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In an unfortunate decision 
the Archdiocese has can-
celed CYM Athletics in the 
Archdiocese. The email 
stated that “the leagues are 
ending due to the complica-
tions of managing two large 
leagues while also main-
taining our close adherence 
to Archdiocesan Safe Envi-
ronment policies”. We will 

continue to look for new 
opportunities for our High 
School Youth to engage in 
sports and community 
building among their peers. 
If you have any questions 
please contact me at 
cf@stagnesparish.org  
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Hello Families- 
 
I hope this newsletter finds you and your family well and settling into your daily routine 
of school and work and enjoying the cooler weather and the changing of the seasons. 
 
October is the Month of the Rosary. On Oct. 7 we celebrate Our Lady of the Rosary. 
We honor that day in 1571 in Lepanto when Christian forces went to battle with Turk-
ish invaders and were victorious. Pope St. Pius V attributed the victory to the interces-
sion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, who was invoked on the day of the battle through a 
campaign to pray the Rosary throughout Europe. Let us continue to ask for the inter-
cession of Our Blessed Mother for all our needs in our daily rosary. October is also 
Respect Life Month and Domestic Violence Awareness Month. This is a good remind-
er that our families, the Domestic Church, need to be cherished and supported in all 
aspects of homelife.  
 
This newsletter brings you  information about events and opportunities for your family 
and children.  Along with the monthly highlights on page three I have added a fourth 
page devoted to our theme; The Eucharist: True Presence. Throughout the year this 
page will focus on formation and information about this important precept of our Catho-
lic Faith. Please take some time to read and reflect on the questions provided. 
 
On Oct. 24 Christian Formation will be hosting Welcoming Sunday after both Sunday 
Masses. If you would like to volunteer to help with this event please let us know.  
 
See you at Mass! 
 
God’s Peace & Blessings to you all. 
Shelly Fellin 

Prayer to Our Lady of the Rosary 

 

O blessed rosary of Mary, sweet chain which unites us to God, bond of 

love which unites us to the angels, tower of salvation against the assaults 

of hell, safe port in our universal shipwreck, we will never abandon you. 

You will be our comfort in the hour of death; yours our final kiss as life 

ebbs away. And the last word from our lips will be your sweet name, O 

Queen of the Rosary of Pompeii, O dearest Mother, O Refuge of Sinners, 

O Sovereign Consoler of the Afflicted. May you be everywhere blessed, 

today and always, on earth and in heaven. Amen. 

 

— Pope John Paul II, October 16, 2002, using the prayer of “Supplication 

to the Queen of the Holy Rosary,” written by Blessed Bartolo Longo 

mailto:cf@stagnesparish.org


Oct. 3—Class for K5-8 

Oct. 5—Eucharistic Adoration in church 4:00-6:00pm  Oct. 9—Family Dodgeball Night; 7-8:30pm; Gym  

Oct. 10—Class for K5-10; Confirmation Class #1 

Oct. 16—Souls Walk for Catholic Education at St. Agnes Parish (watch for details) 

Oct. 17—Class for K5-8; Family Time for High School students and Open to ALL Parents (in Kemp)  

Oct. 24—Class for K5-10; Confirmation Class #2 

Oct. 31—High School Worship Opportunity at St. Michael Parish —Multi-Cultural Mass 

 

Catechist Corner 

This month we feature Josh Bembenek. Josh has 
been the 4

th
 grade catechist for many years. Here are 

his answers to the following questions: 

• Why did you become a catechist? I became a 
Catechist because I felt like I had something worth 
contributing to the community here at St.Agnes. 
Also it's thanks to Gerry Wolf that I first got think-
ing about doing C.F. in the first place.  

• What do you enjoy about being a catechist? 
Probably the thing I enjoy most is being able to 
share my faith with youth of St. Agnes. Also being 
able to watch as the kids grow in their faith as they 
move through each grade. Plus being able to talk 
with the other Catechists. 

• What is your favorite color? Green 

• Name three thing you enjoy doing in your free 
time. Reading—Watching Anime—Doing different 
art hobbies (stained glass, wood burning, oil pas-
tels, etc.) 

• If you could add one month to the calendar 
year, inserting it between two existing months, 
where would you put your extra 30 days? If I 

could add an extra 30 days it would be be-
tween October and November. [so that I would 
be] able to enjoy the cool crisp air and watch-
ing the leaves changing colors before winter 
sets in. 

 Mission Trips 2022 
Register now for a spot on one of the 
traveling Mission Trips for the Summer 
of 2020 offered through St. Agnes/Good 
Shepherd/St. James Parishes.  
Catholic Heart Work Camp-Boston MA: 
July 9-17  
Youth Works Mission Trip-Benton Har-
bor, MI: July 25-29 
Mission Trips | Catholic Community of St. 

Agnes Parish (stagnesparish.org)  

Service Opportunities for Teens & Adults 
 

Yardwork Help needed: We have a handful of senior pa-
rishioners who would appreciate some help with their yard-
work this Fall. If you know of any students who are looking 
for service hours let us know and we will connect you with 
those who need help.  We also have an opportunity for high 
school students to help the Day School with general clean-
ing of the classrooms two or three nights a week. This 
could be a paid position or for service hours.  
 
Catechist Aide’s 
We are in need of one additional adult in each classroom to 
serve as an aide/assistant for our catechist. Responsibili-
ties include: providing support for the catechist/teacher; 
assist children to restroom (as needed); monitor and assist 
with classroom management. Archdiocesan Safeguarding 
completion required.  
 
Committee Member 
Attend one meeting per month to advise and support the 
Christian Formation department on issues of committee 
responsibility: overall monitoring of child, youth and adult 
CF programs; approval of budget; general planning & eval-
uation in the context of archdiocesan and church guide-
lines. Share your ideas to help improve the programs that 
serve your families faith formation needs. 

 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) Leader  
Lead children ages 4-grade 4 in reflecting on the Sunday 
Scripture readings 1-2 Sundays per month during the 10:30 
AM Mass (10-15 minutes.) Materials will be provided. 
 
How can you Help?  
Contact us at CF@stagnesparish.org  

St. Agnes Christian Formation 

12801 W. Fairmount Ave 

Butler, WI 53007 

262-781-6998  

www.stagnesparish.org  

Join us for Family Dodgeball Night!  
When: Saturday, October 9

th
 7:00-

8:30pm 
Where: St. Agnes Gym 
What: Play Dodgeball with other fami-
lies or form your own team. Open to 
ALL Parish and School Families. Chil-
dren in grades 6 and up will NOT re-

quire a parent to stay however, a permission slip must 
be signed (provided at the door.)  
Why: To have fun with other St. Agnes families and 

build community! 

https://www.stagnesparish.org/mission-trips
https://www.stagnesparish.org/mission-trips
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Year of St. Joseph—An Obedient and Accepting 
Father  

 
In every situation, Joseph de-
clared his own “fiat”, like those of 
Mary at the Annunciation and 
Jesus in the Garden of Gethsem-
ane. In his role as the head of a 
family, Joseph taught Jesus to 
be obedient to his parents, in 
accordance with God’s com-
mand. During the hidden years in 
Nazareth, Jesus learned at the 

school of Joseph to do the will of the Father. Even at 
the most difficult moment of his life, in Gethsemane, 
Jesus chose to do the Father’s will rather than his 
own, becoming “obedient unto death, even death on a 
cross” (Phil 2:8). The author of the Letter to the He-
brews thus concludes that Jesus “learned obedience 
through what he suffered” (5:8). All this makes it clear 
that “Saint Joseph was called by God to serve the 
person and mission of Jesus directly through the exer-
cise of his fatherhood” and that in this way, “he coop-
erated in the fullness of time in the great mystery of 
salvation and is truly a minister of salvation.” 
 
Often in life, things happen whose meaning we do not 
understand. Joseph set aside his own ideas in order 
to accept the course of events and, mysterious as 
they seemed, to embrace them, take responsibility for 
them and make them part of his own history. Unless 
we are reconciled with our own history, we will be un-
able to take a single step forward, for we will always 
remain hostage to our expectations and the disap-
pointments that follow. 
Joseph is certainly not passively resigned, but coura-
geously and firmly proactive. In our own lives, ac-
ceptance and welcome can be an expression of the 
Holy Spirit’s gift of fortitude. Only the Lord can give us 
the strength needed to accept life as it is, with all its 
contradictions, frustrations and disappointments. 
Excerpt from: PATRIS CORDE (With a Father’s 
Heart) Apostolic Letter from Pope Francis 

Saint of the Month: St. Luke 

St. Luke, the writer of the Gospel and the Acts of the Apos-
tles, has been identified with St. Paul's "Luke, the beloved 
physician" (Colossians 4:14). We know few other facts 
about Luke's life from Scripture and from early Church his-
torians. 

It is believed that Luke was born a Greek and a Gentile. 
In Colossians 10-14  Paul speaks of those friends who are 
with him. He first mentions all those "of the circumcision", 
(in other words, Jews) and he does not include Luke in this 
group. According to an early Church historian, Luke was 
born at Antioch in Syria. 

Luke's gospel shows special sensitivity to evangelizing 
Gentiles. It is only in his gospel that we hear the parable of 
the Good Samaritan, and the story of the one grateful lep-
er who is a Samaritan (Lk.17:11-19). Luke's unique per-
spective on Jesus can be seen in the six miracles and 
eighteen parables not found in the other gospels. Luke's is 
the gospel of the poor and of social 
justice. He is the one who tells the 
story of Lazarus and the 
Rich Man who ignored him. Luke is 
the one who uses "Blessed are the 
poor" instead of "Blessed are the 
poor in spirit" in the beatitudes. On-
ly in Luke's gospel do we 
hear Mary 's Magnificat where she 
proclaims that God "has brought 
down the powerful from their 
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he 
has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich 
away empty" (Luke 1:52-53).  

Forgiveness and God's mercy to sinners is also of first im-
portance to Luke. Only in Luke do we hear the story of the 
Prodigal Son welcomed back by the overjoyed father and 
the story of the forgiven woman disrupting the feast by 
washing Jesus' feet with her tears. Throughout Luke's gos-
pel, Jesus takes the side of the sinner who wants to return 
to God's mercy. 

Reading Luke's gospel gives a good idea of 
his character as one who loved the poor, who wanted the 
door to God's kingdom opened to all, who respected wom-
en, and who saw hope in God's mercy for everyone. 

He is often shown with an ox or a calf because these are 
the symbols of sacrifice -- the sacrifice Jesus made for 
all the world. Luke is the patron of physicians and sur-
geons. His feast day is October 18. 

St. Luke - Saints & Angels - Catholic Online 

St. Agnes Christian Formation 

12801 W. Fairmount Ave 

Butler, WI 53007 

262-781-6998  

www.stagnesparish.org 

Monthly Minute: Halloween 

Halloween is a name that means nothing by itself. It is a 
contraction of "All Hallows Eve," and it designates the 
vigil of All Hallows Day, more commonly known today as 
All Saints Day. Hallow, as a noun, is an old English word 
for saint. As a verb, hallow means to make something 
holy or to honor it as holy. Both the feast of All Saints 
Day (November 1) and its vigil (October 31) have been 
celebrated since the early eighth century when they 
were instituted by Pope Gregory III in Rome. A century 
later, the feast and its vigil were extended to the Church 
at large by Pope Gregory IV. Today, All Saints Day is a 
Holy Day of Obligation. 

Continue reading here: Should Catholics Celebrate Hal-
loween? (learnreligions.com)  

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=76
https://www.learnreligions.com/should-catholics-celebrate-halloween-542788
https://www.learnreligions.com/should-catholics-celebrate-halloween-542788


Sign up for FORMED 

In 3 easy steps: 

1. Visit http://signup.formed.org/ 

2. Enter our parish zip or name 

3. Enter your name and email 

St. Agnes Christian Formation 

12801 W. Fairmount Ave 

Butler, WI 53007 

262-781-6998  

www.stagnesparish.org  

The Gift of Sunday: The Rest is in the Details  

The Lord says “I will give you rest.” But what does that truly mean for us today 
when we overbook ourselves and put to do too many things in our schedule. How 
do we truly make time for “rest.” Through this series of articles I will present the 
concepts and teachings from “The Gift of Sunday”.  

Sunday is the one day set aside by God, as revealed in Sacred Scripture, 
“uniquely to the Lord and to worship.” And as God’s creation we require rest “that 
re-centers, re-orients, and refocuses the body, mind, and soul on our Creator him-
self, so that we can be renewed by the regular reminder of our unique human vo-
cation to know, love, and serve God completely”. It is important the we incorporate 
some type of rest, renewal and re-centering into our lives.  

When we consider our relationship with our Creator and how we are made in God’s image and likeness we must 
also consider our “obligation” to God. “Obligation arises out of love that unites persons in relationship.” Out of this 
obligation come the duty to worship and praise God which He Himself has set into the pattern of creation. God 
himself rested on the seventh day and so He created us to do the same. “For the Christian, Sunday is the day of 
obligation and worship because it is the day of rediscovery of love, by us the creatures, for God our creator who 
has blessed us so abundantly.” 

Here are some additions thoughts for reflection: 

• The idea and practice of a weekly day of rest is not merely a religious idea. Yes, God has shown this to us in 

his revelations, but he has done so in a way that builds upon what we already see in the natural and biologi-
cal world around us. Maintaining a regular day of rest is not only spiritually healthy, it is also our way of being 
naturally healthy.  

• Christians understand that we are the most healthy and whole when we keep God at the center of our lives. 

This is why the purpose of a regular day of rest is not merely for entertainment, or simply to “sit around.” It is 
instead to allow us the opportunity to direct our thoughts and actions to acknowledging God’s goodness and 
love for us. The more we do this, the happier we are.  

• “Obligation” sounds to our ears like a heavy, negative word; like a drudgery. Yet, when we love someone 
deeply, we know it is no burden to show them we love them by our actions. There are times in relationships 
when it may feel less fun to continue to show someone that we do love them and appreciate them. In those 
moments, our sense of duty or obligation helps us choose to show them love anyway because we know it is 
the right thing to do. Keeping Sunday consistently set aside for God is no different. Sometimes “Sunday” will 
feel fun. Other times it may feel more like duty. In either case, because we love God who loves us, we know 
that we will always keep it sacred in the way that God commands us to. 

Reflection questions: 

 “Without Sunday, all of creation loses its proper interpretive key and meaning,” (“The Gift of Sunday,” section 
6). In what ways is a Christian believer who maintains a strong routine of Sunday rest and worship able to 
see more clearly the presence of God in the natural world around us?  

 How do we practice a sense of duty and obligation within our families or with our close friends? What hap-
pens to our families and friendships when we fail in our duties and obligations to them?  

Taken from TheologicalReflection_English.pdf (archmil.org)  

http://www.formed.org/signup
https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/offices/Synod/TheologicalReflection_English.pdf

