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Hello Families- 
 
Welcome Back! As Summer comes to an end we now turn our attention to the daily 
routine of “Back to School”. I hope you all had a great summer and a chance to enjoy 
our parish festival last weekend!  
 
Here in the Christian Formation office we are focusing our attention toward preparing 
for the upcoming Christian Formation year. After last year when we put protocols and 
procedures in place to keep everyone safe it is now time to look for other opportunities 
to improve upon how we engage our families. One way we will do this is with our new 
“theme” for the year. This theme will help us focus our formation opportunities on one 
specific aspect of the faith that will help to facilitate anew the spiritual growth of our 
families. This year’s Theme is: The Eucharist: True Presence. Watch for upcoming 
opportunities to learn more about this important aspect of our faith. 
 
“The Gift of Sunday” is an important document published by the Archdiocese that re-
flects on the importance of the Third Commandment: Keep Holy the Lords Day. 
What does this mean for us living in 2021? Why is it so important? This document 
walks through the various reasons and explains how keeping holy the Sabbath is good 
for our body, mind and soul. In the upcoming newsletters I will share excerpts and re-
flections from “The Gift of Sunday”. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at our Kick-off Brunch on Sunday, Sept. 12th. Watch 
your email for details next week. 
  
See you at Mass! 
 
God’s Peace & Blessings to you all. 
Shelly Fellin 

Prayer for Students 

God of wisdom and might, we praise you for the wonder of our being,  

for mind, body and spirit. 

Be with our children as they begin a new school year. 

Bless them and their teachers and staff.  

Give the strength and grace as their bodies grow; wisdom and knowledge to 

their minds as they search for understanding; and peace and zeal to their 

hearts. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

-Source unknown. 

 

 

 

Sign up for FORMED 

In 3 easy steps: 

1. Visit http://signup.formed.org/ 

2. Enter our parish zip or name 

3. Enter your name and email 

mailto:cf@stagnesparish.org
mailto:deaconathletics@gmail.com
mailto:deaconathletics@gmail.com
http://www.formed.org/signup


Sept. 6—Labor Day 

Sept. 7—Eucharistic Adoration in church 4:00-6:00pm 

Sept. 12—Kick-off Brunch 9:00-10:15am 

Sept. 18—Visit of the International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of our Lady of Fatima 3:00-6:00pm in church 

Sept. 18/19—Catechetical Sunday: Commissioning of teachers and catechists. 

Sept. 19—Class for K5-10  

Sept. 26—Class for K5-10  Confirmation Student/Parent/Sponsor Meeting 

 

Catechist Corner 

This month we feature Jeanette Cordoves. Jeanette 
will be starting her second year as the K5 catechist. 
Prior to her current role Jeanette was an aide for her 
mom, Jean Reed in 2nd grade. Here are her answers 
to the following questions: 
 
Why did you become a catechist? I became a cate-
chist to encourage the next generation on a belief that 
I feel strongly about.  
 
What do you enjoy about being a catechist? I enjoy 
the new children every year that I get to meet. Along 
with the energy and excitement and questions that the 
children ask me and what they want to know more of.  
 
What is your favorite color? Orange 
 
Name three thing you enjoy doing in your free 
time. I love to listen to books on Audible, having family 
dinners with my sisters and mother every Sunday and 
enjoy spending time with my daughter Kaiyah.  
 
If you could add one month to the calendar year, 
inserting it between two existing months, where 
would you put your extra 30 days? I would put the 
extra 30 days between September and October. I love 
fall and everything that comes with it. Boots, sweaters, 

scarfs , changing colors of the leaves and the 
cooler weather before winter.  

All-family Kick-off Brunch 
We begin our new CF Year with our traditional Kick-off 
Brunch on Sunday, Sept. 12, 2021 at 9:00am. Following 
CDC recommendation we will be serving pre-packaged 
breakfast foods with fresh fruits and beverages. Join us 
for food, fellowship and information. This orientation 
meeting will provide all the information you need for the 
new year. Children will also have an opportunity to meet 
their teachers. See you there! 

Mission Trips 2022 
In collaboration with Good Shepherd/
St. James Youth Ministry program we 
are pleased to announce upcoming 
mission trips for the Summer of 2022:  
Matthew 25: Local mission work June 
20-24 
Catholic Heart Work Camp-Boston 
MA: July 9-17 
Youth Works Mission Trip-Benton 
Harbor, MI: July 25-29 

 
More information will become available later this month. 

Christian Formation News 
St. Agnes Christian Formation relies on volunteers of all 
kinds to make our programs work. Without them we would-
n’t have CF Classes, Youth Ministry and Child Ministry ac-
tivities and retreats, etc. Offering your time and talent to 
these ministries is a good act of stewardship. Your Gift will 
return to you double!  
 
Catechist Aide’s 
We are in need of one additional adult in each classroom to 
serve as an aide/assistant for our catechist. Responsibili-

ties include: providing support for the catechist/teacher; 
assist children to restroom (as needed); monitor and assist 
with classroom management. Archdiocesan Safeguarding 
completion required.  
 
Committee Member 
Attend one meeting per month to advise and support the 
Christian Formation department on issues of committee 
responsibility: overall monitoring of child, youth and adult 
CF programs; approval of budget; general planning & eval-
uation in the context of archdiocesan and church guide-
lines. Share your ideas to help improve the programs that 
serve your families faith formation needs. 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) Leader  
Lead children ages 4-grade 4 in reflecting on the Sunday 
Scripture readings 1-2 Sundays per month during the 10:30 
AM Mass (10-15 minutes.) Materials will be provided. 
 
How can you Help?  
Contact us at CF@stagnesparish.org to let us know how 

you will help. 

St. Agnes Christian Formation 

12801 W. Fairmount Ave 

Butler, WI 53007 

262-781-6998  

www.stagnesparish.org  

mailto:cf@stagnesparish.org


 

Year of St. Joseph—A Tender and Loving Father 
 
In Joseph, Jesus saw the tender love of God: “As a father 
has compassion for his children, so the Lord has compas-
sion for those who fear him” (Ps 103:13). 
In the synagogue, during the praying of the Psalms, Jo-
seph would surely have heard again and again that the 
God of Israel is a God of tender love, who is good to all, 
whose “compassion is over all that he has made” (Ps 
145:9).  
The history of salvation is worked out “in hope against 
hope” (Rom 4:18), through our weaknesses. All too often, 
we think that God works only through our better parts, yet 
most of his plans are realized in and despite our frailty. 
(See 2Cor 12:7-9) 
Since this is part of the entire economy of salvation, we 
must learn to look upon our weaknesses with tender mer-
cy. 
The evil one makes us see and condemn our frailty, 
whereas the Spirit brings it to light with tender love. Ten-
derness is the best way to touch the frailty within us. Point-
ing fingers and judging others are frequently signs of an 
inability to accept our own weaknesses, our own frailty. 
That is why it is so important to encounter God’s mercy, 
especially in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, where we 
experience his truth and tenderness. Paradoxically, the 
evil one can also speak the truth to us, yet he does so only 
to condemn us. We know that God’s truth does not con-
demn, but instead welcomes, embraces, sustains and for-
gives us.  
Even through Joseph’s fears, God’s will, his history and his 
plan were at work. Joseph, then, teaches us that faith in 
God includes believing that he can work even through our 
fears, our frailties and our weaknesses. He also teaches us 
that amid the tempests of life, we must never be afraid to 
let the Lord steer our course. At times, we want to be in 
complete control, yet God always sees the bigger picture. 

Excerpt from: PATRIS CORDE (With a Father’s Heart) Ap-
ostolic Letter from Pope Francis 

Saint of the Month: Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

The Church has celebrated Mary’s birth since at least the 
sixth century. A September birth was chosen because the 
Eastern Church begins its Church year with September. 
The September 8 date helped determine the date for the 
feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 8. 
Saint Augustine connects Mary’s birth with Jesus’ saving 
work. He tells the earth to rejoice and shine forth in the 
light of her birth. “She is the flower of the field from whom 
bloomed the precious lily of the valley. Through her birth 
the nature inherited from our first parents is changed.” The 
opening prayer at Mass speaks of the birth of Mary’s Son 
as the dawn of our salvation, and asks for an increase of 
peace.  

On Saturday, September 18 St. Agnes will host the Inter-
national Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady of Fatima from 
3:00-6:00pm. Please join us for prayer, talk, Eucharistic 
Adoration, confession and Mass.  

St. Agnes Christian Formation 

12801 W. Fairmount Ave 

Butler, WI 53007 

262-781-6998  

www.stagnesparish.org 

Monthly Minute: Exaltation of the Cross 
 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross | Franciscan Media 
Early in the fourth century, Saint Helena, mother of the 
Roman Emperor Constantine, went to Jerusalem in search 
of the holy places of Christ’s life Her son built the Basilica 
of the Holy Sepulcher on that spot, which tradition held 
was the place of the 
Savior’s tomb. Dur-
ing the excavation, 
workers found three 
crosses. Legend 
has it that the one 
on which Jesus died 
was identified when 
its touch healed a 
dying woman. The 
cross immediately 
became an object of 
veneration.  
 
Why Do We Celebrate the Feast of the Holy Cross? 
It's easy to understand that the Cross is special because 
Christ used it as the instrument of our salvation. But after 
His Resurrection, why would Christians continue to look to 
the Cross? 
Christ Himself offered us the answer: "If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, 
and follow me" (Luke 9:23). The point of taking up our own 
cross is not simply self-sacrifice; in doing so, we unite our-
selves to the sacrifice of Christ on His Cross. 
When we participate in the Mass, the Cross is there, too. 
The "unbloody sacrifice" offered on the altar is the re-
presentation of Christ's Sacrifice on the Cross. When we 
receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, we do not 
simply unite ourselves to Christ; we nail ourselves to the 
Cross, dying with Christ so that we might rise with Him. 
"For the Jews require signs, and the Greeks seek after 
wisdom: But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews in-
deed a stumbling block, and unto the Gentiles foolish-
ness…” (1  Corinthians 1:22-23). Today, more than ever, 
non-Christians see the Cross as foolishness. What kind of 
Savior triumphs through death? 
For Christians, however, the Cross is the crossroads of 
history and the Tree of Life. Christianity without the Cross 
is meaningless: Only by uniting ourselves to Christ's Sacri-
fice on the Cross can we enter into eternal life. 
 
Taken from Learn Religions 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html#_ftn8
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html#_ftn8
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/exaltation-of-the-holy-cross
https://www.learnreligions.com/feast-exaltation-of-the-holy-cross-542472#:~:text=The%20Feast%20of%20the%20Exaltation%20of%20the%20Holy,Cross%20to%20Jerusalem%20by%20the%20emperor%20Heraclius%20II.
https://www.learnreligions.com/feast-exaltation-of-the-holy-cross-542472

