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Hello Families-  
 
Happy Advent! I can’t believe it’s already December. I hope all is well with 
your family as you prepare for the coming of our Savior at Christmas.  
 
Theme of the year: P.E.A.C.E—Pray Everywhere And Cherish Everyone.  
Advent is a good time to begin family prayer and other holiday traditions. It’s 
not too late to light the Advent wreath candle or start an Advent calendar. 
There are good resources online for you to use. Here is just one that offers a 
reflection on the Sunday Gospel. See the Family Resource page for infor-
mation on activities for your family this month. 
 
Adult Faith Formation: Just a reminder that we are offering an opportunity 
to learn about your faith while your child is in CF class. From 9:15-10:15 in 
the CF Room (across from the Parish Office) we are showing episodes of 
the Augustine Institute’s Symbolon program. Each episode examines a dif-
ferent aspect of the Catholic Faith in an easy-to-understand format. No need 
to prepare for anything, and no homework!! Just come and learn. 

Christmas All Family Potluck: On December 18th we have our next All 
Family Potluck. To add variety to our potluck line I will be assigning food cat-
egories for each family based on last name. Watch for an email next week 
for your food category. 

See you at Mass! 
 
God’s Peace & Blessings to you all, 
 
Shelly Fellin 

 
Immaculate Conception Morning Prayer 

 
Father, 

you prepared the Virgin Mary 
to be the worthy mother of your Son. 

You let her share beforehand 
in the salvation Christ 

would bring by his death, 
and kept her sinless 

from the first moment of her conception. 
Help us by her prayers 

to live in your presence without sin. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God for ever and ever. Amen 
 

The Liturgy of the Hours  

https://www.catholicextension.org/stories/advent2022/


Mission Trips 2023 

Once again St. Agnes will col-

laborate with St. James and 

Good Shepherd Youth Ministry 

programs for our upcoming mis-

sion trips for the Summer of 

2023. Register today to be guar-

anteed a spot on these trips: 

* Catholic Work Camp (Marshalltown, Iowa): July 

15-22; Register here for this trip. 

* Youth Works (Indianapolis, IN): July 23-28; Reg-

ister here for this trip. 

 Please contact CF@stagnesparish.org for more 

information. SIGN UP TODAY! 

 
DECEMBER SCHEDULE 

K-8 Schedule 

Dec. 2—Eucharistic Adoration; 3-6pm Church 

Dec. 4—K-8 session #10; 9-10:15am  
 
Adult Formation: Ep.4 Symbolon 9:15-10:15am;  

 
Dec. 11—K-8 session #11; 9-10:15am 
 
Adult Formation: Ep.5 Symbolon 9:15-10:15am; 
  
Dec. 18—All Family Christmas Family Time Potluck  
  9-10:15am Kemp Hall  
 
Dec. 25—No Sessions; Merry Christmas!! 

 

High School Schedule 

 Dec. 2—Eucharistic Adoration 3-6pm; Church 

Dec. 4—High School (9
th
/10

th
) session #7; 9-10:15am 

Confirmation Session #5; 6-7:30pm  
 

Adult Formation: Ep.4 Symbolon 9:15-10:15am 

Dec. 10—High School (9
th

/10
th

) Retreat; 10-6pm 

 
Dec. 11—Confirmation Candidate/Sponsor Event 
 Rite of Welcome @8am Mass; Activity after Mass 
 
Adult Formation: Ep.5 Symbolon 9:15-10:15am 

Dec. 18—All Family Christmas Family Time Potluck;  
  9-10.15am Kemp Hall  

Dec. 25—No Sessions; Merry Christmas!! 

 Special Event 

Dec. 4—Advent Event: “What Are you waiting for?” ; 
   6-7:30pm Church 

Mass Transit Cards: All families should use 

Mass Transit Cards as an aid to connect the 

Mass to your family life. These Cards are availa-

ble from your child’s catechist and are easy to 

use. Complete the back of the card for an oppor-

tunity to win a gift card or other special gifts. So 

far we have only received a few cards. Drawing 

will take place on Dec. 18th at the All-

Family Potluck. Drop your cards off this 

weekend. 

Christian Formation News 

Sign up for FORMED in 3 easy steps: 

1. Visit http://signup.formed.org/ 

2. Enter our parish zip or name 

3. Enter your name and email 

December Picks of the Month: 

Nicholas: The Boy Who Became Santa - FORMED   

  The Bible and the Virgin Mary: Episode 9: Full of 

Grace - The Bible and the Virgin Mary - FORMED  

The Mystery of Christmas by Fr. Larry Richards - 

FORMED  

St. Agnes Christian Formation 

12801 W. Fairmount Ave 

Butler, WI 53007 

262-781-6998  

www.stagnesparish.org  

Christian Formation Committee: We need 

your help! Parent involvement is the only way 

we can improve and make relevant our pro-

grams. Without you we are unable to make im-

portant decisions for our Christian Formation 

program. We meet on the 2nd Wednesday of 

each month (Aug-May).  

https://www.mygoodshepherd.org/youth/
https://www.wesharegiving.org/app/giving/WeShare-20001771?tab=home
mailto:cf@stagnesparish.org
http://www.formed.org/signup
https://watch.formed.org/videos/nicholas-the-boy-who-became-santa
https://watch.formed.org/journey-through-scripture/season:1/videos/full-of-grace
https://watch.formed.org/journey-through-scripture/season:1/videos/full-of-grace
https://watch.formed.org/the-mystery-of-christmas-by-fr-larry-richards
https://watch.formed.org/the-mystery-of-christmas-by-fr-larry-richards


Saint of the Month: St. Ambrose  

Saint Ambrose, also known as Aurelius Ambrosius, is one of 
the four original doctors of the Church. He was the Bishop of 
Milan and became one of the 
most important theological fig-
ures of the 4th century. 

Ambrose was born around 340 
AD to a Roman Christian fami-
ly. He grew up with his siblings, 
in present-day Germany. It is 
believed by many that when 

Ambrose was just an infant, a 
swarm of bees landed on his 
face and left behind a drop of 
honey. To his father, this was a 
sign that Ambrose would become someone great with a 
wonderful sense for speaking. Ambrose was educated in 
Rome, where he studied law, literature and rhetoric. Am-
brose received a place on the council, like his father, and 
was made the Governor of Liguria and Emilia around 372.  

After the former Bishop of Milan died, Ambrose attended the 
election to prevent any uproars between the Nicene Church 
and the Arians. While giving an address, the assembly be-
gan calling for him to become the next bishop. Ambrose was 
known for his Nicene beliefs, but Arians also favored him 
because he had previously shown charity in theological mat-
ters. However, being neither baptized or trained in theology, 
Ambrose refused to become the next bishop. He ran and 
attempted to hide, but his colleague gave him up. Within a 
week's time, Ambrose was baptized, ordained and duly con-
secrated bishop of Milan on December 7, 374. 

As bishop, he donated all of his land and gave his money to 
the poor. This made him widely popular and often times 
more politically powerful than even the emperor. Ambrose 
studied theology and along with his knowledge of Greek be-
gan to study the Old Testament and Greek authors. He used 
all of this new education in his preaching; his abilities im-
pressed Augustine of Hippo, who previously thought poorly 
of Christian preachers. After meeting Ambrose, Augustine 
reevaluated himself and was forever changed. In 387, Am-
brose baptized Augustine, who he had a great influence on. 
St. Monica, Augustine's mother, loved Ambrose "as an angel 
of God who uprooted her son from his former ways and led 
him to his convictions of Christ." 

St. Ambrose was generous to the poor. He considered them 
not a group of outsiders, but rather those of the united peo-
ple. To him, giving to the poor was just a repayment of God's 
resources, which were intended for everyone equally. He 
introduced reforms in the order and manner of public wor-
ship. He was known for his "liturgical flexibility that kept in 
mind that liturgy was a tool to serve people in worshiping 

God, and ought not to become a rigid entity that is 
invariable from place to place." 

Ambrose is credited with advising Augustine of Hippo 
to follow local liturgical customs. "When I am at 
Rome, I fast on a Saturday; when I am at Milan, I do 

not. Follow the custom 

of the church where you 
are," he stated. This ad-
vice remains today, and 

is translated in English as the saying, "When in Rome, do as 
the Romans do." 

Ambrose authored many of the Church's important writings 
and hymns. He is credited with composing the repertory Am-
brosian chant, also known as the Antiphonal Chant. He is 
also credited with composing the hymn "Te Deum," which is 
believed to have been written when he baptized Augustine of 
Hippo. Ambrose passed away on April 4, 397. 

St. Ambrose is the Confessor and Doctor of the Church. He 
is the patron saint of bee keepers, beggars, learning and 
Milan, and his feast day is celebrated on December 7. 
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=16  

 

Monthly Minute: Feast of the Holy Family  

 This year the Feast of the Holy Family is celebrated on 
Dec. 30th, during the Octave (eight days) of Christmas. The 
significance of the Feast unfolds when we come to under-
stand the deeper truths it reveals. It teaches us about Jesus, 
Mary, and Joseph and how their example of family life can 
help each one of us and our own families.  
 

In a beautiful address on December 28, 2011, at his 
Wednesday audience, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI spoke 
of the life of the Holy Family in Nazareth. Here is a short 
excerpt: 
"The house of Nazareth is a school of prayer where we 
learn to listen, to meditate, to penetrate the deepest mean-
ing of the manifestation of the Son of God, drawing our ex-
ample from Mary, Joseph and Jesus. The Holy Family is an 
icon of the domestic Church, which is called to pray togeth-
er. The family is the first school of prayer where, from their 
infancy, children learn to perceive 
God, thanks to the teaching and ex-
ample of their parents. An authentical-
ly Christian education cannot neglect 
the experience of prayer. If we do not 
learn to pray in the family, it will be 
difficult to fill this gap later. I would, 
then, like to invite people to rediscover 
the beauty of praying together as a 
family, following the school of the Holy 
Family of Nazareth".  
 

The Christian family is the place 
where we begin the journey toward holiness and become 
more fully human. The Incarnate Word, Jesus Christ, be-
came one of us and was born into a human family. That was 
neither accidental nor incidental. The family is where we 
learn the way to love. 
 
St. Paul wrote to the early Christians: "Brothers and sisters: 
Put on, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, 
bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if one 
has a grievance against another; as the Lord has forgiven 
you, so must you also do. And over all these put on love, 
that is, the bond of perfection." (Col. 3:12-14)  
 
The first school of prayer and practice, the place where we 
learn this new way of life called Christianity, is the first cell of 
the Church, the domestic church of the Christian family. 
Source:  https://www.catholic.org/news/hf/family/story.php?
id=44237  
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https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=16
https://www.catholic.org/news/hf/family/story.php?id=44237
https://www.catholic.org/news/hf/family/story.php?id=44237


P.E.A.C.E-Pray Everywhere and Cherish Everyone: 
This month of December let us prepare our hearts 
through acts of charity and prayer. Here are some ways 
that you can practice PEACE this month: 

• Visit Jesus in the Holy Eucharist at Eucharistic Ado-
ration in Church on Dec. 2,  from 3-6pm  

• Visit an elderly neighbor or relative as a family 

• Spend time in nature with the family at the Catholic 
Ecology Center’s Advent Candlelight Hike on Dec. 
10th.  

• Write and send Christmas Cards to the homebound. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Devoted Marriage Retreat with Damon and Melanie 

Owens of Joyful Ever After 

Saturday, December 10, 2022 
Holy Family Parish in Fond du Lac, WI 
9:00a.m. - 3:00p.m. 
Registration deadline: Dec. 5th 
For more information and to register click this link. 
 
Every marriage needs moments of enrichment, renewal, 
and a deeper understanding of having Christ at the cen-
ter. This retreat is designed to help married couples of all 
ages encounter Christ through the great gift of sacra-
mental marriage.  
 
*While the content shared is designed for married cou-
ples, dating or engaged couples as well as single partici-
pants are welcome.  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Word on Fire Institute presents: Meet the Bulmans 

Enter into the joyful life the Bulmans, a young and grow-
ing Catholic family. Parents Jason and Rachel are living 
life to the fullest with six wonderful children. 
 
Humility in Failure - Meet the Bulmans Episode 11 - 
YouTube  
 
The Gaze of Love - Meet the Bulmans Season Finale - 
YouTube  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Resources for Family Life: 
Websites: 
Family Life and Parenting - For Your Marriage  
 
Ascension Press Media: Marriage 
 
Books: 
Forever (Marriage Devotional) by Jackie & Bobby Angel 
 
Integrity Restored: Helping Catholic Families Win the 
Battle Against Pornography by Peter Kleponis  

 
This issue we focus on the 6th Commandment: 
 You shall not commit adultery (Deut 5:18)  
 
You have heard that it was said, “You shall not com-
mit adultery.” But I say to you that everyone who looks 
at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart. (Matt. 5: 27-28) 
 
God created the human race in His own image and 
within the humanity of man and women He set the 
vocation of love and communion. The sexuality of the 
person plays an important role in the vocation of man 
and woman. Each of the two sexes is an image of the 
power and tenderness of God. The union of man and 
woman in marriage is a way of imitating in the flesh 
the Creator’s generosity. The traditions of the Church 
has understood the Sixth commandment as encom-
passing all of human sexuality. (CCC 2331-2336) 
 
When we successfully integrate our sexuality into our 
physical and spiritual life as a complete and mutual 
gift to another we practice chastity, therefore the vir-
tue of chastity involves the integrity of the body and 
the integrality of the gift. Chastity involves the appren-
ticeship of self-mastery which is a training in human 
freedom. The alternative is clear: either man governs 
his passions and finds peace, or he lets himself be 
dominated by them and becomes unhappy. The virtue 
of chastity is under the cardinal virtue of temperance, 
which seeks to permeate the passions and appetites 
of the senses with reason. (CCC 2337-2341) 
 
Offenses against chastity involve the scandal and 
misuse of sexuality with oneself and another. St. Paul 
wrote in his letter to the Galatians about the desires of 
the flesh that work against the Spirit. (see Gal. 5:19-
21). The list includes lust, pornography, and homo-
sexual practices just to name a few. (see CCC 2396) 
The love of husband and wife and the dignity of Mar-
riage are also areas covered by the sixth command-
ments. As the commandment states adultery is an 
offense against marriage, as is divorce.  

The Sixth Commandment gives us clear instructions 
on how to live with integrity within ourselves and our 
neighbor.   

The Sixth Commandment - YouTube  
 
The Sixth Commandment: Marital Fidelity - 
Christian Morality: The Faith Lived - FORMED  

 
What is a Holy Family? - Catholic Stand  
 

St. Agnes Christian Formation 

12801 W. Fairmount Ave 

Butler, WI 53007 

262-781-6998  

www.stagnesparish.org  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/advent-candlelight-hike-and-snowshoe-tickets-441227833327?mc_eid=06e7050bc6&mc_cid=1e91f12971
https://archmil.regfox.com/devoted-december-2022
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xeqfetStQt4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xeqfetStQt4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xeqfetStQt4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sFs-dIafn2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sFs-dIafn2U
https://www.foryourmarriage.org/family-life-parenting/
https://media.ascensionpress.com/?s=marriage
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https://www.amazon.com/Forever-Catholic-Devotional-Your-Marriage/dp/0819827436/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1511071224&sr=8-1&keywords=jackie+and+bobby+angel&dpID=51C1cICutvL&preST=_SY344_BO1,204,203,200_QL70_&dpSrc=srch
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/galatians/5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/galatians/5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdZYffmKpxI&list=PL957546421949053F&index=69
https://watch.formed.org/echo-with-bishop-donald-hying/season:3/videos/the-sixth-commandment-marital-fidelity
https://watch.formed.org/echo-with-bishop-donald-hying/season:3/videos/the-sixth-commandment-marital-fidelity
https://catholicstand.com/what-holy-family/

