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On Saturday, July 31 your 
10th-12th grade high 
school students are invit-
ed to encounter Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit like never 
before. “Get Out of the 
Boat” will transform them 
into the person God creat-
ed them to be. Led by re-
treat leader Dave Kins-
man, and our very own 

Dawn Kinsman, this expe-
rience with truly be an 
energetic and life chang-
ing opportunity. Friends 
are welcome. Please con-
tact CF office at 
cf@stagnesparish.org to 
register. 
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Hello Families- 
 
Happy Summer! It’s hard to believe that July is right around the corner. For some 
the 4

th
 of July marks the “half-way” point of summer. For me summer is just getting 

started! In my last newsletter I mentioned that we were launching a new parish web-
site. Well, as most big projects go we had some delays. But, after much work getting 
the last details in place we go live in early July. 
 
After a challenging year it is time to re-engage in your faith. On Sundays in July and 
August from 9:30-10:15am I will facilitate small group discussions on the Archbish-
op's new theological reflection “The Gift of Sunday”. This document is easy to read 
and important to understand. Please let me know if you plan to join me.  
  
Have you heard about FORMED? This is a great multi-media streaming platform 
that has a variety of movies, music, audio talks, and presentations various of topics 
of the Catholic Faith. There is even a good selection of programing for kids, middle 
school and high school youth. Check it out this summer! 
 
As you begin to plan for the new school year don’t forget to schedule volunteer time. 
If you are new to volunteering at St. Agnes we invite you to give it a try. We have 
several opportunities in a variety of areas. For those interested in working or volun-
teering with children you will need to complete the Safeguarding All God’s Children 
session to be certified. The registration and training session are both done on-line 
for your convenience.  
 
 Did you know the Christian Formation Committee supports the spiritual growth of all 
parishioners? Join us in this mission and become an active member of your parish 
by assisting the Christian Formation team in the planning the programs for the up-
coming year. Our next meeting is Wednesday, August 11 at 6:00pm. This meeting 
will begin in the church and conclude around 7:30pm. Come for one meeting and 
see what we are all about. Contact Shelly Fellin if you are interested in joining us. 
 
See you at Mass! 
 
God’s Peace & Blessings to you all. 
Shelly Fellin 

A Summer Prayer 
 
 

Long warm days... 

The pace of life slows... 

A time for picnics and rest in the shade... 

Lord, help me to rest awhile in the cooling shade of your presence. 

Slow down my restless heart and fill me with 

gentle compassion for all your people. 

- Author Unknown 

mailto:cf@stagnesparish.org
https://watch.formed.org/top-recommendations-for-elementary-school
https://watch.formed.org/top-recommendations-for-middle-school
https://watch.formed.org/top-recommendations-for-middle-school
https://watch.formed.org/top-recommendations-for-high-school
https://www.archmil.org/Offices/Safe-Environment.htm


July 4—Independence Day—Join others from St. Agnes and participate in the Butler parade this year! 

July 17—High School Open Gym 7:00-9:30pm 

July 24—Middle School Open Gym 7:00-9:30pm 

July 31—”Get Out of the Boat” Summer Youth Retreat (for 10th-12th grade) 10:00-6:00 

July 31—High School Open Gym 7:00-9:30pm 

Aug 7—Middle School Open Gym 7:00-9:30pm 

Aug 20—CF Registration Deadline 

Aug 27-29—Parish Festival 

 

Catechist Corner 
This month we feature Denise Wesserle. Denise is a 
parishioner of Blessed Savior Parish. She joined our 
group of catechists when the CF program at her parish 
was put on hold due to lack of staffing. She will be start-
ing her 3rd year as our 6th grade catechist. Here are her 
answers to the following questions: 

Why did you become a catechist? My inspiration was 
and remains the words of Jesus to his disciple Peter: 
“Feed my lambs.” (John 21:15) 

What do you enjoy about being a catechist? Sharing 
stories - not just Bible stories but synopsis of things that I 
have read and experiences from my own life. 

What is your favorite color? Pink - in all shades from 
blush to peach to fuchsia. 

Name three thing you enjoy doing in your free time. 

1) Reading 2) Visiting/browsing through libraries and 
bookstores. 3) Attending concerts/operas listening to 
music. (I haven't been able to enjoy 2 & 3 since COVID 
started, so I browse books on Amazon and listen to Clas-
sic FM on Facebook.) 

If you could listen to only one type of music 
for one full year, what type of music would 
you choose? Classical - What is nice about 
Classic FM on Facebook is that they include ren-
ditions of classic folk songs.  
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Summer Open Gyms Nights 

Open Gym nights are back! We are here for your 6th-
12th grade student to hang out with their friends and 
have some fun in the gym. See the Calendar above for 
the specific nights for middle school students and high 
school students. Permission forms are available at the 
door. One parent is needed to sign-off before they can 
participate. See you there! 

Christian Formation News 

Registration for this fall is now open. This year all 
registration and payments to sign up your children/
youth in our religious ed/Christian Formation pro-
gram can be done on-line through our website. If 
you prefer you can also fill out a paper form and 
mail with payment to the Christian Formation Office. 

Registration fees have gone up slightly this year. 
This nominal increase helps cover the cost of run-
ning our program.  

Registration Fees – 2021-2022 Christian Formation 
programs, grades K3-Confirmation: 

For registrations received by August 20, 2021:  

$125.00 for one child enrolled 

$250.00 for two children enrolled 

$325.00 for three children enrolled      

Add $75 for each successive child beyond three. 

Additional Fees:  

Grade 2 - First Sacraments  - $35.00 

Retreat Fees:        

Grade 6 – 10 = $35.00 per student 

Confirmation - $95.00 per student 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS AUGUST 20th 

Registrations received after that date will be 
charged an additional $50.00 per student. Families 
in need of financial assistance should contact the 
Christian Formation office to make arrangements. 
No family or child will be excluded because of finan-
cial limitations. 

Any questions? Contact: CF@stagnesparish.org   



 
Monthly Minute: August-Transfiguration of the Lord 

Undoubtedly, the purpose of the transfiguration of Christ 
into at least a part of His heavenly glory was so that the 
"inner circle" of His disciples could gain a greater under-
standing of who Jesus was. Christ underwent a dra-
matic change in appearance in order that the disciples 
could behold Him in His glory. The disciples, who had 
only known Him in His human body, now had a greater 
realization of the divinity of Christ, though they could not 
fully comprehend it. That gave them the reassurance 
they needed after hearing the shocking news of His 
coming death. 
 
Symbolically, the appearance of Moses and Elijah rep-
resented the Law and the Prophets. But God's voice 
from heaven " "Listen to Him!" - clearly showed that the 
Law and the Prophets must give way to Jesus. The One 
who is the new and living way is replacing the old. He is 
the fulfillment of the Law and the countless prophecies 
in the Old Testament. Also, in His glorified form they 
saw a preview of His coming glorification and enthrone-
ment as King of kings and Lord of lords.  
 Taken from: GotQuestions.org  

Year of St. Joseph—A Beloved Father 

The greatness of Saint Joseph is 
that he was the spouse of Mary 
and the father of Jesus. In this 
way, he placed himself, in the 
words of Saint John Chrysostom, 
“at the service of the entire plan of 
salvation”. 
 
Saint Paul VI pointed out that Jo-
seph concretely expressed his 
fatherhood “by making his life a 
sacrificial service to the mystery of 
the incarnation and its redemptive 
purpose. He employed his legal 
authority over the Holy Family to devote himself com-
pletely to them in his life and work.”  
 
Thanks to his role in salvation history, Saint Joseph has 
always been venerated as a father by the Christian peo-
ple. Innumerable holy men and women were passionately 
devoted to him. Among them was Teresa of Avila, who 
chose him as her advocate and intercessor, had frequent 
recourse to him and received whatever graces she asked 
of him. Encouraged by her own experience, Teresa per-
suaded others to cultivate devotion to Joseph. 
 
As a descendant of David (cf. Mt 1:16-20), from whose 
stock Jesus was to spring according to the promise made 
to David by the prophet Nathan (cf. 2 Sam 7), and as the 
spouse of Mary of Nazareth, Saint Joseph stands at the 
crossroads between the Old and New Testaments. 
 
Excerpt from: PATRIS CORDE (With a Father’s Heart) 
Apostolic Letter from Pope Francis 
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Saint of the Month: St. Kateri Tekakwitha 

St. Kateri Tekakwitha was 
born in 1656 to and Algon-
quin mother and a Mohawk 
chief. She is the first Native 
American to be recognized 
as a saint by the Catholic 
Church.  

She contracted smallpox 
as a four-year-old child 
which scarred her skin and 
face. As a youth these 
scars were a source of hu-
miliation and embarrass-
ment and she was often 
seen wearing a blanket over her face to hide them. Unfortu-
nately, her entire family died during the smallpox outbreak 
which resulted in Kateri being raised by her uncle, who was 
also a chief of a Mohawk clan. 

Kateri was known as a skilled worker, who was diligent and 
patient. When her adoptive parents proposed a suitor to 
her, she refused to entertain the proposal. They punished 
her by giving her more work to do, but she did not give in. 
Instead, she remained quiet and diligent. Eventually they 
were forced to relent and accept that she had no interest in 
marriage. 

At age 19, Kateri Tekakwitha converted to Catholicism, tak-
ing a vow of chastity and pledging to marry only Jesus 
Christ. Her decision was very unpopular with her adoptive 
parents and their neighbors. Some of her neighbors started 
rumors of sorcery. To avoid persecution, she traveled to a 
Christian native community south of Montreal. 

According to legend, Kateri was very devout and would put 
thorns on her sleeping mat. She often prayed for the con-
version of her fellow Mohawks. According to the Jesuit mis-
sionaries that served the community where Kateri lived, she 
often fasted and when she would eat, she would taint her 
food to diminish its flavor. On at least one occasion, she 
burned herself. Such self-mortification was common among 
the Mohawk. Her practices of self-mortification and denial 
may not have helped her health. Sadly, just five years after 
her conversion to Catholicism, she became ill and passed 
away at age 24, on April 17, 1680. 

Her name, Kateri, is the Mohawk form of Catherine, which 
she took from St. Catherine of Siena at her baptism. She is 
informally known as Lily of the Mohawks. Her feast 
day is July 14. She is the patron saint of the envi-
ronment and ecology. 

“Despise the discourse of those who have no 
faith.” – St Kateri Tekakwitha  

https://www.gotquestions.org/transfiguration.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html#_ftn8
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html#_ftn8

