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Hello Families- 
 
Welcome Back! I hope you had a great summer and your family is ready to re-
turn to the school year routine. After a busy August I look forward to returning to 
the regular habits that the new school year brings. And, I’m excited to see eve-
ryone on Sunday, Sept. 11th for our All Family Kick-off Potluck. Yep! We’re 
starting next Sunday! If you haven’t registered your child/children yet, please do 
so ASAP! It’s easy to do online: Christian Formation Online Registration | Cath-
olic Community of St. Agnes Parish (stagnesparish.org) 
 
This issue has important news for our youth. We recently hired a Youth Activi-
ties Coordinator who is already planning some youth events for this fall. See his 
introduction on page two. I am also happy to announce next year’s Mission Trip 
dates. Registration for the Youthworks (St. Agnes) trip and the Catholic Work 
Camp (Good Shepherd/St. James) trip will open later this month. Watch for a 
separate email with more information. 
 
The Growing Up Catholic Mass Transit Cards are now available in the Usher’s 
room. This family resource will help you and your children/youth connect with 
the readings and participate more fully at Mass. Each week there is a quote 
from one of the readings along with a reflection and short prayer.  We will be 
asking families preparing for the sacraments to use these cards as part of your 
family formation. Your child’s catechist may also request that you use these at 
home to prepare as a family for Mass. 
 
Finally, our Christian Formation Committee is always looking for dedicated par-
ents who would like to be more involved in planning the Christian Formation 
programs we offer here at St. Agnes. Membership on this committee will count 
for family service hours. Please prayerfully consider joining us. Our next meet-
ing is Wednesday, Sept. 14th at 6:00pm. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all very soon!  
 
See you at Mass! 
 
God’s Peace & Blessings to you all. 
Shelly Fellin 

A Prayer of Thanks for Summer 
 

Thank you, God, for the pleasures of summer, 

the bright sunny days and perfect moonlit evenings, 

the smells of mowed grass and air thick with rain. 

Thank you for days at the lake and evenings chasing fireflies, 

for vacations and festivals, picnics and cookouts, 

baseball and concerts and swimsuits and popsicles. 

Thank you for the fireworks of thunderstorms, 

for watermelon sweetness, for summer’s pace and summer’s grace,  

for all your beauty and power, faithfulness and fertility displayed in summer. 

"As Summer into Autumn slips," O give me grace today 

To rise and turn as Summer's leaves 

Draw life and strength from heavenly rays. 

Amen. 

https://www.stagnesparish.org/online-registration
https://www.stagnesparish.org/online-registration


 
Sept. 2—Eucharistic Adoration 3-6pm in Church 

 Sept. 5—Labor Day 

 Sept. 6—Deadline to register for Drama Club 

 Sept. 9—Drama Club Auditions for CF students (after school) 

Sept. 11—All Family Kick-off Potluck: Kemp Hall; 9-10:15am 

Sept. 18—K-8 Session #1; High School (9th/10th) Session #1; 9-10:15am 

Sept. 25—K-8 Session #2; High School (9th/10th) Session #2; 9-10:15am  

  Confirmation Candidate/Sponsor/Parent Meeting: Kemp Hall; 9-10:15am 

Christian Formation News 
It is with great pleasure that I announce a new member to our 

Christian Formation staff. Michael Deane will serve the Youth 

of St. Agnes Parish. Here is Michael’s introduction: 

Dear Parish Community of Saint Agnes, 

I am so excited to be the new Youth Activities Coordinator 
at Saint Agnes. I can't wait to get started in planning activ-
ities, service projects, mission trips and more to lead our 
youth to a deeper relationship with Christ. My hope is to 
have many of our youth more engaged in the parish com-
munity through opportunities they can connect with and 
grow from. 

Here is a little bit about me. I am originally from Pennsyl-
vania and moved with my family to Wisconsin over 8 
years ago. I have a beautiful wife Laura, and 3 awe-
some kids (Abby, Christian and Aidan). As teenagers, 
they certainly keep us moving. When we moved to Wis-
consin it was to take a position as the Director of Music 
and Liturgy at Saint Francis de Sales Parish in Lake Ge-
neva. I spent over 8 years there and am now the Mission 
Director of Pastoral Music at Holy Apostles in New Berlin. 

I also have spent many years in education and youth min-
istry. I taught in both Catholic grade schools and high 
schools in the Diocese of Scranton in PA. I also spent 
several years there in youth ministry where I coordinated 
a high school youth group and local service opportuni-
ties for middle and high school age students. 

While I was originally hired as the music director at Saint 
Francis, my position evolved over time. I first took on the 
school music position and then the high school religious 
education program. This involved sacramental prepara-
tion, coordinating classes, youth activities, mission trips, 
and youth conferences. I have led mission trips to St. 
Louis, New Orleans, Kentucky, Arizona and Savannah. I 
have always seen these as life changing experiences for 
all of the young people that have attended, where they 
were able to live their faith in action. 

Again, I am excited to begin this journey with our young 
people and lead them closer to an active relationship with 
Christ! 

In Christ, 

Mike Deane  

deanem@stagnesparish.org  

Mission Trips 2023 

Once again St. Agnes will collaborate 

with St. James and Good Shepherd 

Youth Ministry programs for our upcom-

ing mission trips for the Summer of 

2023. Plan ahead and save the dates:  

Matthew 25 (local): June 19-23 

Catholic Work Camp (Marshalltown, Iowa): July 15-22 

Youth Works (Indianapolis, IN): July 23-28 

 Please contact CF@stagnesparish.org to 

request more information. 

Sign up for FORMED in 3 easy steps: 

1. Visit http://signup.formed.org/ 

2. Enter our parish zip or name 

3. Enter your name and email 

September Picks of the Month: 

Mother Teresa: Seeing the Face of Jesus - FORMED  

 Hildegard's Gift by Megan Hoyt - FORMED  

Winning the Culture War by Dr. Peter Kreeft - FORMED 

 One Step is Enough: Cardinal John Henry Newman - 

FORMED  

Powers and Dominions: Angels, Demons, and Spiritual 

Warfare - FORMED 

St. Agnes Christian Formation 

12801 W. Fairmount Ave 

Butler, WI 53007 

262-781-6998  

www.stagnesparish.org  
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Saint of the Month: St. Padre Pio 

St. Padre Pio was born Francesco Forgione, on May 25, 
1887, in Pietrelcina, Italy. His parents were peasant farmers. 
As a child, he was very religious and by the age of five he 
reportedly made the decision to dedicate his life to God. 
Francisco had a peculiar ability. He could see guardian an-
gels and speak with Jesus and the Virgin Mary. This oc-
curred so naturally that he assumed other people could see 
them too. 

In 1897, Francisco expressed to his parents that he wanted 
to become a friar. His parents traveled to a nearby commu-
nity of monks and asked if Francesco could join them. He 
was evaluated and was told that he needed more education. 
His parents decided to hire a private tutor. To pay the cost  
Francesco's father traveled to America to find work. At the 
age of 15, Francesco joined the Capuchins and took the 
name of Pio. He was ordained in 1910 and was drafted dur-
ing World War I. After he was discovered to have tuberculo-
sis, he was discharged. In 1917, he was assigned to the 
friary in San Giovanni Rotondo.  

On September 20, 1918, as he was making his thanksgiving 
after Mass, Padre Pio had a vision of Jesus. When the vi-
sion ended, he had the stigmata in his hands, feet, and side. 
The wounds smelled of roses, and although they continued 
to weep, they never became infected. Doctors who later ex-
amined the stigmata were amazed at their perfectly round 
shape. By 1919, word began to spread about Padre Pio's 
stigmata and people came from far away to examine him. 

Padre Pio rarely left the friary after he received the stigmata, 
but busloads of people soon began coming to see him. Each 
morning after Mass he heard confessions until noon. He 
took a mid-morning break to bless the sick and all who came 
to see him. Every afternoon he also heard confessions. In 
time his confessional ministry would take 10 hours a day. 
Many of them have said that Padre Pio knew details of their 
lives that they had never men-
tioned. 

 Padre Pio himself was uncomfort-
able with his newfound popularity 
and the attention he received be-
cause of his stigmata. He was 
known for his piety, charity and the 
quality of his preaching. He fa-
mously advised, "Pray, hope and 
don't worry." 

Padre Pio died on September 23, 
1968. His funeral was attended by 
over 100,000 people. 

Pope John Paul II recognized Padre Pio as a saint on June 
16, 2002. His feast day is September 23. He is the patron of 
civil defense volunteers, adolescents, and the village of 
Pietrelcina.  

Saint Pio of Pietrelcina | Franciscan Media 

St. Padre Pio - Saints & Angels - Catholic Online 
 
Lukas Storyteller: Padre Pio - Season 1 - FORMED 

 
Monthly Minute: Our Lady of Sorrows 

The title, Our Lady of Sorrows, given to our Blessed Mother 
focuses on her intense suffering and grief during the pas-
sion and death of our Lord. Traditionally, this suffering was 
not limited to the passion and death event; rather, it com-
prised the seven dolors or seven sorrows of Mary, which 
were foretold by the Priest Simeon. (see Luke 2:34-35).  

These seven sorrows of our Blessed 
Mother included the prophesy of Sime-
on; the flight of the Holy Family into 
Egypt; the loss and finding of the child 
Jesus in the Temple; Mary's meeting 
of Jesus on His way to Calvary; Mary's 
standing at the foot of the cross when 
our Lord was crucified; her holding of 
Jesus when He was taken down from 
the cross; and then our Lord's burial. In 
all, the prophesy of Simeon that a 
sword would pierce our Blessed Moth-

er's heart was fulfilled in these events. For this reason, Mary 
is sometimes depicted with her heart exposed and with sev-
en swords piercing it. More importantly, each new suffering 
was received with the courage, love, and trust that echoed 
her fiat, let it be done unto me according to Thy word, first 
uttered at the Annunciation. 

This Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows grew in popularity in the 
12th century, although under various titles. Interestingly, in 
1482, the feast was officially placed in the Roman Missal 
under the title of Our Lady of Compassion, highlighting the 
great love our Blessed Mother displayed in suffering with 
her Son. The word compassion derives from the Latin roots 
cum and patior which means to suffer with. Our Blessed 

Mother's sorrow exceeded anyone else's since she was the 
mother of Jesus, who was not only her Son but also her 
Lord and Savior; she truly suffered with her Son.  

The feast was inserted into the Roman calendar in 1814, 
and Pope Pius X fixed the permanent date of September 15 
for the Feast of the Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary (now simply called the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows). 

The key image here is our Blessed Mother standing faithful-
ly at the foot of the cross with her dying Son [as recorded in] 
the Gospel of St. John (see John 19:26-27). Focusing on 
the compassion of our Blessed Mother, Saint Pope John 
Paul II, reminded the faithful [that] Mary is our Spiritual 
Mother, and the mother always understands her children 
and consoles them in their troubles. (1980) 

Taken from: The Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows 

(catholiceducation.org)  

Prayers to Our Lady of Sorrows | Our Lady Sorrows 

Drawing Strength from Our Lady of Sorrows by Kimber-
ly Hahn - FORMED  

St. Agnes Christian Formation 

12801 W. Fairmount Ave 

Butler, WI 53007 

262-781-6998  
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Jubilee Mass  
For over 100 years, the Archdiocese of Milwaukee has 
hosted a Jubilee Celebration for couples celebrating 25, 
and 50+ years of marriage. The celebration includes a 
Mass and a special blessing. All couples celebrating their 
25th (silver) anniversary and 50th (golden) anniversary 
and also couples married over 50 years are invited to join 
for our annual Jubilee mass! 

Saturday, October 29, 2022 | 10:00 am  
St Leonard Parish in Muskego 

After Mass there will be a photo opportunity with Arch-
bishop Listecki. This event is free to all jubilee couples 
and their families. Questions? Call Tori at 414-758-2241. 
Registration required: Jubilee Celebration English - Oct 2022 
(regfox.com)  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter (WWME) is a weekend 
for married Christian couples who value their relationship 
and desire a richer, fuller life together. The emphasis of 
WWME is on communication between husband and wife, 
who spend a weekend together away from the distrac-
tions and the tensions of everyday life, to concentrate on 
each other. It's a unique approach aimed at revitalizing 
Christian Marriage. Every marriage deserves that kind of 
attention! 

Attend a Marriage Encounter weekend and learn the 
tools needed to keep your marriage strong. Upcoming 
weekends include Sep 16-18, 2022 & Oct 21-23, 2022 in 
Brookfield, WI and Nov 11-13, 2022 in Geneva, IL.  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter - Home Page  

WWME is faithful to the Roman Catholic Church's teaching that 
marriage is a covenant that exists between one man and one 
woman. Any reference to marriage or couple made by WWME 
is in this context. 

Are you looking for a lifeline for your marriage? 

• Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your marriage? 

• Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with your spouse? 

• Are you constantly fighting? Or, do you simply shut 
down? 

• Have you thought about separation or divorce? 

Does talking about it only make it worse?  
... Retrouvaille provides marriage help! Click here for 
more information.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Word on Fire Institute presents: Meet the Bulmans 

 

Enter into the joyful life of the Bulmans, a young and 
growing Catholic family. We continue to follow parents 
Jason and Rachel as they live out their faith in their fami-
ly life, the domestic church. 

 

Meet the Bulmans - Episode Five - Word on Fire 

 

Meet the Bulmans - Episode Six - Word on Fire 

This issue we reflect on the 3
rd

 Commandment:  
 
Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy. Six days 
you shall labor, and do all your work; but the seventh 
day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; in it you shall 
not do any work. Exod. 20:8-10 

God gave the Sabbath to Israel as a sign of His cove-
nant with them. God’s work of creation and his “rest” 
on the seventh day is a model for us. The Sabbath 
brings everyday work to a halt and provides a respite. 
Jesus never fails to respect the holiness of the Sab-
bath. He gives this law authority and authenticity 
when He says “The Sabbath was made for man, not 
man for the Sabbath.” (Mk 2:27) (see CCC2171-2173) 
 
The sabbath, which represented the completion of the 
first creation, has been replaced by Sunday which 
recalls the new creation inaugurated by the Resurrec-
tion of Christ. CCC2190 
  
This 3rd Commandment instructs us to follow Christ 
and honor His day of resurrection and re-creation with 
rest and worship. The Sunday Eucharist is given to us 
to do just that. “Participation in the communal celebra-
tion of the Sunday Eucharist is a testimony of belong-
ing and of being faithful to Christ and his Church.” 
CCC2182 
 
The Sunday celebration of the Lord’s Day and his Eu-
charist is at the heart of the Church’s life. To deliber-
ately not attend Mass on Sunday is a grave matter 
and a sin against this commandment. (see CCC2181) 
 
Like the first two commandments the 3rd command-
ment also belongs to the virtue of religion and specifi-
cally the justice due to God. This commandment 
obliges us to refrain from work or activities that would 
prevent us from the worship owed to God, the joy 
proper to the Lord’s Day, doing works of mercy, and 
the appropriate relaxation of mind and body. 
CCC2185 
 
The institution of Sunday helps all “to be allowed suffi-
cient rest and leisure to cultivate their familial, cultural, 
social, and religious lives.” CCC2194 
 
 
 The Third Commandment: Love the Lord's Day - 

Christian Morality: The Faith Lived - FORMED  

The Third Commandment - YouTube  
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