellinm@stagnesparish.org

Adult Confirmation 2021 
As adults we are responsible for taking 

an active role in our own faith formation. 
If you haven’t received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation while in high school, con-
sider stepping out in faith and receive that 
final Sacrament of Initiation. The Sacra-
ment of Confirmation will re-ignite the 
fire of the Holy Spirit that you received at 
Baptism. The Adult Confirmation sessions 
will be held on Sundays beginning Feb. 21 
with the Sacrament being received at the 
Easter Vigil on April 3.  

RCIA — Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults 

Every year at the Easter Vigil as a 
Church we renew our Baptismal promise 
and welcome those individuals who are 
joining our family through baptism or full 
reception. In preparation for the Easter 
Vigil these catechumen and candidates will 
be introduced to the parish family as a part 
of the Rites that take place during the Mass. 

The Rite of Welcoming/Rite of Ac-
cepting will be held the weekend of Jan. 
16/17. At this Rite we welcome these 
individuals into the process of catechesis 
(learning about the faith). 

The Rite of Sending marks the begin-
ning of the purification and enlighten-
ment period for those seeking baptism or 
reception into the faith. At this Rite we 

prepare the catechumen and candidate to 
be received into the church at the cathe-
dral. This Rite usually takes place the first 
Sunday of Lent. 

During the Third, Fourth and Fifth 
Sundays of Lent, these individuals undergo 
the Three Scrutinies as they prepare for the 
Easter Vigil. We currently have one catechu-
men, Alyssa Reed, preparing for baptism. 
Please keep all candidates and catechumen 
in prayer as they continue on this journey 
into our Catholic Church family. 

Adult Faith Formation Opportunity 
Bishop Robert Barron’s Priest, Prophet, 
King Formation Program: 6 sessions

Saturday afternoons,  3 -4:30 p.m. 
Youth Room — limited to 8 people 
Meets every other week, Jan. 16-Mar. 27   

Labyrinth: Walking with God 
In the midst of Lent, make time to 

“walk humbly with God” by experiencing 
the LABYRINTH... 

Solvitur Ambulando — “It is solved by 
walking” 

The labyrinth design pictured is found 

on the floor of the cathedral in Chartres, 
France, which dates from the 12th century.    

A replica of the Chartres labyrinth is 
scheduled to be at St. Agnes during the 
week of March 19-25. Please watch for 
details wih the times and location. Printed 
guidelines and suggestions will be available 
for those new to the labyrinth.

“Year of St Joseph”
With the Apostolic Letter, “Patris corde” 

(“With a Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis re-
calls the 150th anniversary of the declaration 
of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal 
Church. To mark the occasion, the Holy Fa-
ther has proclaimed a “Year of Saint Joseph” 
from Dec. 8, 2020, to Dec. 8, 2021. 

In his Apostolic Letter, Pope Francis 
describes St. Joseph as a beloved, tender, 
obedient father who welcomed the will of 
God; a courageous and loving father who 
teaches the value, dignity and joy of work; 
and a man whose life was centered on Jesus 
and Mary. Consider how you will honor St. 
Joseph during this “Year of St. Joseph.”

Liturgy

Christian Formation

Opportunities for growth in faith, discipleship

mailto:mailto:fellinm%40stagnesparish.org?subject=


“For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith — and this is 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God.” -Ephesians 2:8a

True confessions: I’ve never 
worn the jaunty Christmas tie my 
son bought me five years ago. It’s a 
waste, I know. At the end of every 
December I shake my head and 
say, well, maybe next year. 

We ought to make good use of 
our gifts, but most of us have a 
few Christmas presents, given and 
received in love, that are forlornly 
collecting dust in a drawer or 
closet. That’s not very good stew-
ardship.

More important than a bottle of 
perfume or a loud tie, how are you 
stewarding that most precious of 
all Christmas gifts—the new life 
you have through faith in Jesus? 
Do you cherish it, honor it, make 
the most of all it has to offer? 
Because it is truly amazing. 

New life. Too many Christians 
focus exclusively on the AFTER-
life that begins when we die. But 
that’s missing out on the joy, peace 
and fulfillment that Jesus promises 
us today, what he describes as life 
abundant. You’ve doubtless seen 
evidence of this life in the cheerful 
eyes and peaceful smiles of holy 
people you’ve encountered. Light 
seems to radiate from them.

I want that life. Don’t you?
The abundant life is Jesus’ free 

gift, but it doesn’t come automati-
cally. It grows with us as we grow 
in faith through prayer, scripture 
study, worship, service and gen-
erosity – the disciplines of faith. 
In doing so, we align our hearts 
and souls with God’s purposes and 
fulfill ever more closely those two 
holy commandments to love God 
and neighbor. 

This year, don’t let your faith 
end up like a jaunty Christmas 
tie, hanging unused in the closet. 
Make the most of it and live into 
the new, abundant life Jesus prom-
ises to us all. It’s the number one 
stewardship lesson.  
Copyright ©2019, Rev. Robert Blezard, 
reprinted by permission

How do you 
use your 
perfect gift?

Stewardship profile

THE GOOD WORD

Jan Endries: making a difference
by Karen Lundean

Jan Endries’ life at St. Agnes 
began in 1966 when her family 
moved into the area, and her three 
boys enrolled in St. Agnes School. 
Time for volunteering was limited, 
but she still managed to join the 
choir and also sat on the Athletic 
Board during these years. 

Since those early days, Jan found 
many avenues to serve others. She 
was a cantor, still sings in the choir, 
is a Eucharistic minister and lector. 
She offers her help with sorting 
rummage for the Parish Festival and 
can be found calling bingo there. 
When the Catholic ID Discipleship 
program was introduced at the par-
ish, Jan accepted the invitation and 
later became a group leader.

Jan’s biggest task at hand 
now is operating the Food 
Pantry. Having the pantry 
open on Mondays from 
12 to 2 and 5 to 6:30 is 
not the only time needed 
to provide this service. It 
involves about five hours 
a week for shopping, going 
from store to store to get 
needed items at the best price. 
Jan is so grateful for the help she 

gets from others with picking up do-
nated items, stocking the shelves 

and distributing the food on 
Mondays. As there is always 

a need for extra hands, 
she would welcome your 
call should your schedule 
allow for an hour or two 
when the need arises.

Her dedication to 
volunteerism is not limited 

to St. Agnes Parish. As a 
veteran bicycle enthusiast, Jan 

has participated in the Leukemia/
Lymphoma 150-mile ride for 
eight years. 

She also enjoyed being a 
“Meals on Wheels” driver for 
three years until the pandemic 
necessitated changes to the 
program. She is an election poll 
worker and ushers at the Sharon 
Lynn Wilson Center for the Arts 
and the Sunset Theater.

Jan is busier than ever in 
retirement. She loves to travel 
(has visited 85 countries), be-
longs to four ballroom dance 
groups and is a member of the 
Vagabond Ski and Social Club. 
She has taken many Learning in 
Retirement classes and seems to 
have it well under control. 

Jan loves being busy and 
finds serving others most 
fulfilling.

“We wear masks and rubber gloves when we’re with people 
in the Food Pantry,” Jan Endries said. “Each person sanitizes 
their hands before entering and we provide masks for those 
who don’t have them.”

For eight years, Jan Endries completed the 150-mile Leukemia 
Lymphona Scenic Shore bike ride.



Environment

THE GOOD WORD

Recessed flooring areas in front of 
two large mosaics in the church gathering 
area have been filled with wood chips. The 
potted plants setting there were an effort to 
beautify the area. It has been in need of a 
make-over for some time.

Although there was some discussion 
about how to do that, nothing happened 
because funding for the potential improve-
ments ran out. COVID hit and the project 
fell apart.

When Dave Grunwaldt was hired, he 
noticed that the mosaics were beautiful. “I’d 
like to see this project get done,” he said.So 
he started to experiment by removing the 
plants and adding a simple light. It made a 
difference. People told him they hadn't even 
noticed that the mosaics were there. Grun-
waldt said some people told him they had 
thought it was a dumping ground of sorts.

Everyone he talked with knew St. Ag-
nes could do something more. What should 
they do? Tiling the flooring area in front of 
the mosaics became the top idea.

Fr. Joy suggested he should get some 
tiles to see what it could look like.  So 
Grunwaldt went to a few stores for samples 
to lay under the mosaics to see what colors 
would look best.

Reactions have been positive with peo-
ple asking when the project will be started. 

“It will beautify and finish off the gath-
ering space,” Grunwaldt said.

The project will need to be approved by 
the finance committee, pastoral council and 
the liturgy committee. Grunwaldt will bring 
it to finance committee with a proposal. Fr. 
Joy said he supports the project as long as 
the cost will be moderate.

If the project is approved, work may 
take place as soon as early 2021. 

All this interest has drawn attention 
to the mosaics themselves. The two large 
pieces were installed when the building 
went up in the mid-1950s. If you know who 
designed them or what all the objects repre-
sent or have other background information, 
please contact the parish office. 

This mosaic in the church gathering space focuses on this Bible verse: “For I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and 
you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.” Two complementary mosa-
ics were installed in the church gathering space in the mid-1950s when the current church was 
constructed.

Plans to beautify the mosaic area 
in gathering space under discussion

Prayer Amid an Epidemic
Jesus Christ, you traveled through 
towns and villages “curing every 
disease and illness.” At your command, 
the sick were made well. Come to our 
aid now, in the midst of the global 
spread of the coronavirus, that we may 
experience your healing love. 

Heal those who are sick with the virus. 
May they regain their strength and 
health through quality medical care. 

Heal us from our fear, which prevents 
nations from working together and 
neighbors from helping one another. 

Heal us from our pride, which can 
make us claim invulnerability to a 
disease that knows no borders. 

Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our 
side in this time of uncertainty and 
sorrow. 

Be with those who have died from the 
virus. May they be at rest with you in 
your eternal peace. 

Be with the families of those who are 
sick or have died. As they worry and 
grieve, defend them from illness and 
despair. May they know your peace.

Be with the doctors, nurses, research-
ers and all medical professionals who 
seek to heal and help those affected 
and who put themselves at risk in the 
process. May they know your protec-
tion and peace. 

Be with the leaders of all nations. Give 
them the foresight to act with charity 
and true concern for the well-being 
of the people they are meant to serve. 
Give them the wisdom to invest in 
long-term solutions that will help 
prepare for or prevent future outbreaks. 
May they know your peace, as they 
work together to achieve it on earth. 

Whether we are home or abroad, sur-
rounded by many people suffering from 
this illness or only a few, Jesus Christ, 
stay with us as we endure and mourn, 
persist and prepare. In place of our 
anxiety, give us your peace. 

Jesus Christ, heal us.

Reprinted from America with permission of 
America Press, Inc., 2020. All rights reserved. 
For subscription information, call 1-800-627-
9533 or visit www.americamagazine.org

http://www.americamagazine.org


Routines maintained in spite of COVID challenges
by Principal Chris Gordon

The mission of St. Agnes School is this – 
As one Catholic family, we are 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to 
become lifelong learners and dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ.

The St. Agnes School community is 
proud to live our Catholic identity and tra-
ditions through our daily routines. Because 
the COVID-19 pandemic has interrupted 
our daily routines, we have adjusted our 
routines to keep our traditions.

The weekly Mass and worship for 
students remains a fixture at St. Agnes 
School. Due to socially distanced seating 
protocols, the entire school community 
cannot attend at once. Currently, the first 
through eighth grade classes attend Mass 
together at 8:15 with Fr. Joy on Thursday 
mornings. Our younger students in grades 
K4 through third grade also have a special 
opportunity to gather for song, prayer and 
scripture reflection at 8:00 on Wednesday 
mornings. Led by Ms. Jackie Schulz, our 
youngest students come to understand the 

message of Christ in the context of child-
hood experiences.

The St. Agnes School community still 
gathers to pray the Rosary on the First 
Friday of each month. In September the 
weather cooperated so the entire student 
body and faculty gathered on the soccer 
field to pray. As the fall weather crept in, 
we moved our prayer indoors into the 
church.

Despite quarantines and remote 
instruction, we were also able to have a 
Christmas concert. Our families and friends 
couldn’t come in person, but we recorded 
the programs of traditional Christmas 
hymns and posted them for viewing. The 
roster of songs and the advantage of hav-
ing three professional musicians leading 
the music made for a concert that served 
as a Christmas sing-a-long that could be 
enjoyed over and over again.

St. Agnes School is also committed 
to provide both onsite and virtual learn-
ing options for our students. Most of our 
families have chosen onsite learning for 
their children and we have been proud to 
keep our building open for a large per-
centage of attendance days. Some families 
have chosen remote instruction since the 
beginning of the school year. We are pleased 
that we have been able to meet the needs of 
those students who cannot attend in person. 
An added benefit of remote instruction is 
that during periods of quarantine students 
attend remotely so that our daily attendance 
rate remains at approximately 98 percent.

Please keep St. Agnes School in your 
prayers. Pray that we are granted the gifts 
of faith and strength so that we can contin-
ue to do the will of God. Pray that we are 
granted the gift of wisdom so that we make 
the choices and decisions that will enable 
us to be effective teachers, students and 
disciples. Pray that we follow the model of 
Jesus Christ so that through our actions, 
others come to know the love of God.

We will pray for you, too. 

Jackie Schulz’s second graders watch her writing on the whiteboard as part of a lesson. Students’ desks are six feet apart and everyone is duti-
fully wearing their masks for safety.

THE GOOD WORD

School News

Our daily attendance rate 
remains at approximately 
 98 percent.” 



THE GOOD WORD

◄ K4 students 
from Holly 
Jozwiak’s class 
deliver food 
and suppies to 
the St. Agnes 
Food Pantry.

◄ A St. Agnes 
School K5 
student attends 
class remotely 
by watching 
and talking with 
his teacher, 
Mary Langford, 
on his home 
device. 

► This year’s 
Christmas Concert 
was videotaped on 

Nov. 18 and sent to 
families in Decem-

ber. It is available on 
the School page of 
the parish website.  

Music teacher Ioulia 
Ionina orchestrated 

the event with 
Cameron Hendrick-

son directing this 
song. Students were 

socially distanced 
in the church pews 

during the filming of 
the event.

◄ This eighth grade 
student takes advan-
tage of good weather 
early in the semester 
when her class met 
outdoors. Grassy 
areas are comfort-
able for students to 
spread out and keep 
their distance from 
one another.

Christian Formation   Sponsor a youth on Mission Trip 
   next summer, $50   
      (total cost is $350.00 per youth)

Christian Formation     New Bibles or Catechisms of the 
   Catholic Church, study editions, $25                               

School   (20) Chromebooks for classroom use
   $50             

We accept any amount of donation for all of these needs.



THE GOOD WORD

REMEMBER
in your prayers

Barbara Bussewitz 
Jim Endres 
Dan Etzel
Pat Fix
Ruth Geiss
Doreen Gilbertson
Elaine Gultch
Florence Krueger
Terry Larson
Pat Manganello
Marcie Means
Ervin Mirr
Theresa Potnek

Mary Joe Powalisz
Michelle Reisimer
Marie Retzer
Ethel Schalk
June Schallock
Chuck Schultz
Ann Schwartz
Audrey Stippich
Bernice Stricklin
Murel Sykes
Slava Tsljar
Dan Zeck

As a parish we pray for those who need 
our support. If you know someone who 
needs our prayers and would like to add 
their name to this list, please contact the 
Parish Office at 262-781-9521 or email 
stagnes007@stagnesparish.org.

We pray for our deceased family and 
friends:           

† Rosie Aumann
† Victoria Cissa
† Doreen Dorst
† Lois Krystofiak
† Ann Larson, sister of Jane Dougherty 
† Kyle Nieman, father of Peter & Thomas
† Ronald Nieman, grandfather of Peter 
 and Thomas 
† Ken Sawatzki, husband of Pam
† Cathryn Schmidt
† Sue Snyder, daughter of Donna 
 Ellenbecker
† Norbert Stephan

Rest
in Peace

Our next newsletter deadline is March 5. 
Please submit any articles you’d like to see 
in the next newsletter by this date. You 
may send them to Shelly Fellin in the 
Parish Office.

Mass Obligation

COVID challenges Catholics 
to decide on Mass attendance

The Mass is the celebration of the 
Eucharist, which is the source and sum-
mit of our faith. To not attend Mass is to 
deny yourself the graces that God give us 
each week through the Body and Blood of 
Jesus. In his blog posting entitled “Sunday: 
A Joyful Obligation”, Archbishop Listecki 
writes:

Our obligation to attend Sunday 
worship reflects the very character of who 
we are as Catholics. When we fail in our 
responsibility before God, we sin. Therefore, 
we need to form our consciences so that we 
can be fully informed in making decisions 
about our actions. 

Fear of getting sick, in and of itself, does 
not excuse someone from the obligation.  
However, if the fear is generated because of 
at-risk factors, such as pre-existing condi-
tions, age or compromised immune systems, 
then the fear would be sufficient to excuse 
from the obligation. 

 It is up to each individual to weigh 
their own circumstances through an exami-
nation of their conscience and determine, 
by use of their conscience, whether or not 
they are excused from the Sunday obliga-
tion. Remember, a well-formed conscience is 
upright and truthful.  Our Sunday worship 
is a joyful obligation.  It is a witness to God 
as the priority in our lives.

My decision to join St. Agnes Parish 
15 years ago was based on my experi-
ence at Mass. The atmosphere was warm, 

inviting, welcoming and friendly. I still 
feel we have a friendly family-like com-
munity yet during this past year when the 
pandemic closed churches and forced us 
to wear facemasks for our own safety and 
the safety of others our community was 
changed. The virus has changed us. 

Some people are concerned about 
returning to Mass. They are afraid of get-
ting sick or passing the virus to a loved 
one. This is a legitimate concern, but as the 
Archbishop wrote, not one that excuses the 
obligation.

According to Randy Nohl, director of 
Synod Implementation, very few, if any, 
COVID cases have been traced to someone 
attending Mass at a parish in the Archdio-
cese of Milwaukee. This is good news! 

Taking all of this into consideration 
I encourage you to reflect on the impor-
tance of Mass for yourself. I also ask you 
to be inviting and welcoming to those who 
haven’t been to Mass in a while. If you see 
people without a mask, be welcoming. We 
don’t know what challenges they are strug-
gling with that prevent them from wearing 
one. 

All the same, let us comply with the 
Archdiocese guidelines as an act of charity 
for the well-being of our entire commu-
nity. Let us respect each other, trusting 
that we all have a well-formed conscience. 
As a united community family, let us put 
our faith and trust in God as we gather 
together at Mass. 
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