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Marian celebrations, thankfulness
highlight the fall season
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Meet our new 
administrative 
assistant at St. 
Agnes School.

“If you don’t feel strong enough, try the 
Bread of Life” - Anonymous

Dear Friends at St. Agnes, 
October is a month dedicated to the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, also known as the month 
of the rosary. We just celebrated Mary’s birth-
day on Sept. 8. Soon we will be celebrating 
the Virgin Mary’s Immaculate Conception on 
Dec. 8. And on New Year’s Day we celebrate 
the solemnity of Mother of God, a unique and 
memorable day to start every new year! As 
we celebrate the special feast days of Mother 
Mary, let us pay attention to the message of 
hope, peace and salvation to all. We are always 
encouraged to seek the Blessed Mother’s pro-
tection and grace as children of God.

On Sept. 18 we hosted the International 
Pilgrim Statue of Mary and were truly privi-
leged to have our Lady of Fatima’s presence 
and intercession for the people of St. Agnes 
community during this year. The renowned 
International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Fatima 
has traveled to different nations since 1947 
spreading the message of hope and salvation to 
millions of people around the world.

We must remember with a sense of pride 
our recent Parish Festival. It was a time to en-
joy, have fun and meet with our family, friends 
and others from the neighborhood. I do 
sincerely appreciate our parishioners’ dedica-

tion and hard work in organizing and running 
the festival, thus providing an occasion for ev-
eryone to come back to church, at least in the 
vicinity of the church. I gather that everyone 
had a great time, despite occasional showers! 
People from the neighborhood also came with 
family and friends to enjoy an evening or two 
with St. Agnes parish and school community. 

Hats off to each one of you for everything 
you have done and continue to do so in sup-
porting and enriching our community fellow-
ship! Moreover, a BIG THANK YOU to our fes-
tival committee chairs, the staff, finance council, 
parish council, volunteers and sponsors!

Now that the pandemic situation is rather 
under control, let us come together as one fam-
ily to celebrate our daily life with various sacra-
ments at St. Agnes! Please do invite your family 
members, friends and acquaintances to join us 
every weekend in praising and thanking God 
for all that we are and all that we have! 

YOU are invited to participate in a ban-
quet hosted in your honor, prepared by Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. The Lord is waiting 
and counting on you to show up for our com-
munal worship every week. Welcome to ONE 
and ALL!!!

We, the people of St. Agnes, are called by 
God as a Catholic Christian community to 
be prayerful, compassionate servants to all 
God’s people. -- Mission Statement
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THE GOOD WORD

Vanessa Bracero does double duty
Vanessa is our new administrative 

assistant at St Agnes School. She’s also 
stepped in and filled the lead lunch posi-
tion, preparing all the hot and cold lunches 
for the students. 

Prior to working at St Agnes, she has 
owned multiple businesses, including a 
5-star Skincare spa in Mequon for three 
years, and she has a background in finance 
and management.  

In her spare time she enjoys time 
outdoors, cooking and spending quality 
time with her daughter (who is also a new 
addition to our school).

She is excited to step into these new 
roles and make a lasting impression on our 
students. 

School Administrative Assistant

Greetings from the New Evangeliza-
tion Team (NET).

We hope you all continue to have a 
great summer, as we are approaching “glori-
ous, fabulous FALL!” We are so fortunate 
to have ALL the seasons to enjoy. Here is 
an update on current offering and activities 
(both planned and in the planning stages) 
from your NET team:

Gift of Sunday 
Perhaps some of you were able to at-

tend a session that was presented between 
Masses. This outreach was prepared for all 
parishes by the Archdiocese. NET will now 
present condensed sessions every other 
month at All-Committee meeting nights.

Catholic ID
Please consider joining this small 

group offering to grow in your faith with 
old and new friends from Mass. This is a 
10-week series that will guide you to grow 
in the HEART and habits of discipleship. 
You will Encounter Christ and come out 
of this with Faith rejuvenated! We will be 
starting this group in the new year.  Look 
for details in January.

FORMED 
We hope you are able to take advan-

tage of this free offering from our parish. 
Diving into the beauty of the faith has 
never been easier, at home, on the go, and 
from any internet-connected device. Please 

see the flyers in the weekly bulletins for 
more information. Watch for future small 
group opportunities that will be based on 
FORMED content and guides. 

Advent Presentation
Put Sunday, Dec. 5 at 6 p.m. on your 

calendar. This presentation helps explore 
our expectations and longings while wait-
ing for the birth of Christ. This year we will 
examine the hymn, “O come, O come, Em-
manuel.” There is so much beauty buried 
in this classic Christmas song. Come and 
celebrate it with us!

Elizabeth Ministry
Elizabeth Ministry is an outreach to 

women in special times of motherhood. 
New parents receive a soft blanket at their 
baby’s baptism. Toddler bags for Mass 
are located in the Prayer Room, and the 
Rosebud program will soon return to the 
lobby as we prepare a new and improved 
space for it. 

Evangelization

Events, groups, resources for you

New Evangelization Team
Leslie Berendt, Butch Brockman, Linda 
Barrington, Shelly Fellin, Pam Matthews, 
Theresa Nadolski, Kathy Schroeder, 
Paulette Szuminski

Evangelization

It’s sharing 
good news

excerpted from a video 
by Matthew Kelly and Allen Hunt

Kelly: Everybody evangelizes 
about something. Everybody is an 
evangelist. More people evangelize 
about their iPhone than anything else. 
People evangelize about their favorite 
movie or their favorite food or restau-
rant or vacation place. Sadly, that’s the 
only good news in their lives. People 
evangelize about the best thing in 
their life. 

Hunt: Evangelization is sharing 
good news. It’s one beggar telling 
another beggar where to find bread. 
When something good happens, you 
have to tell everybody. Catholics are 
intimidated by the word evangelization. 
It’s really not complicated. It’s just shar-
ing good news. It’s offering someone a 
little hope, a little encouragement. 

Kelly: We talk about the things 
that are most important to us. We 
don’t keep them to ourselves. To 
hoard faith is a spiritual crime. People 
who are praying and growing in their 
faith, learning more about their faith, 
are going to be generous and are go-
ing to evangelize. Sometimes people 
have a yearning to evangelize but 
don’t know how to do that because 
we don’t talk about it a lot. We don’t 
model it very well as Catholics. 

Hunt: God has called us to share 
the Good News. We have to meet 
people where they are. We can’t be 
afraid to use the “F” word: we have to 
talk about our Faith. The message is 
too important to hold it in. 

Kelly: Most of the people we want 
to reach aren’t coming to church any 
more. We have to go out and find 
them and offer them an alternative 
message. 

Hunt: You share the things that 
give you joy. It’s a joyful thing to know 
God and be loved by God. It creates a 
deep joy that you want to give to other 
people. Share the joy. 
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Christian Formation

Shelly Fellin
fellinm@stagnesparish.org

Theme for the Year: The Eucharist: True Presence
Christian Formation

Christian Formation is an on-going 
process that does not end with Confirma-
tion. As adults we must always search out 
better understanding of our faith. Through 

this “better understanding” our faith 
continues to grow and evolve into a deeper 
spiritual life, one that is closer to God. 

A mature adult is someone who 
always find ways to learn more about the 
faith. FORMED is one avenue that can 
help you learn more and grow in your 
understanding of the Catholic faith. One 
program offered on FORMED is called 
“Presences.” This program explains one 
of the main tenets of our faith in a clear 
and easy to understand format. Christian 
Formation families will have an oppor-
tunity throughout the upcoming year to 
learn more about this fundamental aspect 
of Catholicism. Watch for opportunities 
for this and other studies that explore the 
sacraments for deeper understanding and 
an increase in your faith.

This new year of Christian Formation 

brings us new hope as we welcome new 
families to our program and welcome back 
those families who chose other options last 
year due to the pandemic. 

This new year also bring us new 
opportunities for learning using the 
FORMED platform. “The Eucharist: 
True Presence” is the theme of this new 
Christian Formation year. It will direct the 
content of our family gatherings and other 
supplemental formation opportunities that 
we have scheduled throughout the Chris-
tian Formation year. Watch for details as 
they become available to participate in 
these events.

Discerning God’s Call

by Deacon Matthew Ferch

By the time you all have read this, I 
will have been ordained to the Diaconate 
for about four months. I am eagerly excited 
for my ordination to the priesthood next 
May. Time has certainly flown by. It seems 
like yesterday that I was preaching for the 
first time in front of you all and giving 
praise to God for the gift of my ordination. 
Also, by the time you are reading this, I 
would have been back at school for about a 
month as well. Many of you may be asking: 
what does this final year of preparation for 
the priesthood look like?

To answer this question, I will respond 
with a short answer and a long answer. The 
short answer: we are practicing all the stuff 
a priest will normally do. The long answer: 
we are in a period of intense prepara-
tion where we learn how to celebrate the 
sacraments: the Mass, anointing of the 
sick, confessions. We also learn how to ef-
fectively run a parish and evangelize, how 
to offer spiritual direction and how to give 
good homilies. Of course, these are lifelong 
skills to completely master, but we are 
getting a good foundation, so we are able 
to have some idea of what we are doing by 

the time we get to our first assignment as 
an associate pastor.

In addition to all of this, I still have 
classes that I have to take in order to finish 
my degree. I am also working on writing 
my thesis for my master’s degree which I 
hope to defend in the spring. I am writing 

about the role of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
in the Mass. I argue that she is a power-
ful intermediary for us in the Mass. We 
should never take advantage or overlook 
what she can do for us. All of this is what 
my life consists of these days. Know of my 
prayers for you all!

New deacons study sacraments, parish leadership

St. Agnes parishioners visited St. Francis Seminary in August on one of their Out and About 
adventures.  Deacon Matt Ferch joined them for the first half of the tour, given by the rector, 
Very Rev. John Hensing. The group learned about the extensive preparation required for those 
studying to become a priest. 

mailto:fellinm%40stagnesparish.org?subject=


Stewardship

THE GOOD WORD

Brockman steps up, makes a difference
by Karen Lundean

It would seem that sometimes a person 
is born into a way of stewardship life. For 
Butch Brockman that is exactly what he 
believes was the case for him. He came from 
a very Catholic family where 
his dad’s hard work ethic car-
ried over into his parish life. It 
seemed that Dad was always 
available for any need as his 
parish was such an important 
part of his life. Butch always 
remembers his dad saying 
that if you want something 
good at church, you may have 
to give to get it.

When Butch and his 
wife, Wendy, came to St. 
Agnes 21 years ago, it was 
Butch’s turn to give of his 
time, talent and treasure. It 
didn’t take long, once Taylor 
and Charlie were in St. Ag-
nes School, for him to find 
himself immersed in their 
activities such as Drama Club, 
Boy Scouts and the athletic 
programs. 

Years ago, Frontier Days 
in August and St. Agnes Fest 
on the last day of school were the 
two important celebrations in 
Butler. In time both of these 
events ended. It was about 
two years after Fr. Tim’s ar-
rival that it was decided to 
resurrect the Parish Festival. 
That first year it was only a 
one-day event. Since the festival 

was under the umbrella of the Fellowship 
Committee and as Butch was part of that 
committee along with four other parishio-
ners, the Parish Festival as we know it now 
came to fruition. Butch has enjoyed assisting 

with the festival ever since 
then.

Butch is on Pastoral 
Council and the Evangelization 
Committee, and is a mem-
ber of the Safety Committee 
established in response to the 
COVID-19 concerns. Besides 
the setup of all the safety issues, 
this group is discerning ways to 
bring people back to church. 

Singing in the choir is 
also something that Butch 
really enjoys.

Separate from St. Ag-
nes, Butch is proud to be a 
Knights of Columbus mem-
ber. But he is most proud to 
see the fine people their two 
kids have become. One of 
Butch and Wendy’s favorite 
things to do is to spend time 
with their adult children.

Butch and Wendy like to 
joke and say that St. Agnes 

is their “Country Club,” as that is 
where most of their “spare time” 

is spent. Butch feels that he is 
fulfilling his dad’s legacy to 
give back to his parish. He 
will tell you that it feels good 
and can bring you lots of great 

friends and happiness.

Jesus taught, “Do not be afraid, 
little flock, for it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the king-
dom.” -Luke 12:32

The Bible makes it clear that 
God has given us all that we have 
and all that we are. This includes not 
just our money and possessions, but 
also our relationships, our character 
strengths, our time, our intelligence, 
the special talents and skills we may 
possess, and so much more.

Biblical stewardship invites us to 
use all these gifts in God-pleasing 
ways — not for God’s benefit, but 
for ours. We are the ones who 
benefit when we invest ourselves, 
our time and our possessions in 
ways that are in sync with God’s 
purposes. 

The more we align our lives with 
God’s purposes, the happier and 
more fulfilled we become. And why 
not? We are learning to live more 
fully as disciples of Jesus, approach-
ing more fully the abundant life he 
promised us. We grow in awareness 
and set new priorities that bring us 
closer to God.

If that sounds appealing to you, 
why not begin? Pick an area of your 
life that you’d like to align with 
God’s purposes. Maybe your rela-
tionships? Your money? How about 
your time?

Then, honestly and prayerfully 
consider: How are you using that 
gift? Talk it over with your pastor 
or prayer partner. Ask God to give 
you insight and to reveal your blind 
spots. Pray for guidance on how you 
can better use your gifts. 

It takes time, but it’s so worth 
it. When our priorities are in sync 
with God’s purposes, we are not 
only stewarding our lives well, but 
also opening the door to greater 
personal fulfillment and joy
Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. 
Reprinted by permission.

Setting good 
priorities 
to better use 
your gifts 

Butch Brockman serves on 
Pastoral Council, the Evange-
lization Committee and the 
Safety Committee.

Parishioner 
PROFILE
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Stewardship

Tithing report to the parish: 
second quarter 2021
“Since God graciously gives us everything 
we have, STEWARDSHIP is a life filled with 
sharing those same gifts of Time, Talent 
and Treasure with all God’s people.” 

This is the saying on our Stewardship 
logo (on the left-side page). As a tithing 
parish we are committed to sharing 2.5% 
of our treasure with those who need our 
financial support. Our Human Concerns 
Committee is tasked with this mission. 

For the second quarter (April-June) 
of 2021 we donated approximately $4,225. 
This is the list of organizations that St. Ag-
nes has supported with these donations: 

Alaska Radio Mission (KNOM): support-
ing oldest Catholic radio station in the U.S.

CARE: helping families escape extreme 
poverty

ERAs Senior Network Inc./Interfaith: 
serving local seniors in need 

Franciscan Sisters, T.O.R: ministering to 
the sick, poor and homeless

Hope Street Ministries: Drug and Alcohol 
Detox Center

International Fellowship of Christians 
and Jews “The Fellowship”: helping feed 
elderly Jews struggling to survive

National Shrine of Our Lady of Good 
Hope: supporting religious shrine

Repairers of the Breach: helping those 
who are homeless

Samaritan’s Purse: ministering to victims 
of atrocities

Second Sense aka Guild for the Blind: 
helping adults with vision loss

Sojourner Family Peace Center: helping 
families find hope by providing resources, 
information and support

Women’s Care Center: empowering 
women to choose life - not abortion

Wounded Warrior Project: helping 
wounded veterans

Stewardship

Stewardship launches new initiatives
Stewardship. You’ve heard the word 

often. But what does it mean? More 
importantly, what does it mean to you?  
Stewardship is so much more than asking 
for money. Stewardship is also about 
DOING. Each of us is part of the mission 
of the church, not merely funders of it. 
We each have gifts and talents that can be 
used to build up the church community 
and contribute to God’s work.

With that in mind, the stewardship 
committee is trying something new this 
year. Instead of a ministry fair, we are 
launching a Ministry of the Month. Each 
month will focus on a different minis-
try, sharing what it does and how parish 
members can become involved and use 
their time and talent. The stewardship 
committee will launch this initiative by 
taking the month of October. Here is a 
no-obligation invitation to get involved: 

Come to a stewardship meeting. We 
meet the second Wednesday of each 
month at 6:15 p.m. in the parish meeting 
room. Our next meeting is Oct. 13. It’s just 
one evening. From there you can discern 
if joining the committee is right for you.

In each issue of this newsletter, we 
have a stewardship article that features a 
parish member and his or her ministry to 
the parish and community. This month, 
Butch Brockman is featured on the facing 
page on the left. Read about his com-
mitment to St. Agnes parish and how it 
started with his father’s influence. 

The person who sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and the person who sows 
generously will also reap generously. Each 
person should do as he has decided in his 
heart — not reluctantly or out of necessity, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. 

– 2 Corinthians 9:6-7

St. Agnes Parish
Ministry Opportunities
Committee members, volunteers, 
coordinators -- at school, at church, 
at events, sometimes working 
from home -- needed for all these 
ministries.
Day School volunteers
Athletic Board
Christian Formation Committee
Liturgical Committee
Altar Society
Fellowship Committee
Evangelization Committee
Human Concerns Committee
Grief Ministry
St. Vincent de Paul Society
Prayer Ministry

Advertisement

ST. AGNES HOLLY FAIR  
NOV.13

“IT’S BACK!!”
      COME & SEE FOR YOURSELF!

Make Nov. 13 
your FIRST STOP 

for Holiday Shopping 
& invite your friends!

Time:  9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
ADMISSION DONATION $1
or one non-perishable food 

item for our Food Pantry.

Many New Crafters / Vendors! 
Hot Food & Beverages 

Bake Sale & Used Book Sale
RAFFLES  ! ! 

HOLIDAY COOKIES WANTED!!!  
DROP OFF FRIDAY, NOV. 12 – 

HAFFORD HALL

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
FOR SET UP

FRIDAY, NOV. 12,  5:30 p.m.

LOOK FOR THE “HOLLY FAIR” 
SIGN UP GENIUS SOON!!
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School News

Painting, repairs, updates undertaken in summer

Members of the “Heart Works” mission team include (front row) Zoe Kastner, Gabby Ramsey 
and Katie Papador and (back row) Tim Nolan, Kurt Harthun, Josh Dreger and Nathan Dreger. 
They spent a week painting St. Agnes school hallways. Then St. Agnes custodians Matt 
Staedler and Joel Langkau painted the hallway trimwork.

St. Agnes Parish has for many years 
sent parish volunteers, including teens, to 
less fortunate parishes in the Midwest to 
help with special projects like repairing 
homes, serving at food banks and doing 
lawn care for the elderly.

This summer the tables have been 
turned and a group of volunteers from 
nearby parishes arrived in early July 
to paint the school hallways. Being the 
recipient of others’ generosity may be a 
humbling experience. But the volunteers 
are quick to acknowledge that the experi-
ence is a really good one for them, both in 
terms of learning new skills and growing 
spiritually.

Corinna Ramsey, director of Youth 
Ministry at Good Shepherd, is familiar 
with St. Agnes where her children attended 
school. It was Ann Sherwood who told her 
about the need for painters at St. Agnes. 
Sherwood is St. Agnes’ mission coordina-
tor.  Ramsey organized the team to do 
the work here. The volunteers come from 
several parishes and are committed to their 
service and faith.

“Faith formation is important. We 
begin and end our day with prayer,” Tim 
Nolan from Good Shepherd parish said. 
“We go to daily Mass at the site where we 
work and sometimes 
go to outdoor stations 
at Holy Hill in the 
evening, depend-
ing on where we are 
working.”

Nolan is also a 
member of St. Agnes 
parish and a member 
of this “Heart Works” 
local team. Other 
group members are from St. James, St. 
Mary’s and Good Shepherd.  This is Nolan’s 
fifth summer as part of a mission team.

“My involvement with work camp 
started with my mother and sister,” Josh 
Dreger said. “We’re good friends with the 
coordinator at Good Shepherd and St. 
James, so I signed up and have been doing 
it ever since. It’s my spiritual week.”

Kurt Harthun, from St. Mary’s and St. 
James parishes, organizes the Good Shep-
herd youth groups. He has done one-week 
projects for the past two years, using a 

week of his vacation time for this. “My wife 
is the only one working around the house 
and taking care of everything this week. 
She does a ton of work at home and now 
she does even more.”

Kurt added, “I like going to work camp 
because we learn valuable skills that we can 

use in the future,” 
he said.

Zoe Kastner 
from Good Shep-
herd parish is a 
first-time volun-
teer. Her cousin, 
Gabby Ramsey, 
invited her to join 
the group this 
summer. This is 
Ramsey’s fifth 

summer. She has done mostly paint jobs, 
but she’s also served meals for the homeless.

The national organization is called, 
“Catholic Heart,” but because of the pan-
demic, the Milwaukee Archdiocese has 
restricted mission trips that involve travel 
to other areas. So this local team searched 
out volunteer work on their own, like the 
paint job here at St. Agnes.

Katie Papador is from Good Shep-
herd. “I like volunteering,” she said. “Once 
you become an adult, there’s not a lot of 

time to do volunteer work, so I like doing 
it now. I have more time.” This is Papador’s 
fifth year of summer mission work.

These mission teams do other things 
besides painting. For example, Nathan 
Dreger from St. James Parish has built a 
wheelchair ramp and rebuilt a deck.

A diocesan group from Kenosha, 
“Love Begins Here,” joined the team at St. 
Agnes for one of the work days.

Adults and teens who are interested 
in learning more about a St. Agnes mis-
sion group for next year should contact the 
Christian Formation office at cf@stagne-
sparish.org.

After their departure, the St. Agnes 
custodians, Matt Staedler and Joel Lang-
kau, set to work, painting the hallway 
trimwork, replacing a drinking fountain, 
stripping and waxing the floors in half 
the school, deep cleaning the bathrooms 
throughout the complex, and everything 
else needed to get the building clean and 
ready for the new school year.

Mark Gordon, the husband of former 
principal Christine Gordon, also spent a 
good chunk of his summer working with 
Staedler and Langkau to get the school 
ready for students. In late summer, John 
Karegeannes also worked on this when he 
returned as part-time custodian.

“I like going to work camp 
because we learn valuable 

skills that we can use in the 
future.”
Kurt Harthun, member of St. Mary’s 
and St. James parishes



Keeping up with all the changes at school

THE GOOD WORD

School News

Although everyone in school is still practicing safe COVID 
protocols, administrator Amy Retzer said, they have much to be 
thankful for this year as many things have return to normal . . . or 
near-normal. 

Students are all in their classrooms, instead of being spread 
through the St. Agnes complex. The library is open again and 
students can check out materials. No longer do people have to 
eat lunch in their classrooms; they can eat in Kemp Hall. During 
recess they can play together with other students, not having to 
be segregated into different zones for play like last year. Buddy 
classes, e.g., grades 1 and 8 and grades 2 and 7, have resumed, get-
ting together once a week.

Masks are recommended and families make the decision 
whether and how often students will wear them, but they are a 

requirement for close group work in the classroom. And students 
keep a 3-foot distance from each other, especially indoors. 

Besides the new principal, Ms. Rachel Kolbeck, other new 
adults include Mrs. Angela Grant teaching the K-3 class and Ms. 
Vanessa Bracero as administrative assistant in the school office.  

The theme for this school year is “Finding God in Every-
thing.” Teachers integrate the theme into their classwork and 
other activities.

And drama club is back again, for the 6th, 7th and 8th grade 
students of St. Agnes School and Christian Formation. Mr. Gerry 
Wolf is directing “Frozen, Jr.,” scheduled for performance on 
Thursday, Nov. 18; Friday, Nov. 19; and Sunday, Nov. 21. All the 
performances are open to the parish and community, and there is 
no cost to attend, although a free will offering is appreciated.

What is a Tuition Angel?
Tuition Angels are patrons 

and disciples who make contri-
butions of any size to provide 
tuition assistance to families 
in need of financial support. 
Through their patronage, fami-
lies are able to choose a Catholic 
education for their children and 
join in the mission of St. Agnes School: “As one Catholic family, 
we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to become lifelong learners 
and disciples of Jesus Christ.”

If you or someone you know would like to become a Tuition 
Angel, please contact our Admissions Director, Mrs. Amy Retzer, 
at 262-781-4996 or retzera@stagnesparish.org

St. Agnes is blessed with so many new people this year, from the principal, Ms. Rachel Kolbeck, to new teachers like Mrs. Angela Grant, all the 
brand-new three- and four-year-olds, as well as 17 other new students in other grades.

Christian      Sponsor a youth on Mission Trip next 
Formation    summer, $50 (or any amount)  
          (total cost: $350.00 per youth)

Christian      New Bibles or Catechisms of the Catholic 
Formation    Church, study editions, $25 (or any amount)                               

School and  (25) Chromebooks for classroom use: $50
Ch. Formation     (or any amount) 

School          Charging carts for Chromebooks
           $50 (or any amount) 

FORMED      $10 (or any amount)

mailto:retzera%40stagnesparish.org?subject=


THE GOOD WORD

REMEMBER
in your prayers

Barbara Bussewitz 
Jim Endres 
Dan Etzel
Ruth Geiss
Doreen Gilbertson
Elaine Gultch
Florence Krueger
Pat Manganello
Ervin Mirr
Theresa Potnek
Mary Joe Powalisz

Michelle Reisimer
Marie Retzer
Ethel Schalk
Chuck Schultz
Ann Schwartz
Gary Singer
Audrey Stippich
Bernice Stricklin
Slava Tsljar
Dan Zeck

As a parish we pray for those who need 
our support. If you know someone who 
needs our prayers and would like to add 
their name to this list, please contact the 
Parish Office at 262-781-9521 or email 
info@stagnesparish.org.

We pray for our deceased family members 
and friends:           

† Gordon Barrington, brother-in-law of
   Linda
† Virginia Etzel, mother of Mike 
† Albert Guiliani, father of Julie Giuliani-
   Chucka
† Jerome Langlois, 2nd cousin of Nicole 
   Kroeplin
† Luciano Miceli, husband of Chris
† Marcella (Marcie) Means
† Lori Olson, daughter of Debbie 
   (Michael) Kloss
† Anton Schleiss, husband of Mary
† Murel Sykes
† Richard Winiger, husband of Carol

Rest
in Peace

Our next newsletter deadline is Dec. 3. 
Please submit any articles you’d like to 
see in the next newsletter by this date to 
Paula Pikula in the Parish Office.

Festival comeback a success
Around the Parish

Advertisement

Steve Hilger (center), a St. Agnes School 1987 alum, installed the Welcome sign. It is now post-
ed above the playground entrance to school. Holding the banner are principal Rachel Kolbeck 
and festival co-chairs, Tanya Bissen and Michele Matthews, with Father Joy Thachil, SAC.

by Michele Matthews, Festival Co-Chair

There are still some income and 
expenses waiting to be resolved, but 
overall the festival made a decent profit. 
The biggest challenge this year was the 
increase in expenses and labor shortages.  
There were also some challenges trying to 
ensure festival goers and volunteers were 
safe and healthy during the pandemic.  
The Rummage Sale being held in the gym 
this year received overwhelmingly positive 
response. Even though it rained cats and 
dogs for a short time and the heat was al-
most unbearable, festival goers toughed it 
out, and someone even captured a picture 
of a rainbow over our festival grounds!

I think the most exciting day of the 
Festival was Sunday because we started 
with fellowship in the dining tent, fol-
lowed by an amazing concert by a group 

featuring one of our St. Agnes alums. We 
even had a visit from Father Mark Brandl 
and Father Alex Nwosu!

More about the festival is on front 
page of the St. Agnes website:  www.stag-
nesparish.org.

Michele Mat-
thews poses 
with Julie Pi-
eterick, who 
along with 
her husband, 
Bob, runs the 
Sucker Pull 
game in the 
Kids Tent. 
They help ev-
ery year with 
Festival and 
the Mission 
Party.

maiilto:info@stagnesparish.org
mailto:pikulap@stagnesparish.org


THE GOOD WORD

Dear Parishioners:

On behalf of St. Agnes community, we want to thank you for your 
support to the mission of our parish and school. It is because of 
your generosity and commitment that we are able to continue all 
our ministries, reach our initiatives, and serve our community 
through the various faith formation and educational programs. 
This is the annual financial statement for the fiscal year that just 
ended June 30, 2021, together with comparative figures from prior 
fiscal year and future budget.

Our financials for 2020-’21 show a mixed picture.  Revenue has 
been down, but lower expenses offset that decline: for example, 
part of the year we had no business manager, bookkeeper, mainte-
nance staff, and director of liturgy and music. All of that lowered 
our expenses. And a Non-Recurring Pandemic loan of $212,000 
has been forgiven. All this has been good!

That takes us to this year with a budgeted deficit of $55,000 for 
2021-’22.  With 2019-‘20 as our benchmark year, revenue is antici-
pated to be down more than $160,000.  K3 has been added to the 
school; however, K4-8 enrollment is down.   Overall, expenses are 
flat year over year; however, payroll is up due to positions being 
filled.  

Our theme for 2021-’22 is recovery.  What can we do to reduce 
expenses and increase income?

We can use your help. There are many new staff members who 
want to address a recovery plan, along with our finance council 
and parish council and you.  Each of us must ask ourselves, “How 
can we recover?”  

Here are some steps we have already taken:  

• We arranged for St. Joseph’s pastor, Fr. Adam, to live in our 
rectory, which brings us rent. How can we generate more 
rent?  

• We are replacing our fluorescent lighting with LED lighting, 
which is energy- and cost-efficient.  How can we improve our 
environment to welcome new members and students?   

• Our Festival was profitable this year. Can tithing and fund-
raising and stewardship live together? 

• We launched new website. How can we spread the word?  
• Maintenance staff has been restructured to eliminate a clean-

ing service.  How do we best serve our parish and school with 
staff and volunteers? 

What can we do as a community? Each one of us can look at our 
own pledging or special gifts to the church. We are asking you 
to pledge extra this year. We understand that some of you who 
are receiving this letter are unable to do any more than you are 
doing now. Thank you for what you are doing. For the majority of 
us receiving this letter, we can do more, and a few of us who are 
financially blessed can do a great deal more. We are asking you to 
join us in being faithful stewards of what God has entrusted to us. 
Your help is needed now more than ever. 

Peace & Blessings,

Father Joy Thachil, SAC Administrator
Greg Retzer  Treasure Trustee
David Grunwaldt  Business Manager
Ken Schroeder  Finance Council Chairperson

www.stagnesparish.org
WeShare is an easy way to donate now.  Click on the donate but-
ton on the website

“One thing that I ask of you: Never be afraid of giving. There is a 
deep joy in giving, since what we receive is much more than what we 
give.” Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta

St. Agnes Congregation – Annual Report & Budget

http://www.stagnesparish.org


ASSETS 2020-'21 2019-'20
Checking Accounts 145,292$                57,117$                
Savings Accounts 144,631$                274,433$             

TOTAL CASH 289,923$                331,550$             

Accounts receivable -$                         750$                     
Building & Property (unappraised) 1,702,927$             1,694,380$          
Restricted Funds 665,242$                543,832$             

TOTAL ASSETS 2,658,092$             2,570,512$          

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES
Current Liabilities
Accounts payable 3,912$                    3,842$                  
Deferred Revenue 30,907$                  242,736$             

TOTAL LIABILITIES 34,819$                  246,578$             

Restricted Funds
Parish Endowment Fund 442,425$                377,893$             
School Endowment Fund 187,574$                159,584$             
Restricted Funds - School 29,778$                  24,210$                
Scrip inventory 12,710$                  6,355$                  

TOTAL RESTRICTED 672,487$                568,042$             

Operating Fund 165,042$                (2,641)$                 

Building and property 1,785,743$             1,758,533$          

TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCES 2,658,092$             2,570,512$          

2020-'21 2019-'20
BUDGET 
2021-'22

REVENUE
Contributions

Envelopes - Tithing 537,165$                585,396$             582,000$             
Offertory & Holy Days 41,227$                  45,511$                44,900$               
Bequests & Memorials 14,470$                  4,700$                  8,000$                 
Other 24,937$                  16,351$                12,000$               

Program Revenue -$                     
Day School & Day Care 932,889$                1,046,118$          969,500$             
Christian Formation 5,022$                    12,120$                12,600$               

Other Revenue -$                     
Rentals 2,650$                    16,861$                6,500$                 
Activities & Ministries 37,098$                  78,897$                49,300$               
Other -$                         14,377$                30,200$               
Parish Rebate program -$                         56,229$                -$                     

TOTAL REVENUE 1,595,458$             1,876,560$          1,715,000$         

EXPENSES
Adminstrative

Salaries & Benefits 161,265$                182,719$             189,000$             
Assessments (Archdiocesan & Others) 75,999$                  69,603$                67,900$               
Parish Rebate program 58,169$                -$                     
Other 15,657$                  28,967$                14,950$               

Liturgy & Music
Salaries & Benefits 51,510$                  50,161$                56,450$               
Other 12,088$                  14,511$                11,600$               

Day School & Day Care
Salaries & Benefits 771,475$                804,423$             940,150$             
Other 97,902$                  115,655$             92,380$               

Christian Formation
Salaries & Benefits 85,206$                  55,554$                84,000$               
Other 9,242$                    9,170$                  23,385$               

Activities & other ministries 8,022$                    63,511$                33,200$               
Direct Assistance / Human Concerns 13,489$                  15,205$                14,500$               
Building & Grounds

Salaries & Benefits 53,944$                  57,492$                48,300$               
Utilities 61,660$                  67,114$                67,600$               
Repairs & Maintenance 94,504$                  182,180$             94,625$               
Insurance 27,541$                  24,923$                32,200$               

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSE 1,539,504$             1,799,357$          1,770,240$         

INCOME 55,954$                  77,203$                (55,240)$              
212,000$                

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSES

NON RECURRING: PANDEMIC ASSISTANCE

ST. AGNES CONGREGATON BALANCE SHEET
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