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Service Hours Opportunity!   

During the basketball tournaments in 
January, we will need a scorekeeper 
and someone to run the scoreboard 
for every game.  That could mean as 
many as 192 possible service 
hours.  If you’re interested in learn-
ing how to do it and picking up those 
service hours, contact Coach Pieters 
at gopieters@gmail.com.  He’ll have 
a couple trainings in November.   

Also, all 9th & 10th grade students 
need to return the Works of Mercy/
Service & Worship Opportunities 
form ASAP. Thank you to those who 
have already done so.  
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Hello Families- 
 
The month of November brings to mind holiday celebrations and family memo-
ries. As a church we celebrate All Saints Day on Nov. 1st and All Souls Day on 
Nov. 2nd.  Later this month we gather with our family at the Thanksgiving ta-
ble. These liturgical celebrations remind us that we are all one Family in Christ. 
We honor our Saints in Heaven and our dearly departed loved ones early in 
the month and then give thanks and praise to God for all His goodness at the 
end of the month. Let’s spend some time in November reflecting on our univer-
sal family, the Church. 
 
Starting this month I am including a link to some FORMED videos or talks that 
connects with our Liturgical Calendar. Check out page two for my FORMED 
Picks of the Month along with the Sign-up Info.  
 
A good Christian Formation program is supported by good parents who are 
invested in the faith formation of their children. Are you one of those parents 
who is looking for quality faith formation? Please consider becoming a member 
of the Christian Formation Committee. We are waiting for you to join us. Your 
input is important to the growth of our CF program. 
 
See you at Mass! 
 
God’s Peace & Blessings to you all. 
Shelly Fellin 

 

If the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is Thank You that will be 
enough. —Meister Eckhart  

Thanksgiving Is 

Thanksgiving is 
a time of gratitude to God, our Creator and Provider, 

whose guidance and care go before us... 
and whose love is with us forever. 

Thanksgiving is 
a time to reflect on the changes, 

to remember that we, too, grow and change 
from one season of life to another. 

Thanksgiving is 
a time of changing seasons, when leaves turn golden 

in Autumn's wake and apples are crisp 
in the first chill breezes of fall. 

Let us remember the true meaning of Thanksgiving. 
As we see the beauty of Autumn, 

let us acknowledge the many blessings which are ours... 
let us think of our families and friends.. 

and let us give thanks in our hearts. 

- Author Unknown 
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Nov. 1—All Saints Day  Mass at 7pm 

Nov. 2—Eucharistic Adoration in church 4:00-6:00pm   

Nov. 7—Class for K5-10; Confirmation Class #3  Nov. 13/14—Confirmation Retreat (off site) 

Nov. 14—Class for K5-10           Nov. 18, 19, 21—Drama Club Production: Frozen Jr.  

Nov. 21—Class for K5-8; Family Time for HIGH SCHOOL students and ALL Parents (in Hafford Hall)  

Nov. 25—Thanksgiving 

Nov. 28—1st Sunday of Advent - NO CLASS 

 

Catechist Corner 

This month we feature Lesley Chisholm. She has been 
the 10th grade catechist for many years. Here are her 
answers to the following questions: 

Why did you become a catechist? I became a cate-
chist because my oldest was in 10th grade and there 
was not a teacher for that grade so I decided to be the 
teacher because I could to do more, get involved in a 
deeper level with my Catholic faith. I went into it with the 
thought I will try it for just one year. Here I am however 
many years later still learning more every year.  
What do you enjoy about being a catechist? I enjoy 
getting more out of teaching than I give. Yes, there are 
days when I think, it would be easier to stay home, but 
once I get into the room, I see these young faces, I want 
these awesome kids to become as excited about Jesus 
and being Catholic as I am!  
What is your favorite color? I do not have a singular 
favorite color, I like bright shades of almost every color.  
Name three thing you enjoy doing in your free time. 
I love being with my family, and doing thing with them. I 
love going for bike rides as a family, taking road trips to 
go see one of the girls who has moved out, and I love 
all the holiday traditions we have created as a family. I 
also love cooking for my family and eating together.  I 
love going for a run, but the knees are showing the 
years of abuse in doing this.  
If you could erect a lighthouse that would guide all 
human beings toward one particular virtue, which 
virtue would it be?  
I would erect a lighthouse to guide all humans toward  
temperance. Temperance is resistance in behavior. It is 
not acting impulsively for ones own gratitude but re-
specting others and creating a balance of interest be-
tween self and others. It is putting others before you, 
imagine a world where we all did this!!  

 Mission Trips 2022 
 

Join us on Nov. 21 for a Meet & Greet in the 
lobby after  the 8:30 and 10:30 Masses with 
past work campers to learn about the experi-
ence of Mission Trips.  They will be available 
to answer any questions and share what 
they learned from their experience on mis-

sion trips. Register here for a spot on one of the traveling 
Mission Trips for the Summer of 2022 offered through St. 
Agnes/Good Shepherd/St. James Parishes.  
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12801 W. Fairmount Ave 

Butler, WI 53007 

262-781-6998  

www.stagnesparish.org  

Monthly Minute: Thanksgiving  

As Catholics the word “Thanksgiving” has a special 
meaning for us. The Greek word for Thanksgiving is 
Eucharist so every Mass is a Thanksgiving celebra-
tion. As Americans we celebrate Thanksgiving in 
commemoration of the shared meal between the 
Native Americans and the Pilgrims of New England 
in the 1620’s. But did you know that the Thanksgiv-
ing feast has a Catholic origin dating back to the 
16th century? Check out these two articles on the 
first Thanksgiving meals that history books don’t tell 
us about. 

The Catholic Origins of 
Thanksgiving! 
(catholiceducation.org) 

Catholic Thanksgiving - 
Catholic Stand  

Sign up for FORMED in 3 easy steps: 

1. Visit http://signup.formed.org/ 

2. Enter our parish zip or name 

3. Enter your name and email 

November Picks of the Month: 

Who are the Saints? 

Our Eternal Destiny 

Jesus is... 

https://www.stagnesparish.org/mission-trips
https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/controversy/common-misconceptions/the-catholic-origins-of-thanksgiving.html
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https://catholicstand.com/catholic-thanksgiving/
https://catholicstand.com/catholic-thanksgiving/
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https://watch.formed.org/videos/who-are-the-saints
https://watch.formed.org/videos/our-eternal-destiny
https://watch.formed.org/jesus-is-by-fr-mike-schmitz


 
Saint of the Month: St. Martin of Tours 

Saint Martin of Tours was born in modern day Turkey in 
either the year 316 or 336 AD. He grew up in Northern 
Italy where his father was assigned to a military post. Mar-
tin's parents were pagans, but at the age of 10, Martin 
chose to respond to the call of the Gospel and become a 
Christian. 
 
At the age of fifteen, he followed his father into the cavalry 
corps of the Roman military. As a young soldier, Martin 
encountered a beggar in Amiens who was naked despite it 
being very cold. Martin removed his cloak and with his 
sword, he cut it in half. He gave this half to the beggar and 
dressed himself in the remnant. That night, Martin had a 
vision in which Christ appeared to him. The vision spoke to 
him, "Martin, a mere catechumen has clothed me." A cate-
chumen is one who is being instructed in the Christian faith 
and Martin was deeply dedicated to it. 
 
About the age of 20, Martin became 
the first recognized conscientious 
objector in recorded history when he 
announced that he would no longer 
fight, following his formed Christian 
conscience. Martin was subsequently 
released from military service. Now 
out of the military service, Martin 
could fully dedicate himself to service 
of Jesus Christ and the Church.  
 
He traveled to Tours where he began 
studying under Hilary of Poitiers, who 
is now recognized as a doctor of the 
Church. According to several ac-
counts, Martin led many to faith in Jesus Christ, even his 
own mother. Martin attempted to persuade his father to 
embrace faith in Jesus Christ, but as far as we know, his 
father refused.  
 
He became involved in countering the Arian heresy, which 
denied the divinity of Jesus Christ and established at least 
two monasteries from which he worked to bring people to 
faith in Jesus Christ and Baptism into His Church. He was 
an extraordinary evangelist.  
 
In 371, He was ordained to the office of Bishop for the city 
of Tours and even though he did not really want the office, 
he became a holy and hardworking Bishop. As a Bishop 
Martin established a system of parishes to manage his 
diocese. He made a point to visit each parish at least once 
a year. Martin also combated paganism, particularly the 
Druid religion which was still prevalent at the time. He pas-
sionately and faithfully proclaimed the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and won many to the Christian faith.  
 
Martin died in 397. He is the patron of the poor, soldiers, 
conscientious objectors, tailors, and winemakers and his 
feast is on November 11.  

St. Martin of Tours - Saints & Angels - Catholic Online  

Year of St. Joseph—A Creatively Courageous  
Father  

 
[Creative courage] emerges especially in the way we 
deal with difficulties. In the face of difficulty, we can 
either give up and walk away, or somehow engage 
with it. At times, difficulties bring out resources we did 
not even think we had. As we read the infancy narra-
tives, we may often wonder why God did not act in a 
more direct and clear 
way.  
 
Joseph was the man 
chosen by God to guide 
the beginnings of the 
history of redemption. He 
was the true “miracle” by 
which God saves the 
child and his mother. 
God acted by trusting in 
Joseph’s creative cour-
age. Arriving in Bethle-
hem and finding no lodg-
ing where Mary could 
give birth, Joseph took a stable and, as best he could, 
turned it into a welcoming home for the Son of God 
come into the world (cf. Lk 2:6-7). Faced with immi-
nent danger from Herod, who wanted to kill the child, 
Joseph was warned once again in a dream to protect 
the child, and rose in the middle of the night to pre-
pare the flight into Egypt (cf. Mt 2:13-14).  
 
So too, our lives may at times seem to be at the mer-
cy of the powerful, but the Gospel shows us what 
counts. God always finds a way to save us, provided 
we show the same creative courage as the carpenter 
of Nazareth, who was able to turn a problem into a 
possibility by trusting always in divine providence. 
If at times God seems not to help us, surely this does 
not mean that we have been abandoned, but instead 
are being trusted to plan, to be creative, and to find 
solutions ourselves. Indeed, Jesus and Mary his 
Mother are the most precious treasure of our faith. 
 
God trusted Joseph, as did Mary, who found in him 
someone who would not only save her life, but would 
always provide for her and her child. In this sense, 
Saint Joseph could not be other than the Guardian of 
the Church, for the Church is the continuation of the 
Body of Christ in history, even as Mary’s motherhood 
is reflected in the motherhood of the Church. From 
Saint Joseph, we must learn that same care and re-

sponsibility. We must learn to love the child and 
his mother, to love the sacraments and charity, to 
love the Church and the poor.  
 
Excerpt from: PATRIS CORDE (With a Father’s 
Heart) Apostolic Letter from Pope Francis 
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The Gift of Sunday: Sunday is Natural and Intentional  

The Book of Genesis shows us how the created world was in right relationship with 
itself and oriented totally toward God. The Fall of Humanity in the garden of Eden 
shattered that harmony and thus sin and slavery entered the world. This slavery 
has manifested in several forms with work being one that has occupied human 
history from the beginning of time (Gen 3:17-19).  

As we struggle to regain the harmony that God intended for us from the beginning 
we continue to rely on our own power to find rest with no avail. But God, in His love 
for us, sought to re-establish His covenant with us. He gave us the law as His rem-
edy for our pain and suffering that seems to overwhelm us. This law re-orients us 
back to right relationship with God and with our neighbor. The cornerstone of this 
law is the Third Commandment: to keep Holy the Sabbath as a day of worship and rest.  

When this law is followed properly we see restoration in the created order. But when we often fail to follow it we 
fall into a cycle of destruction. “Sunday is the heart of the renewal of the cosmos and of the entire fallen world. 
The Law of Sunday, the obligation in love of Sunday, is given to rescue us from ourselves by fully redirecting our 
attention towards God.” [para. 12] 

For Sunday to restore the created world we need to return to the proper form of worship. “Worship is the act of 
turning one’s heart, mind, body, and soul to face God directly. Worship is an intentionally unproductive action by 

any measurements of our earthly existence. It is not supposed to “produce,” or “accomplish” anything in the realm 
of the merely material. In this way, our participation in an intentionally other-worldly activity, each week, rescues 
us from the slavery of production.” (para. 14 emphasis added) We cannot attain the rest that we need to restore 
ourselves (and the created world) unless we truly participate in right worship on Sunday. Resting in God gives us 
the true rest of heaven we desire. 

Here are some additional thoughts for reflection:  
 

• We live in a time of increasing awareness of our need to be careful stewards of the goods of creation. We are 
no stranger to laws and mechanisms that facilitate the conservation of precious resources, and our daily rou-
tines are modified more and more each day to bring about a smaller “ecological footprint.” A widespread cul-
tural observance of Sunday as a true day of rest is a needed spiritual remedy to our habits of over-
consumption. Our desire to consume the goods of creation is a wound from the Fall of Eden and it requires a 
healing remedy that is spiritual.  

 

• Just because we can build, manufacture, create, or do something does not mean that we should do so. The 
human capacity to bend the created world around our own ideas and purposes knows no limits, especially as 
we build very impressive devices to maximize our capacity for work. Yet, we do not seem to be any happier, 
calmer, or less busy for all our “advancements.” Sunday is a much-needed boundary or limit on our insatiable 
appetite for maximizing our potential through things that we create. Sunday makes needed room for the 
deeper sources of happiness that come from God alone.  

 

• The day of Sunday itself has to be firmly tied to routines that keep it from getting swept away by the tide of a 

continual pace of new activities. This is why God commands us to worship at Mass. The strong obligation to 
attend Mass forces us to bend our day around God rather than trying to bend God around our day.  

Reflection questions: 

 Does God view “productivity” in the same way that we often do? What can we produce that is the 

greatest value in God’s eyes?  

 Describe the social and economic pressures that lead to the decisions to work or always be busy, even 

on Sundays. What would happen to us all if there was a wide-spread and 
collective decision to avoid unnecessary work on Sundays?  

 

 Taken from TheologicalReflection_English.pdf (archmil.org)  
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